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Easter Encounter of a Different Kind 

touched by the Holy Spirit in a personal, tangible 
and spiritual manner. Some can feel it in their 
body, see visions, or other kinds of experiences 
that understandably keep them excited about 
their relationship with God. 

However, less exciting, but nevertheless of 
equal if not greater significance, would be to 
encounter the Lord in the Scriptures. Twice in 
the above passage, Paul refers to the events as 
“in accordance with the Scriptures”. The 
Scriptures not only mention the Lord Jesus 
Christ; He also said “The words that I speak to 
you are spirit, and they are life” (John 6:63, 

NKJV). When we read the Scriptures, we are not 
merely coming face-to-face with printed words. 
We also meet the One who is Word, and Life 
(John 1:1-4). 

Our Lord wants to meet us. He will conjure 
unexpected ways and places for that to happen. 
As a young person and, later, a young monk and 
academic, Luther had struggled with an all-
consuming guilty conscience that had thrown 
him into disarray. He wrote: “I tortured myself 
with prayer, fasting, vigils and freezing; the frost 
alone might have killed me…. What else did I 
seek by doing this but God, who was supposed 
to note my strict observance of the monastic 
order and my austere life? His gradual discovery 
of how the individual sinner finds forgiveness in 
God through his lectures on the Psalms 
climaxed in the most liberating encounter with 
Christ in Romans 1:17: that the “righteousness 
of God” in this text is not, as he had been taught, 
referring to a divine attribute, but to the divine 
activity of clothing sinners in the righteousness 
of Christ through the gift of faith. At last, he 
found solace for his own spiritual strivings. 

John Wesley did not have a Paul-like 
encounter. Nor was he even reading the 
Scriptures. What he heard were words read from 
Martin Luther’s preface to the book of Romans. 
Those words warmed his heart in a strange, yet 
transformative way. He was assured at that 
moment, and cleared of any doubt that he might 
have had about his salvation.   

 … continued page 2 ... 

E 
very now and then, I hear the remark that a 
person has had “an encounter with God”. 

This is said to account for the noticeable change 
that has taken place in that person’s life. Often 
the conversation refers to a person who had 
been a nominal Christian, a sceptic, or even one 
who did not believe in God at all. 

To point to an encounter with God as the 
cause for change in a person’s life would be an 
empty claim if not for the message of Easter. 
This was the experience of Apostle Paul. His life 
took a radical turn for the better when Jesus met 
him along the road to Damascus. He knew how 
important this was when he wrote to the church 
at Corinth: 1 Corinthians 15:3–8 (ESV) 
“For I delivered to you as of first importance what 
I also received: that Christ died for our sins in 
accordance with the Scriptures, that he was 
buried, that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the Scriptures, and that he 
appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve … Last 
of all, as to one untimely born, he also appeared 
to me.” 

It is important to hear the message that Jesus 
died for our sins, was buried and rose on the 
third day. That must always remain a priority, the 
first thing we communicate at the earliest 
possible opportunity. 

Yet the message does not really sink in, and 
often the motivation to grow does not happen, 
until there is a personal encounter with the risen 
Lord. There may be an initial burst of grateful 
enthusiasm at the recognition that our sins have 
been forgiven and we have received eternal life. 
However, when our hearts burn like the disciples’ 
following their extended conversation with the 
risen Lord, then like them we will rise up to 
spread the word about Him (Luke 24:27-38). 

This encounter can take place in various ways. 
An encounter like Paul’s on the Damascus road 
would be a dramatic experience forever etched 
in one’s soul. It becomes an essential and 
frequent reference point in one’s testimony to the 
power of God, like it was for Paul (Acts 22:4ff, 

26:12ff). 
There are many today who can share similar 

(though not identical) experiences of being 
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(… continued from page 1) 

It would be wonderful if one were to have an 
encounter like Paul, or even Wesley. The reality 
for the vast majority of us is that it would be rare, 
if it happens at all. The regular meet-with-Jesus 
occasions are within-the-Scriptures type. 
Honestly, I prefer these times to the Damascus 
road events, which in any case we cannot 
orchestrate.  

