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God Working Among Us Cross-Culturally 

faced with is how to communicate effectively 
to someone with a different cultural world 
view or understanding.  
 
I remember going to a workshop once and 
hearing a man and wife talk about a funny 
example of misinterpretation. This couple 
were missionaries in a country in Africa and 
had been among the people of the village for 
some time, learnt the language and were 
making some progress in teaching the people 
the Christian faith. This couple were 
American, and one of the things they liked to 
do occasionally, was to order things from 
home. On one occasion when their daughter 
was only six months old, they decided to 
order in some baby food from America, to 
help their daughter with nutrition. Now they 
had ordered other types of canned food 
before, things like corn, peas, carrots etc. So 
the village people had seen these types of 
cans before. However, this time something 
seemed to go very wrong. The missionary 
couple had received their order and were 
unpacking the cans, whilst some of the other 
villagers were present. Suddenly, the visitors 
left without warning. And for the next week, 
no one spoke to them. People turned their 
back on them to avoid speaking to them, they 
avoided making eye contact with them and 
were in effect shunning them. The elders 
asked them to leave the village and that they 
were no longer interested in hearing about 
Jesus.  
 
The Missionary couple were at a complete 
loss. They did not know what they had done 
wrong. So in desperation one day the man 
spoke to someone to find out what it was that 
had actually happened and why things had 
gone bad so quickly. The answer he received 
shocked him. The village people believed that 
the missionaries were evil because they were 
eating humans. Imagine the surprise of the 
missionary hearing this! He asked how they 
knew this. He was told they had seen the 
baby picture on the cans that they had 
unpacked! You see every other label they had 
seen on a can was a picture of what was 
inside the can. There was a picture of corn on 
the corn can etc. They looked at the baby 
food can and saw a picture of a baby and 
assumed that what was inside the can was a 

R 
omans 12: 1-2 So here’s what I 
want you to do, God helping you: 
Take your everyday, ordinary life—

your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and 
walking-around life—and place it before God 
as an offering. Embracing what God does 
for you is the best thing you can do for him. 
Don’t become so well-adjusted to your 
culture that you fit into it without even 
thinking. Instead, fix your attention on 
God. You’ll be changed from the inside out. 
Readily recognize what he wants from you, 
and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture 
around you, always dragging you down to 
its level of immaturity, God brings the best 
out of you, develops well-formed 
maturity in you. (Eugene Peterson ’s The 
message) 

 
Recently Mary Jala and I had the 
opportunity to go to a workshop on cross-
cultural communication, with a particular 
emphasis on how this relates to church life.  
It was very interesting and informative, in 
helping to see some of the different ways 
that people have difficulty with their cultural 
world views and how this leads to a 
misunderstanding with each other. But also 
to see the encouragement that we have 
that through Jesus, he is bringing people 
from all over the world into his church.  
 
About 20 years ago, I had an interest in 
intercultural mission. I did not have a desire 
to go overseas as such, but I had a desire 
to work with missionaries who did. I have a 
number of friends who have been and some 
who currently still are serving our Lord in 
many different places throughout the world. 
One of the key difficulties that people are 
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baby, hence their strong reaction. Eventually, 
they were able to explain and educate the 
people that this indeed was not the case, they 
were not eating babies!  
 
Often there can be offence and hurt and great 
misinterpretation between people because 
assumptions are made and not talked about. 
As Christian people, we do not deliberately go 
around trying to offend people, but often we 
experience difficulty because we do not know 
each other’s thoughts and how things are 
interpreted.  We just assume that everyone 
knows what is meant.  
I really like this verse from Romans 12, 
particularly The Message translation: 
 
Don’t become so well-adjusted to your 
culture that you fit into it without even 
thinking. 
 
You will often hear me point out in my 
preaching how our surrounding culture 
influences us and how we as Christians need to 
respond by thinking about the messages our 
culture is giving, not just blindly accepting 
what everyone says is right. I also challenge 
us with the messages we are giving to the 
surrounding culture, encouraging us to think 
through the message we are giving. 
 
