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NEW EVANGELISM 
Our morning session began with a look at the 

internal health of Mountainside. We explored the 
milestones that have advanced the growth and 
development of Mountainside over the years. We 
discussed the systemic and structural issues that 
might be impeding our growth. We celebrated the 
past, but with our eyes fixed firmly on the future. 
And then we considered how people come to the 
faith and what a “discipleship pathway” looked like 
in practice. This was all in the context of how we 
might better cater for people who are in the 
“process” of becoming disciples. For those new to 
the church it begins with Distrust to trust- 
“Christians are okay” through “complacency to 
curiosity”, then on to being “open” through to 
“seeking”, then to “joining”, and finally to “growing”. 
It was recognised that different people will be on 

different stages 
a l o n g  t h i s 
pathway, so it’s a 
matter of knowing 
where people are 
at and the context 
within which you 
are seeking to 
“make disciples”.  
After lunch our 
focus shifted to 
an exploration of 
conversion and 
h o w  w e 
participate in this 
work. We looked 

closely at what missiologist, Alan Hirsch says is 
the “number one alternative religion to Christianity 
in Western Society” – consumerism. We examined 
some of the emotional barriers that result from 
people buying into this “religion” which then cause 
them to have problems hearing and receiving 
God’s grace. 

Of course there’s a lot more that could be said 
about Dean’s time with us, and what we learned. 
I’m also sure that each one of us who were present 
will have different things that we got out of this 
workshop and that stuck with us. Phrases like 
“being intentional and relational;” and “less is 
more” were things Dean said that really struck me 
personally.      … continued page 2 ... 

H 
ere at Mountainside we have what you might 
call a ‘part-time employee’. That’s how Dean 

Eaton from the LCA’s Board for Local Mission, likes 
to see himself. Dean has been with us on a journey 
to further develop our mission and ministry—the 
most recent highlight of his time with us being 
Saturday the 12th of March when he led us in a 
New Evangelism workshop. 

It’s an intriguing title, “New Evangelism” and you 
might be wondering what is new about what the 
Christian church has been doing for centuries. In 
some ways there is nothing new, certainly not in 
regard to evangelism itself. The word, 
“evangelism,” comes from the Greek word 
euaggelion. Most literally translated in the noun 
form, euaggelion which means the “gospel” or the 
“good news” as we often translate it. Evangelism is 
summed up in 
those well-known 
w o r d s  f r o m  
1 Peter: “Always 
be prepared to 
give an answer to 
everyone who 
asks you to give 
a reason for the 
h o p e  y o u 
have” (1 Peter 

3:15). Evangelism 
is not so much 
talking about the 
faith in some 
abstract way, it is 
more “talking the faith” personally and practically. 
And this is not always easy. In today’s world we 
can often get discouraged, and for many people 
evangelism (and conversation revolving around it) 
is even a point of guilt and can lead to a troubled 
conscience when pastors and others start to talk 
about the need to be better at evangelism. 

Dean certainly didn’t want to put the guilt trips on 
anyone here at Mountainside. Rather he sought to 
encourage us to open our hearts to how we might 
more systematically think through the issues within 
our own congregation which can either impede or 
advance what God is doing among us, and then to 
be more intentional in our mind-set and practice of 
doing evangelism. 
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(… continued from page 1) 

They forced me to think about the various ministry 
activities that we’re engaged in and how they are 
helping to move people along that discipleship 
pathway. Are we being intentional and relational 
enough? Are we making the most of our 
opportunities to reach out to new-comers and to 
those within our community? It was also interesting 
for me as a pastor to hear Dean say that the 
“questions [people have] are around social 
acceptance not worship style”. Perhaps as 
Lutherans we sometimes become too concerned 
about those things which new-comers are not 
concerned about. We think we know what they are 
thinking when in fact we are trapped in our own 
biases and ways of thinking. 

