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Doctrines As Performing The Truth 

Many Christians tend to think of doctrines as a 
set of ideas about God that the Church 
needlessly imposes upon its members. Doctrines 
are important, but why they are important is not 
apparent. Right doctrines are right ideas about 
God while wrong doctrines are wrong ideas 
about God. But why should right ideas about 
God matter at all?  

Isn’t it more important that we should behave 
right? We could cite examples of people who 
have perfectly right beliefs but are not living right, 
whereas there are others whose understanding 
of God may be quite incomplete and simplistic, 
yet may be living better lives. If right belief (or 
orthodoxy) does not necessarily lead to right 
practice (orthopraxy), what is the point of right 
belief ?  

A faith that does not lead to good works is a 
dead faith, according to James. If so, wouldn’t it 
be better to have no faith at all than a dead one? 
A dead faith renders one more culpable than one 
who has no faith. 

Furthermore, doctrines are shrouded in 
controversies. For every doctrine there are 
several different points of view each claiming to 
be the correct one. It leaves the average 
layperson confused. If theologians themselves 
cannot agree on anything, where does that leave 
ordinary Christians? 

For many modern Christians these objections 
are sufficient reason to give doctrines a wide 
berth. They would rather go for a seminar on 
how to be an effective cross-cultural missionary 
than undertake a course of study that has no 
immediate practical benefits. 

I would like to suggest that the problem may be 
due to a misunderstanding regarding the nature 
of Christian doctrines. Doctrines are not ideas 
about God—at least this is not the way doctrines 
began.  

If we read the gospels closely, we will have 
noticed that although Jesus spent a great deal of 
time teaching his twelve disciples, they, for the 
most part, did not quite understand what he 

taught. On the most crucial matters regarding 
Jesus’ identity, they misunderstood him. E.g. 
Peter rightly confessed (inspired by divine 
revelation) that Jesus was the Son of the living 
God; yet, he was thinking like most Jews of his 
day that Jesus’ mission was to set up a 
theocracy. He could not conceive of a king who 
had to suffer and die. Peter had the right 
formula, but the truth did not quite sink in. 

What brought about a decisive change in their 
understanding was their encounter with the risen 
Christ. It was after the resurrection that his 
disciples recalled his teaching and understood 
(cf. John 2:22). Before the resurrection, all they 
had were jumbled pieces of a jig-saw puzzle; 
after the resurrection, the pieces fell into place. 
Everything that Jesus taught them now began to 
make sense.  

Their encounter with their risen rabbi forced the 
first disciples to revise their inherited Jewish 
monotheism. They could not escape the fact that 
what Jesus claimed for himself was exactly what 
Yahweh in the Old Testament claimed that he 
would do for his people. But if Jesus is somehow 
identified with Yahweh, what are we to make of 
the One Jesus repeatedly addresses as 
“Father”? The attempt to answer this question 
constitutes the beginning of a trinitarian doctrine. 
The true doctrine of God did not begin as 
abstract ideas, but with the risen Christ coming 
to meet his disciples which culminated in 
Thomas’ confession: “My Lord, and my God!” It 
was the encounter with the risen Christ which 
elicited a confession of faith. 

The story of the risen Christ was circulated orally 
before it was finally written down in what we now 
know as the “gospels” (Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John). Over time it was reflected upon and 
formulated in a more concise form to be passed 
on faithfully to subsequent generations of 
believers. These concise summaries of the faith 
(called the Rule of Faith) were eventually 
standardized in the Apostles’ Creed. The Creed 
(derived from Latin credo: “I believe”) is a 
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Parish Council Update 
 The manse renovation is now complete and 

is looking fantastic. There has been a new 
kitchen, dining room flooring, bathroom, 
and ensuite installed. The bedrooms have 
been painted and the outside area was 
tidied up during a working bee the Saturday 
before the Kitchen Family arrival. 

 Fundraising for heat pumps to be installed 
in the church was successful and the 
installation is complete. 

 A date has been set for the Parish Semi 
AGM—Sunday 19th August. 

 Pastor Nich Kitchen and the family have 
arrived safely and were installed with us on 
Sunday 5th August. 

 

confession of faith of which Thomas’ confession 
was the archetype. This Creed was memorized 
and confessed by all believers at their baptism.  

Believers today continue to confess the Creed at 
baptism. It is not merely a set of ideas but a 
precious, living truth which links the newly-
baptized with the first disciples who encountered 
the risen Christ and were radically transformed. 
Present-day believers too have encountered the 
risen Christ in the waters of baptism; there, they 
died with Christ, were buried, and risen with him 
to newness of life (Rom 6:4). Baptism is no mere 
ritual but a real participation in the death, burial 
and resurrection of Christ. 

If we understand doctrines in relation to our 
baptismal confession which has its roots in the 
apostles’ encounter with the risen Christ, then 
we begin to realize that doctrines are not mere 
concepts; rather, they are real links to the living 
faith of the people of God through the centuries. 
In the act of confessing “I believe…” we are one 
with the first disciples who confessed, “My Lord, 
and my God!” We begin to experience the vitality 
of doctrine when we ask: What is this teaching 
calling us to do? Doctrines, according to Kevin 
Vanhoozer, are “prompts” to be performed rather 
than merely ideas to be glibly parroted.  