But what about when it comes to those we 
know and are associated with? The blessing of 
who we are here at Mountainside is that we 
are made up of so many different people from 
so many different parts of the world, with 
different church backgrounds, different faith 
journeys, different family lives, and different 
cultural ways of seeing the world, and none is 
better or worse than any other. A part of who 
we are means that we need to be aware and 
sensitive to the people around us, doing our 
best not to cause unnecessary offence in how 
we communicate and treat others. Even 
checking our assumptions at times and finding 
out from others if what we thinking is 
understood.  
 
I have said this many times, each one of us is 
called by our Lord to this congregation. This 
includes many of us who are different from 
each other in many ways. This is no accident. 
It is my belief that God is going to teach us 
and grow us, and help us become the church 
that he wants for this community. A part of 
this is valuing everyone for who they are and 
where they come, respecting their voice, 
listening to what God is saying to us through 
each other. And most importantly treating 
each other with Christian love, so that we may 
be effective witnesses to our community of the 
love that our Lord has for all nations and 
cultures.  
 
Blessings to you all. 
Pastor Nich 

Mountainside Women  

will be hosting a  

SOUP & DESSERT 

LUNCH 

following the Sunday Worship Service on  

Sunday 4th August 

Please stay and enjoy a 

scrumptious bowl of 

soup and a delicious 

dessert for $5.   

Tiny Tots 
Time 

THURSDAYS,  
10.00—11.30 am  
during school terms 

*PLEASE NOTE CHANGE 
OF TIME!* 

Tiny Tots Time is an informal 
community playgroup for  

pre-schoolers held at  
Mountainside church.  

A gold coin donation is requested 
to help cover costs.  

For further information contact 
Mary Jala, ph. 09 579 4490 or 

email 
familycw.mside.lutheran@gmail.com 
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Mt Wellington Foodbank—
Service in September 
Mountainside is rostered for Foodbank service to the Mt Wellington 
Foodbank in September.  This is our opportunity to feed the hungry and 
bring God's Word to the Mt Wellington community!  We need 
everyone to get behind our service month, whether it be by prayer, 
packing parcels, donating food items, or signing up on the roster to do 
some deliveries.  Get a delivery team together and sign up for a day or 
two days or see if you can cover one day per week for each of our 4 
weeks of service!   Or, check your neighbourhood for fruit trees and see 
if they would like to donate some of their surplus fruit to the 
Foodbank.  The roster will be up on the bulletin board mid-August to 
sign up for parcel packing and delivery service.  Please speak to 
Roxanne if you would like to be a part of this service month. 

Once again we are selling Entertainment Books and Digital memberships to fundraise.  Order 

forms are on the table in the foyer or you can order online using this link:  

http://www.entbook.co.nz/100l834.   

The price per book/digital membership is $70 for 

which you get over $20,000 worth of offers!  

See Jenna or Fredric if you would like more 

information.  Please return filled out forms to 

Jenna, and we can order the physical copies 

needed. 

 

Listen to Messages of Hope and invite others to do the same. Download or listen online at 
www.messagesofhope.org.au, (www.messagesofhope.org.nz for New Zealand audiences). 
 
 
4th August  Lost in a Black Hole (Reverend Noel Due) 
Have you ever felt trapped in your own thoughts and feelings, regrets and failings? It can be a lonely place. It 
can feel like you’re sinking in a black hole with no way out. Noel Due encourages us that there is a way out. 
Jesus has taken all of our shame to the cross and dealt with it there. 
 

11th August Science or Faith? (Interview) 
“God’s not against science. In the same way I don’t think scientists should be ignorant of faith.” 
It’s often said that politics and religion don’t mix. Another version of that equation is that science and faith 
don’t mix. Dr Graham Buxton talks about the relationship between science and faith and asks can we have 
faith in science, and faith in God? 
 

18th August  When Dreams Break   (Interview) 
“I just felt like a bit of a fool like because I had this happy life one day and the next day it had all 
fallen to bits” Where do you go when your dreams are shattered? How do you grieve? How do you risk 
dreaming again?  
Listen to Deborah’s story and how she found hope to dream again 
 

25th August  Joy Beyond Shattered Dreams  (Reverend Noel Due) 
“God isn’t a cruel trickster. He hasn’t left us in a dark box with a jigsaw puzzle to assemble without a 
torch.”  
Have you ever felt stuck in the dark, with no way out? Life may be dark because you’ve lost your job, or 
someone you love. Noel Due shares how God does offer us a torch, and how to discover a way through the 
dark times. 