Just to let you know and to finish up there is 
more to come and more you will be hearing about 
Dean’s involvement with us. We will have him back 
with us again probably later in the year, but in the 
meantime, in the post-Pentecost season, you can 
look forward to a five week sermon series with 
PowerPoints and Bible studies on the theme, 
“Where Love Comes to Life”. After this there will be 
a follow-up course titled, “RENEW Love. Life 
Communities”, an eight week bible study designed 
to form Missional Communities in congregations. 

As a postscript, I want to thank all those who 
participated in and attended our Holy Week 
services. It was a real delight and encouragement 
to see you all together throughout Holy Week and 
to worship our Risen Lord on Easter Sunday. We 
had over 150 people attend on Easter Sunday, and 
I received lots of positive feedback from both 
members and visitors alike. One lady said to me… 
“The Easter Sunday service was a real celebration!  
The living cross was beautiful, the balloons were 
really festive, and there were so many visitors - a 
great service, thank you”. The Lord is risen. He is 
risen indeed!   

Easter Blessings, 
Pastor Joe 

Esther Barrett 

On 31st January 2016 Esther joined our Lord in 

heaven, at the age of 83 years.   

Esther was farewelled at a service held on  

5th February at Dil’s Funeral Services, Albany 

Our sincere condolences to her family & friends. 

On Sunday 13th March we farewelled Simon Lieschke 
who’s off to Edmonton, Canada.  Our friendly Canadian 
Dennis Bowman had some words of wisdom & gifts for 
him.  All best for your new life, Simon!  We’ll miss you. 

Congratulations to Floyd & Marjon 

Gerson on the safe arrival of Benjamin 

on Saturday 26th 

March.  A little brother 

for Ruth and Christian.  
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AGM Highlights 
This year’s AGM was held on Sunday 28th February 
after the service.  The meeting commenced with a 
prayer and welcome by Pastor Joe.  There was a 
disappointingly low attendance at the meeting this 
year with only 39 Members staying on after the 
worship service. 

Pastor Joe thanked the outgoing Parish Council 
members for their dedicated service over the past 
year.  Our Chairperson Roxanne Bakke; Treasurer 
Caroline Samsom; Secretary Annabelle Skadiang; 
Fellowship Team Leader Visse Hopley and Indian/
Asian Leader Armstrong Mathews had all decided 
not to seek re-election for another year.   
The following people were elected for 2016: 

Chairperson: Fredric Doss 
Vice Chairperson: Kevin Kirtlan 
Treasurer: Anand Jala 
Secretary: vacant 
Elders Leader: Peter Morris 

The Indian/Asian community no longer wish to 
have a separate team, so no team leader was 
appointed.  The Secretary vacancy is of concern, 
and the new Parish Council will try and appoint 
someone to this role asap.  If you think you can 
help or would like to know more about what’s 
involved, please see Pastor Joe.  

Mountainside Statistics Information 

A request was made at the AGM for the annual LCA/

NZ Statistics information to be reported to the 

congregation.  So below is information for 2014 and 

2015. 

 2014 2015 

Services held 80 79 

Total attendance 6179 4978 

Total Communion attendance 3628 3242 

Average weekly attendance 99 81 

Average weekly attendance (N’shore) 16 13 

Private Communions 30 45 

Additional services (Ed Hillary) 22 21 

Baptised Members 179 165 

Confirmed Members 138 128 

Baptisms 1 1 

Confirmations 3 2 

First Communions 0 2 

Funerals 1 3 

Marriages 0 1 

Membership Gains 18 4 

Membership Losses 42* 11 

Note: This figure is high because we conducted a clean-up of the 

church database and removed people whom we hadn’t had any 

contact with for several years. 

