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Religion: Catalyst for Violence or Peace? 

history has shown us this, is that Christians, Jews, 
and Muslims can live together in relative peace 
and harmony. One example given was “La 
Convivencia”; a period of Spanish history from the 
Muslim Umayyad conquest of Hispania in the early 
eighth century until the expulsion of the Jews in 
1492. It was during this time that Christians, Jews 
and Muslims lived together in relative peace, there 
was a stable social setting with equal rights for all, 
and freedom of religion was practised. Muslims 
saw Jews and Christians alike as “people of the 
book” who shared the “same God”, and they 
managed to function successfully as a society 
because there was relative prosperity, and all three 
religions put away their inclination to pull the 
“exclusivist trigger”. Now, there has been other 
less positive takes on this period of history, but 
nonetheless “La Convivencia” can teach us some 
important lessons in terms of how we relate to 
those of other faiths. 

One obvious lesson is that we need to refrain 
from our tendency as human beings to make God 
in our own image; an image which is often small 
and narrow, and too easily excludes those of other 
faith persuasions. God is God after all, and he is 
the Lord and God who reigns over the entire 
universe, heaven and earth and all that is in it, 
whether people acknowledge him or not. And this 
God seeks peace and reconciliation not just 
between Lutherans and Catholics and other 
protestant denominations, but between himself and 
all people. As Paul reminds us “…God was 
reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not 
counting people's sins against them” (2 Corinthians 
5:19; emphasis mine).  

… continued on page 2 … 

T 
he title for my article is 
taken  f rom an 

“eConference” I attended 
in late June, at the Mercy 
Spirituality Centre, in 
Epsom, Auckland. Hosted 
by the Roman Catholic 
Diocese of Broken Bay, in 
Sydney, Australia, the full 
title of the one-day 
conference was, “Religion: 
Catalyst for Violence or 
Peace? Probing The 
Abrahamic Traditions For 
Answers”.  

Live-streamed into our conference venue, 
various speakers representing Christianity, 
Judaism and Islam explored this question, with the 
opportunity for participants to engage in small 
group discussion and respond to what they heard. 
At the end of the day, we didn’t conclude with 
definitive answers to the central question, but I 
came away from the conference with a much 
greater appreciation for the complexities of 
dialogue between these three great traditions, and 
how better we might go about such dialogue. 

Returning to the question and title of the 
conference, “Religion: Catalyst for Violence or 
Peace”? I can’t help but think there is much truth in 
the former. A cursory look at history reminds us 
that much violence has been done in the name of 
religion and its many and various gods. From the 
Crusades, (circa the 11th century), through to 
modern day Islamic extremism, all three religions, 
Christianity, Judaism and Islam, have blood on 
their hands. Some people would go so far as to say 
that when it comes to religious violence, if you want 
peace and desire it above everything else, then we 
should do away with religion all-together. As one of 
the speakers, Professor Emeritus Terry Lovat said, 
“The preponderance of religious violence only 
serves to sharpen minds and pens against it…and 
the Abrahamic faiths are not exempt”. 

Lovat went on to say that one of the problems in 
the Abrahamic faiths is that each has a disposition 
to pull the “exclusivist trigger”. It is that trigger 
which is based on exclusive truth claims, and when 
pulled, makes reconciliation and peaceful co-
existence impossible. But what is possible, and 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Spain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muslim
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Umayyad_conquest_of_Hispania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Jews_in_Spain#Edict_of_Expulsion
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This was the general theme taken up by the 
Reverend Professor Dorothy Lee, who said that “at 
heart, Christianity is a religion of peace” that 
extends to the entire creation. As the prophet 
Isaiah reminds us, “The wolf will live with the lamb, 
the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and 
the lion and the yearling together; and a little child 
will lead them” (Isaiah 11:6). This peace is no 
shallow peace (Jeremiah 8:11), but a peace which 
deals with injustices and an absence of peace 
wherever it exists.  

We also see this biblical emphasis on peace and 
reconciliation in the most famous sermon that 
Jesus ever preached, his Sermon on the Mount, 
(otherwise known as the Beatitudes, from the Latin 
“Beatitudo” meaning “happy” or “blessed”, referring 
to the pronouncement of blessings contained in the 
sermon). “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
will be called children of God” (Matthew 5:9). We 
see it in his life, death, and resurrection that makes 
it possible for us to live in peace. And we also see 
this emphasis on and desire for peace, not just 
from an earthly perspective, but also at a cosmic 
level when Jesus encourages us to pray in the 
Lord’s Prayer, “Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven” (emphasis mine). 

The third speaker we were introduced to was a 
Muslim cleric, Professor Imam Mohamad Abdalla. 
His contribution centred on a discussion of the 
factors that led to an atmosphere of intellectual 
cooperation between scholars of the Abrahamic 
traditions during the golden age of Islam. In 
summary he concluded that within the Abrahamic 
traditions, “we have core values at a theological 
and civilization level that enable us to work 
together…in pursuit of the welfare of people at 
large”. He went on to say that “if we fail to see this 
interconnectedness, we fail to objectively observe 
history”. His observation is telling. 