So rejoice when such things happen to us. 
Then let us move daily to meet the risen Lord in 
the Scriptures. Let us remind ourselves again 
this Easter that Our Lord Jesus is indeed Risen 
and Alive! He is Risen and Alive in the 
Scriptures and shall Rise Up to the occasions in 
our lives. 

Blessed Easter! 
Pastor William Chang 

AGM Highlights 
This year’s AGM was held on Sunday 18th March 
after the service and was the first AGM to be held 
since the new Constitution By-Laws were approved 
last year.   
The following people were elected for 2018: 

Chairperson: Fredric Doss 
Treasurer: Margaret Lindstrom 
Additional Parish Council members:  
 Sonya Tippett 

Peter Morris 
Tabitha Fagan 

Elders: Fredric Doss 
Annette Nielsen-Geese 
Stan Skadiang 
Peter Morris 
Daniel Pilli 

Al Visini stood down from his role as an Elder after 
many years of faith service—thanks Al! 

Parish Council is in the process of obtaining 
quotes for the installation of heat pumps in the 
main church auditorium.  A preliminary quote of 
$17,500 has been received so far.  This project 
isn’t included in this year’s budget so we are 
asking for donations to help offset the cost.  If you 
wish to make a donation towards the heat pumps, 
please clearly mark it ‘Heat Pumps’, either on an 
envelope or via direct payment into our bank 
account 12-3018-0140750-50.  Quotes will also be 
obtained for heating the back area of the church 
as well. 

Research is also being done on the feasibility of 
mounting LCD screens at the front of the church 
instead of using the data projector. 

Discussion took place around the proposed sale 
of the current manse at 16 Lushington Place and 
the purchase of a new manse closer to the church.  
The property will be listed with 2 real estate 
agents, and authorisation was given to proceed 
with the sale and purchase if it is cost neutral.  
However if extra funds are needed, it shall be 
presented to the parish for approval prior to 
purchase. 

Beryl Jean Morris 

On 25th January 2018 Beryl joined our 

Lord in heaven, at the age of 87 years.   

Beryl was farewelled at a service held on  

31st January. 

Gunars (Tom) Gravis 

On 14th March 2018 Gunars joined our 

Lord in heaven, at the age of 85 years.   

Gunars was farewelled at a service held on  

17th March. 

Our sincere condolences to the family & 

friends of both Beryl and Gunars. 

Beryl Morris 
As Beryl's family we would like to 
thank you all for the love and care 
shown to us at the time of our 
Mum's passing.  We have felt very 
supported by the cards, letters, 

phone-calls, flowers, memories, and your 
attendance at her funeral service. 

‘Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His 
saints.’ Psalm 116:15  Jan, Mandy, Peter and families 

Mt Wellington 
Foodbank 
Demand for food parcels 
remains high this year, so 
please remember to put a 
few extra items in your 
trolley when grocery 
shopping to donate to the Foodbank.  Items 
such as tin fruit, pasta & sauces, cereals, tin 
fish, sandwich spreads, snack bars for 
school lunches are always welcome.  Cash 
donations to buy fresh food are also very 
welcome. 
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The Three Days of Easter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fellow saints in Christ – 

I am looking forward very much to being with you over the Easter weekend and to leading you 

in worship through these most significant and beautiful days with regard to our Christian faith. 

Every Sunday in worship the church celebrates the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

The Holy Spirit gathers us to receive again the gifts of God that come to us through Christ, the 

saving Word.  

However, on several key days at the centre of the church year, worship takes a particular shape.  

These central days have come to be known as the Three Days, recalling Jesus’ own words to his 

disciples that he would be handed over to death, and that “after three days he will rise 

again” (Mark 10:34).  

The Three Days encompass the time from Maundy Thursday evening through to Easter Day.  In 

particular, the services of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter unfold in a single 

movement, as the church each year journeys with Christ through death into life. 