We also report information on our various ministry 

groups as well as finances.  If anyone wishes to see 

our full statistical returns, I am happy to provide this 

upon request.    Kathy Kirtlan 

Where’s hope? 
“Hi there. Could you please send me the booklet “take heart in 
your grief”? Many thanks.” Greg, www.facetoface.org.nz 

Face to Face - Jesus’ message of hope - is being played on 
Newstalk ZB and The Hits and people are responding, including 
people like Greg. 
In our first month on radio, 79 people responded to the radio 
programs and went to www.facetoface.org.nz. In the first two 
weeks of March, 89 people have responded to the program, 
including Pania, “Hello, could you please send me the free three 
booklets pls? Thank you.” 
Many people are downloading and reading the booklets. 
They’re also reading about who we are and about the 
Mountainside Lutheran Church. Most importantly, people are 
receiving Jesus’ message of hope. 
If you’d like to know more about what is happening, go to 
www.facetoface.org.nz. You can like and follow us on 
www.facebook.com/facetofacenz. Over 300 people have 
already liked our Facebook page. The radio messages have 
been made into short messages and used to reach out to 
people through Facebook. Feel free to like and share the 30 
second videos. 
“Hey! I heard your ad on the radio this morning and decided to send you a quick note... I really warmed 
to the ad and I think it's the best Christian ad I've ever heard on the radio. The girl feels very natural and 
'normal' and it's attractive and makes the message seem quite genuine. Well done, keep up the good 
work! Cheers :)” John, email 
Thanks for your prayers and encouragement. Your support is greatly appreciated and is making a real 
difference to people. 
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Saturday 2nd April and 

Saturday 7th May  

9 am – noon  

These will be the last 2 car boot sales before 

our 3 month winter break.  We’ll be back on 

the first Saturday in September.  

Book a stall or come along for a bargain or a cuppa and slice from our café (proceeds go 

towards the church lighting replacement project). It’s also a great time to meet the local 

community around the church. 

Selling spots are $10 (or $15 if you wish to have a table supplied).  If you would like to know 

more, or to book a spot, please contact the church office on  579 4490 or email 

lcnz.auckland@clear.net.nz. 

Location: Te Atatu South 

Leaders: Jan & Ray Meharg 

Ph: 09 837 2424 

Email: meharg@paradise.net.nz 

Location: 224 Te Atatu Road, Te Atatu South 

  (Beryl Morris’s home) 

Wednesdays, 7:30—9 pm (fortnightly) 

Start date: 6th April 

Location: Three Kings 

Leader: Neil Lindstrom 

Ph: 09 625 7071 

Email: lindfam@paradise.net.nz 

Location: 15 Warren Avenue, Three Kings 

  (Fredric & Mari Doss’ home) 

Tuesdays, 7:30—9 pm (fortnightly) 

Start date: April 13
th

  

Location: Orewa 

Leader: Al Visini 

Ph: 09 426 4424 

Email: al.visini.co.nz 

Location: 399 Hibiscus Coast Highway, Orewa 

Start date: to be advised 

SMALL GROUP MINISTRY 

Most of our small groups will be starting again during April, and we would like to 

encourage all members to be involved in a small group in their local area. 

Please make contact with the group leaders if you would like more information. 

Location: Mt Wellington 

Leader: Kevin and Dori Reeve 

Ph: 021 125 0157 

Email: kevinanddori@gmail.com 

Location: Mountainside Lutheran Church,  

1 Harris Road, Mt Wellington 

Start date: to be advised 

Location: Mt Wellington 

Leader: Pastor Joe 

Ph: 021 151 5186 

Email: joe.kummerow@clear.net.nz  

Location: Mountainside Lutheran Church,  

1 Harris Road, Mt Wellington 

Wednesday, April 20
th

, 10—11 am & 

Wednesday, May 18
th

, 10—11 am, then 

fortnightly on Wednesdays 

Resurrection Sunday @ Mountainside 

mailto:meharg@paradise.net.nz
mailto:lindfam@paradise.net.nz
mailto:kevinanddori@gmail.com
mailto:joe.kummerow@clear.net.nz
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On Sunday 17th April the Immanuel 

College ensemble group will be joining us 

for our service at 10 am, and will enhance 

our worship by playing for us!  There will 

be a shared Potluck Lunch at the 

conclusion of the service and before 

concert begins at 1 pm. 