The performance of doctrine is what we do 
regularly at worship, especially in the liturgy, 
where we proclaim, confess, and encounter God 
as Trinity. It is from this repeated doing of 
doctrines that they are ‘inscripted’ into our very 
being. Over time, they shape our worldview and 
behaviour.  

Pastor William Chang,  

Botany Lutheran Church  

Mountainside Lutheran Church 

PARISH SEMI AGM 

will be held after the  

worship service on 

SUNDAY 19th AUGUST 

All welcome 

Dick (Theodorus) Quax 

On the 28th May 2018 Dick joined our Lord  

in heaven, at the age of 70.   

Dick was farewelled at a service held on  

2nd June. 

Mountainside Women  

will be hosting a  

SOUP & DESSERT 

LUNCH 

following the Sunday Worship Service on  

2nd September 

Please stay and enjoy a 

scrumptious bowl of 

soup and a delicious 

dessert.   

Margrit Romaniuk 

On the 30th July 2018 Margrit joined our Lord  

in heaven, at the age of 89.   

Margrit will be farewelled at a service held on 10th 

August at Mountainside. 

Our sincere condolences to the family and friends of both Dick and Margrit. 
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Installation of Pastor Nich Kitchen  

Sunday 5th August 2018 

Last Sunday, we had a wonderful time celebrating the installation Pastor Nich Kitchen.  

Approximately 140 people joined us for the occasion and helped us to welcome  

Pastor Nich, Julie, Josiah, Caleb and Samuel into the Mountainside family. About 40 of that  

number were visitors from other parishes including Botany Lutheran Church and Pastor  

William Chang, and also local community businesses and 

organisation representatives.    

The service was led by Bishop Mark Whitfield and  

included a performance of the song ’Jesus Loves Me’ by 

the Sunday School children and presenting of the  

symbols by members of the congregation (four family 

groups).  Bishop Mark’s sermon theme was ‘Sir give us 

this bread’ based on Exodus 16:4.   

At the conclusion of the service everyone enjoyed a deli-

cious shared lunch and time of fellowship together. 

We now look forward to getting to know Pastor Nich, 

Julie, Josiah, Caleb and Samuel over the coming months. 

 

 

 

Above: Kitchen 

Family 

Far Left:  

Sunday School 

Children 

Left: Bishop 

Mark Whitfield 

Kids Talk  

Above: Bishop Mark installs Pastor Nich Kitchen 
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Deadline for articles for the Oct/Nov 2018 

issue of ‘Mountainside Rumblings’ is  

TUESDAY 26th SEPTEMBER 2018. 

Don’t forget that you have 3 options for receiving 
this newsletter—a printed copy available in the 
foyer of Mountainside Lutheran Church, we can 
post you a copy if you let us know your address, or 
we can email a copy in PDF format which you can 
enjoy in full colour!!  Just contact the office and we 
will organise it for you.  And please remember to 
let us know if your contact details change so we 
can alter our records accordingly.   

Thanks very much. 

PRAYER POINTS 
In your prayers this month, please 
pray for the following: 

We pray ... 
 With thanks for all the lay readers, assistants 

and guest pastors who helped serve us during 

our time of vacancy. 

 For Pastor Nich, Julie, Josiah, Caleb & Samuel 

Kitchen as they settle in Auckland, and  

become part of the Mountainside family.  

 For Roxanne Bakke, Jacob & Theo as they 

mourn the loss of their husband and father, 

Dick Quax who passed away in May. 

 For the family of Margrit Romaniuk who 

passed away at the end of July and will be 

farewelled at Mountainside on Friday 10th 

August. 

 For the members of our Parish Council, Elders 

and all who serve our parish through our 

various ministries. 

 For the churches & volunteers involved with 

the Mt Wellington Foodbank and all who work 

with those in need. 

 For all who are sick or suffering at this time— 

may God give them strength and his healing 

comfort. 

 For people in need of hope that their ears are 

opened to receive the good news of Jesus 

Christ. 

 For all children and teachers as they return to 

school and work refreshed and ready for term 

3 of the school year. 

 For all Fathers as we celebrate them this 

Fathers Day in September. 

 For our upcoming Semi AGM on 19th August 

and the discussions that will take place. 

Arild Hansen (7th) Linda Walker (7th) 
Vernon Walker (10th) Floyd Gerson (12th) 
Aarthi Pilli (15th) Ingrid Phyn (17th)
Premswaroop Maddella (23rd) 
Saskia Jorna (23rd) 
Julie Sigamani (25th) Kevin Kirtlan (27th) 
Fay Visini (31st) 

Wedding Anniversary Congratulations to: 
Peter and Eva Lever 47 years on the 7th 

‘Happy Birthday’ and Best Wishes to the following 

people celebrating birthdays in September: 

Ben Hopley (5th) Kyin Wong (5th) 

Thomas Lindstrom (7th) Peter Heidrich (7th) 

Sophie Thomson (10th) Al Visini (11th) 

Marge Rowland (14th) Francesca Jorna (15th)

Mary Fifita (26th) Peter Morris (28th)

Amaana Pilli (30th) 

‘Happy Birthday’ and 

Best Wishes to the fol-

lowing people celebrating 

birthdays in August: 

 