The intensity of this weekend in terms of the central events of our salvation, lends itself to some 

incredibly rich drama and ritual in our worship.  My hope and prayer will be that, in the power 

of the Holy Spirit, you will be drawn into the drama and ritual of these services in such a way that 

they might enhance your reception of the Gospel.   

Maundy Thursday: 
On this night we begin the Three Days during which we participate once again in the saving 

power of Jesus’ passing over from death into life.  This service includes the words of Jesus’ 

new commandment (mandatum, from which Maundy comes) to love one another.  As a sign of 

our calling to follow Jesus’ example of humility and service, we will participate in the foot-

washing; washing one another’s feet as Jesus washed the disciples’ feet.  On this night in 

which Jesus was handed over to death we also gather around the Lord’s Supper.  At the end of 

the service, the altar area will be stripped of furnishings, the church will be darkened, we will 

hear Psalm 22, and leave worship in silence, all as a sign of Jesus’ abandonment. 

And then I invite you to join me in the ‘Garden of Gethsemane’ for a quiet hour of watching 

and waiting with Jesus … hearing the Word, prayer, meditation, song … 

Good Friday: 
We will gather in silence on Good Friday morning, where the service will continue the 

journey through the Three Days of Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection.  During this 

service we will place various items from the cross (thorns, inscription, vinegar etc.) in the 

midst of our worship space, we will read and hear scripture, we will hear brief meditations 

from Max Lucado’s book, He Chose the Nails, we will sing and pray and keep silence … 

Easter Sunday: 
Again, we will gather in silence, but with expectant joy.  Today, Christians around the world 

gather to celebrate Christ’s passage from death to life.  We will begin with lighting the ‘new 

fire’ (the Paschal Candle), and celebrating light spreading from the light of Christ, the water 

and Word of baptismal resurrection, and the first resurrection meal; the Feast of Victory for 

our God.  The spirit of this worship will be our great resurrection joy, so I invite you to bring 

along flowers to decorate the cross, wear colourful clothes, and bring a bell to ring.  Alleluia!  

Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

Please invite friends and family to come along for the most exciting worship weekend there is! 

       +Mark (Bishop) 
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Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me! 

Chances are, you started humming along as 
you read those lyrics. Considering that some 
estimates claim that the beloved spiritual is 
performed roughly 10 million times annually, 
it's no wonder. "Amazing Grace" is easily one 
of the most recognizable hymns in the English
-speaking world.  Although the words and 
tune (NEW BRITAIN, for those of us who 
aren't hymn tune connoisseurs) are 
recognizable to most, many are unaware of 
the song's history. We tend to sing its words 
and reflect on them in terms of our own 
lives—grateful for God's grace—and 
understandably so. But knowing where the 
song came from allows us to appreciate it in a 
new and more profound way. 

The story behind the hymn "Amazing 
Grace" 
Written almost two and a half centuries ago in 
1772, the words for "Amazing Grace" were 
borne from the heart, mind and experiences 
of the Englishman John Newton. Knowing the 
story of John Newton and the journey he went 
through before writing the hymn will help to 
understand the depth of his words and his 
gratefulness for God's truly amazing grace. 
Having lived through a rather unfortunate and 
troubled childhood (his mother passed away 
when he was just six years old), Newton spent 
years fighting against authority, going so far 
as trying to desert the Royal Navy in his 
twenties. Later, abandoned by his crew in 
West Africa, he was forced to be a servant to 
a slave trader but was eventually rescued. On 
the return voyage to England, a severe storm 
hit and almost sank the ship, prompting 
Newton to begin his spiritual conversion as he 
cried out to God to save them from the storm. 
Upon his return, however, Newton became a 
slave ship master, a profession in which he 
served for several years. Bringing slaves from 
Africa to England over multiple trips, he 
admitted to sometimes treating the slaves 
abhorrently. In 1754, after becoming violently 
ill on a sea voyage, Newton abandoned the 
slave trade, and seafaring, altogether, 
wholeheartedly devoting his life to God's 
service. 
He was ordained as an Anglican priest in 1764 
and became quite popular as a preacher and 
hymn writer, penning some 280 hymns, 
among them the great "Amazing Grace," 
which first appeared in the Olney Hymns, 
printed by Newton and poet/fellow writer 
William Cowper. It was later set to the popular 
tune NEW BRITAIN in 1835 by William Walker. 
In later years, Newton fought alongside 
William Wilberforce, leader of the 
parliamentary campaign to abolish the African 
slave trade. He described the horrors of the 

slave trade in a tract he wrote supporting the 
campaign and lived to see the British passage 
of the Slave Trade Act 1807. 
And now, we see how lyrics like: 