If you’re planning on attending the lunch, 

please bring along a plate of food to 

share. 

Mountainside Church Picnic  

@ Cornwall Park, 

Palm Sunday 20th March 



APRIL/MAY 2016 Page 6 

Deadline for articles for the June/July 2016 

issue of ‘Mountainside Rumblings’ is  

TUESDAY 24th MAY 2016. 

Don’t forget that you have 3 options for receiving 
this newsletter—a printed copy available in the 
foyer of Mountainside Lutheran Church, we can 
post you a copy if you let us know your address, or 
we can email a copy in PDF format which you can 
enjoy in full colour!!  Just contact Kathy and she 
will organise it for you.  And please remember to 
let us know if your contact details change so we 
can alter our records accordingly.   

Thanks very much. 

‘Happy Birthday’ and Best Wishes 

to the following people celebrat-

ing birthdays in April: 

&

PRAYER POINTS 
In your prayers this month, please 
pray for the following: 

We pray ... 
 With thanks for the sacrifice of your Son, 

Jesus Christ at Easter, and for granting us 

forgiveness for all our sins. 

 For our newly elected members of Parish 

Council—may God’s will be at the forefront of 

their decision-making this year. 

 For our small group ministry leaders as they 

prepare to begin meeting regularly again, and 

for all participants that their faith may grow. 

 For the LCNZ Church Workers Conference 

being held in Hamilton 4th—6th April.  May our 

servants of the Lord enjoy this time of learning 

and fellowship with each other. 

 For the people of New Zealand, our 

congregation in Auckland, the Lutheran 

Church of New Zealand, media outlet NZME, 

and Lutheran Media as we communicate 

Christ's message of hope into people's lives 

via the Newstalk ZB & The Hits radio stations. 

 For the students and teachers of Immanuel 

College as they tour New Zealand during April. 

 For the families of all those killed and injured 

in the recent terror attacks in Belgium and 

Pakistan. 

 For all who are sick or suffering at this time— 

may God give them strength and his healing 

comfort. 

Barbara Court (1st) Lucy Kummerow (1st) 
Noah Thuesen (7th) Michelle Doss (14th) 
Jan Meharg (15th) Brent Samsom (15th) 
Peter Lever (20th) Keith Phyn (21st) 
Margaret Lindstrom (24th)  
Visse Hopley (25th) Solomon Tedella (26th) 

Wedding Anniversary Congratulations to: 
Al and Fay Visini 57 years on the 4th 
Visse and Paul Hopley 47 years on the 19th 
Lyall & Petra Tavener 2 years on the 19th 

‘Happy Birthday’ and Best Wishes to the following 

people celebrating birthdays in May: 

Eris Malcolm (1st) Fredric Doss (1st) 
Dawn Smith (6th) Petra Tavener (10th) 
Louise Phyn (15th) Abby Abera (16th) 
Terry-Lee Walker (16th)  Bernard Naish (16th)
Marc Sullin (17th) Stella Hewett (17th)  
Martha Nielsen Holgersen (18th) 
Rachel Kirtlan (20th) Roxanne Bakke (21st) 
Paul Samsom (21st) Armstrong Mathews (24th)   
David Gutla (26th) Peter Golconda (28th)
Cynthia Gopireddy (28th) 
Ruth Gerson (29th) Stan Skadiang (30th) 

Wedding Anniversary Congratulations to: 
Stephen & Margaret Lindstrom  30 years on 3rd 
Keith & Elizabeth Duncan 44 years on the 5th 
Stuart & Kate Neal 21 years on the 20th 
Cynthia Gopireddy & Kurian Talapati 23 years on 27th 

Palm Sunday @ Mountainside, decorated with ponga 
(silver fern) branches.   