http://www.entbook.co.nz/100l834
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FAMILY SERVICE—JULY 2019 
At the end of each term, we are holding a Family Service with a bit more of a relaxed 

feel and inclusion of the kids/families in various parts of worship.  
The end of Term 2 service was based on the theme  

‘Fruit of the Spirit’. Our next Family Service will be held at the end of Term 3.  
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HBA (Holiday Bible Adventure) in October 2019 

Join us Tuesday, October 8
th
 2019 through Thursday, October 10

th
 2019

 

@ Mountainside Lutheran Church (1 Harris Rd, Mt. Wellington) 

Mark your calendars!  Primary school aged kids are invited to spend three 

days in Fun, Friendship and Worship as we embrace a Gospel-filled theme 

that teaches us more what living and loving like Jesus looks like!  

Volunteers continue to be needed for this year’s HBA program so if you 

can help, please contact us as per below or email us at the office 

mside.lutheran@gmail.com. 

Contact and register with Mary Jala - 

(email below) or Pastor Nich. 

familycw.mside.lutheran@gmail.com 

Thanks, 

Mary Jala 

Family and Community Worker 

(Mountainside Lutheran Church) 

 

MONTHLY COMBINED SERVICE 

Please join us for our monthly combined service, Pastor William Chang will be 
leading us for these services, Mandarin translation is available via mobile app 

(any questions regarding this please see Pastor William or Felix).  
Our next service is Sunday 11th August.  We hope you can join us! 

Right: Photo from our last combined 
service in June when a group of people 
were received into membership here at 
Mountainside.  

mailto:familycw.mside.lutheran@gmail.com
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Deadline for articles for the  

October/November 2019 issue of  

‘Mountainside Rumblings’ is  

TUESDAY 24th SEPTEMBER 2019. 

Don’t forget that you have 3 options for receiving 
this newsletter—a printed copy available in the 
foyer of Mountainside Lutheran Church, we can 
post you a copy if you let us know your address, or 
we can email a copy in PDF format which you can 
enjoy in full colour!!  Just contact the office and 
we will organise it for you.  And please remember 
to let us know if your contact details change so we 
can alter our records accordingly.   

Thanks very much. 

PRAYER POINTS 
In your prayers this month, please 
pray for the following: 

We pray ... 
 For the Lutheran Media outreach and that 

media outlets will be open to sharing Jesus’ 

message of hope to their listeners . 

 For the members of our Parish Council, Elders 

and all who serve our parish through our 

various ministries. 

 For the churches & volunteers involved with 

the Mt Wellington Foodbank and all who work 

with those in need. 

 For all who are sick or suffering at this time— 

may God give them strength and his healing 

comfort. 

 For our small group ministry leaders and the 

participants as they continue to meet regularly 

to study God’s word and grow in their faith. 

 For the young people who are currently going 

through confirmation classes with Pastor Nich. 

 For our upcoming Holiday Bible Adventure 

(HBA), and the children that will attend this 

programme. 

 For the upcoming Women’s Retreat day which 

will be held on site at Mountainside in 

November. 

Arild Hansen (7th) Floyd Gerson (12th) 
Aarthi Pilli (15th) Ingrid Phyn (17th) 
Caleb Kitchen (23rd) Saskia Jorna (23rd) 
Julie Sigamani (25th) Kevin Kirtlan (27th) 
Fay Visini (31st) 

Wedding Anniversary Congratulations to: 
Peter and Eva Lever 48 years on the 7th 

‘Happy Birthday’ and Best Wishes to the following 

people celebrating birthdays in September: 

Ben Hopley (5th) Kyin Wong (5th) 

Thomas Lindstrom (7th) Peter Heidrich (7th) 

Iska Girard de Soucanton (8th) 

Sophie Thomson (10th) Al Visini (11th) 

Marge Rowland (14th) Francesca Jorna (15th)

Mary Fifita (26th) Peter Morris (28th)

Amaana Pilli (30th) 

Wedding Anniversary Congratulations to: 
Kelsey & Tabitha Fagan 2 years on the 16th 

 

‘Happy Birthday’ and 

Best Wishes to the fol-

lowing people celebrating 

birthdays in August: 

&