I once was lost, 
but now am found, 
Was blind 
but now I see. 

and 
Through many dangers, toils, and snares 
I have already come. 
'Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 

carry a much deeper meaning than a sinner's 
mere gratitude. Close to death at various 
times and blind to reality at others, Newton 
would most assuredly not have written 
"Amazing Grace" if not for his tumultuous 
past. And many of us would then be without 
these lovely words that so aptly describe our 
own relationship with Christ and our reliance 
on God's grace in our lives: 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed. 

Modern interpretations 
Those who have read Harriet Beecher Stowe's 
classic African American novel, Uncle Tom's 
Cabin, may remember that Tom sings three 
verses of "Amazing Grace," including one 
verse not written by Newton, which is now 
traditionally sung as the final verse: 

When we've been there ten thousand 
years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 
We've no less days to sing God's praise, 
Than when we first begun. 

A movie named for the song was made in 
2006 that tells the story of William 
Wilberforce's fight for abolition, with Albert 
Finney playing a repentant John Newton. A 
world premier musical of the same name 
launched in late 2017 that focuses more on 
Newton's story and journey and its influence 
on the song. 
Over the years, musicians and singers from 
Elvis Presley and Andrea Bocelli to Celine 
Dion, Destiny's Child and Leann Rhimes have 
performed this quintessential song. Even 
former President Barack Obama gave a 
powerful rendition during his eulogy for 
reverend and state senator Clementa 
Pinckney, a victim of the Charleston church 
shooting in 2015. 

Reprinted with permission of Oregon Catholic Press 
https://tinyurl.com/ocpamazinggrace  

'Amazing Grace' 
—The story behind one of the  
best-loved songs of all time 

https://www.ocp.org/en-us/songs/116/amazing-grace
https://tinyurl.com/ocpamazinggrace
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Mountainside Statistics Information 

Below is a summary of the LCA Statistics return for 

2017 as well as 2016 just for comparison. 

 2017 2016 

Services held 77 73 

Total attendance 5760 5385 

Total Communion attendance 4165 3634 

Average weekly attendance 99 92 

Average weekly attendance (N’shore) 11 12 

Private Communions 25 35 

Additional services (Ed Hillary) 20 20 

Baptised Members 164 160 

Confirmed Members 132 130 

Baptisms 2 7 

Confirmations 0 0 

First Communions 7 0 

Funerals 2 3 

Marriages 1 2 

Membership Gains 10 8 

Membership Losses 18 19 

We also report information on our various ministry 

groups as well as finances.  If anyone wishes to see 

our full statistical returns, I am happy to provide this 

upon request.    Kathy Kirtlan 

Once again we are selling Entertainment Books and Digital memberships to raise funds for our 

youth.  Order forms are on the table in the foyer or you can order online using this link 

http://www.entbook.co.nz/100l834.   

The price per book/digital membership is 

$70 for which you get over $20,000 

worth of offers!  See Kathy or Fredric if 

you would like more information.  We 

hope to have the books available for 

distribution from mid April. 

Congratulations to Nina Sawyer on her 

100th Birthday on 5th March 2018 

On 11th February 2018 Pastor Brian Schwarz baptised Reuben 
Alexander Oakes, son of Alex & Amanda Oakes and brother of 
Louise.  Welcome to our Mountainside family Reuben! 

Kathy’s Retiring! 

After 21½ years working as the Administration 

Assistant for the Auckland Lutheran Parish, I 

feel the time has come for me to hang up 

my keyboard and take life a bit easier.  I feel 

truly blessed to have worked with so many 

wonderful people over the years—ministers, 

lay workers and volunteers—to provide 

support in our mission of spreading the good 

news of God’s saving love and grace for all. 

I hope the transition period to the new 

Administrator (who will be announced shortly) 

will run smoothly over the next few months. 

I’d also like to take the opportunity to wish 

everyone a very Blessèd Easter—He is Risen!! 

Kathy Kirtlan 

http://www.entbook.co.nz/100l834
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Deadline for articles for the June/July 2018 

issue of ‘Mountainside Rumblings’ is  

TUESDAY 22nd MAY 2018. 

Don’t forget that you have 3 options for receiving 
this newsletter—a printed copy available in the 
foyer of Mountainside Lutheran Church, we can 
post you a copy if you let us know your address, or 
we can email a copy in PDF format which you can 
enjoy in full colour!!  Just contact the office and we 
will organise it for you.  And please remember to 
let us know if your contact details change so we 
can alter our records accordingly.   

Thanks very much. 

PRAYER POINTS 
In your prayers this month, please 
pray for the following: 

We pray ... 
 With thanks for the sacrifice of your Son, 

Jesus Christ at Easter, and for granting us 

forgiveness for all our sins.  Thanks also to 

Bishop Mark Whitfield for leading our Easter 

worship services. 

 With thanks for the interim ministry of Pastor 

Brian Schwarz & wife Janet during January/

February, and Pastor Lou Pfeiffer & wife Hazel 

who will join us during May/June. 

 For Pastor Nich Kitchen, his wife Julie & family 

as they consider the call to come and minister 

to us here in Auckland. Lord, bless them as 

they seek guidance to do your will. 

 For the members of our Parish Council, Elders 

and all who serve our parish through our 

various ministries. 

 For Sandra & Bernard Naish as they mourn 

the loss of Sandra’s mother Martha Rodriguez 

Bonoso in Mexico on 16th February; and also 

the family of Gunars (Tom) Gravis who passed 

away on 14th March. 

 For the churches & volunteers involved with 

the Mt Wellington Foodbank and all who work 

with those in need. 

 For all who are sick or suffering at this time— 

may God give them strength and his healing 

comfort. 

 For peace in our troubled world.  Be with all 

who have suffered tragedy through natural 

disasters, war, acts of terror, etc.  Bless those 

working for Lutheran World Service and other 

disaster relief agencies as they provide 

assistance to those in need. 

Barbara Court (1st) Sione Ongoongo (6th) 
Mosi Fifita (12th) Michelle Doss (14th) 
Jan Meharg (15th) Brent Samsom (15th) 
Peter Lever (20th) Keith Phyn (21st) 
Margaret Lindstrom (24th)  Visse Hopley (25th)  

Wedding Anniversary Congratulations to: 
Al and Fay Visini 59 years on the 4th 
Visse and Paul Hopley 49 years on the 19th 

‘Happy Birthday’ and Best Wishes to the following 

people celebrating birthdays in May: 

Eris Malcolm (1st) Fredric Doss (1st) 
Dawn Smith (6th) Louise Phyn (15th) 
Abby Abera (16th) Bernard Naish (16th) 
Terry-Lee Walker (16th) 
Marc Sullin (17th) Stella Hewett (17th)  
Martha Nielsen Holgersen (18th)   
Anand Jala (18th) Rachel Kirtlan (20th) 
Roxanne Bakke (21st) Paul Samsom (21st) 
Lowri Morris (22nd) Armstrong Mathews (24th)    
Amitola Masima (26th) Peter Golconda (28th) 
Cynthia Gopireddy (28th) 
Ruth Gerson (29th) Stan Skadiang (30th) 

Wedding Anniversary Congratulations to: 
Stephen & Margaret Lindstrom  32 years on 3rd 
Keith & Elizabeth Duncan 46 years on the 5th 
Stuart & Kate Neal 23 years on the 20th 

‘Happy Birthday’ and 

Best Wishes to the fol-

lowing people celebrating 

birthdays in April: 