It seems that our memory of this history that the 
Imam spoke of has largely been forgotten about…
or maybe we never knew? What we instead tend to 
remember, (in the West at least), is the latest 
terrorist attacks by extremists linked to ISIS, or the 
inevitable stereotypes promulgated by media 
coverage and those in power. All of this has led to 
a culture of fear, where according to Glassner, in 
his book by the same title, “…it is our perception of 
danger that has increased, not the actual level of 
risk”. (He then goes on to expose the people and 
organisations that manipulate our perceptions and 
profit from our fears; The Culture of Fear; 2010). Of 
course logic tells us that an inevitable consequence 
of fear is suspicion. Suspicion leads to mistrust, 
and mistrust leads to a lack of serious engagement 
with those of other faith persuasions…in this case 
members of the Muslim community. Such a chain 
of events is hardly conducive of or a “catalyst for 
peace”, to paraphrase my title, but rather a course 
which invariably either leads to the oppression or 

ostracizing of a people, or at worse, increased 
violence by extremist groups or violence towards 
innocent and peace loving Muslims.  

It is in the Middle East where we perhaps see 
most starkly religious, (and political), differences 
that appear for all intents and purposes to be 
intractable and unresolvable. The final speaker, a 
Jewish American, Professor Amy-Jill Levine, 
began her presentation by getting straight to the 
heart of the problem in the Middle East. “We are 
Jews because our parents are Jewish. Jews are 
Jews by ethnicity. This is why Jews have an 
attachment to the land”.  

“We”, she said…identifying with all non-Jews… 
“need to understand how each group understands 
the land and its relationship to it”. Zionist Jews see 
Israel as the national Jewish homeland. Other 
Jews see Israel as their homeland from a more 
theological perspective. Jerusalem was the land 
given to Abraham and Joshua and all their 
descendants. Jews, therefore, while they are 
concerned for peace, are not pacifists. And so 
when it comes to “their land”, it is legitimate in their 
eyes to speak of such a thing as a “just war”. As 
God’s chosen people, Jews look on Israel as their 
homeland with Jerusalem their capital, and they 
will defend their right, whatever it takes, to keep it 
that way! 

More could be said about the complexities of 
these three great religions, and the central 
question posed at the beginning of my article. For 
now though, I leave you with some thoughts on 
how one might better dialogue with those of other 
faith persuasions. I have in mind the Abrahamic 
traditions of Islam, Christianity and Judaism, but I 
think these thoughts are equally applicable in a 
broader context. 

First, it seems obvious that we need to 
consciously aim higher when it comes to the 
intellectual level of any discussions or dialogue we 
have with those of other faiths. We need to begin 
with more positive discourse and put aside our 
stereotypes and previously held uninformed 
notions. We must look at the best of what other 
religions say about themselves, rather than what 
we think they say. In other words our starting point 
for dialogue and trying to understanding others, is 
not what we think they say or mean, but to try and 
figure out not only what do they say, but what do 
they mean by what they say. If we fail in this 
endeavour, we end up talking over each other. We 
might use some of the same words and 
terminology, but we understand them in entirely 
different ways.  
Related to this point is the importance of beginning 
dialogue with commonalities. What is it that we 
have in common? This was Paul’s approach when 
he addressed the meeting of the Areopagus and 
said: "People of Athens! I see that in every way 
you are very religious (Acts 17:22)”. 

… continued on page 3 … 
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As a society we are all “very religious”. God is not 
dead and neither is religion, far from it! The “hearts 
of all people are restless until they find their rest in 
you, Lord” as St Augustine once said, and we all 
seek after the truth. So, our starting point should 
be this quest for truth and meaning in life. It’s those 
bigger questions and a quest that is common to all 
people. 

One common thing that many faiths can be 
united about and speak against is the rapid growth 
of aggressive secularism; a breed of secularism 
that basically says all religions are bad and should 
be done away with. Many religions, be they 
Christian or not, share common core values 
around moral ethics, family life, and life in 
community. These are values that can speak 
strongly against such secularism, and when shared 
and spoken about, can provide a potent and united 
force both for peace and harmony amongst those 
of other faith persuasions, and for the general good 
of society. 

Dialogue with those of other faiths also requires 
intellectual honesty. It’s important to be open and 
honest about what we believe, rather than sweep 
differences under the carpet and refuse to deal 
with them. In the long term, the latter is neither 
loving nor helpful. Put simply, we need to learn to 
disagree and learn how to disagree, but to do so 
with charity and with visible love and respect 
shown towards each other. This is about “speaking 
the truth in love” (Ephesians 4:15), recognizing that 
what you believe is important, but speaking with a 
deep sense of humility, respect, and the 
acknowledgment that we too might have 
something of value to learn.  

The big problem as Professor Emeritus Terry 
Lovat said, is that “too many religious believers 
have God pinned…in a box!” But the God we 
speak about is much larger than that. He is the all-
powerful and all-loving God that fills the universe, 
and yet makes himself vulnerable by descending to 
earth as one of us for the good of all people. As 
Paul says, "Who can know the Lord's thoughts? 
Who knows enough to teach him?" But we 
understand these things, for we have the mind of 
Christ” (1 Corinthians 2:16).  

And that is where I shall leave it. As people of 
God who “have the mind of Christ”, the God we 
speak about must always be the God of love we 
enact (1 John 4:8), the God that we live out “in the 
flesh”, in our communities and in lives of love and 
service towards others. This is allowing God to be 
God, and so giving people the opportunity to “see 
and believe” (John 20:29) on God’s terms not ours. 
It is God’s way for us to live with others and 
therefore the only way to live. It is to follow Christ 
and to be led by his example. 

Pastor Joe 

Mountainside Lutheran Church 

PARISH SEMI AGM 

will be held after the  

worship service on 

SUNDAY 23rd AUGUST 

All welcome 

SMALL GROUP 

MINISTRY 

The following small groups 

are currently meeting and we 

would like to encourage  

all members to be involved in a small group in 

their local area. 

Please make contact with the group leaders if you 

would like more information. 

Location: Te Atatu South 

Leaders: Jan & Ray Meharg 

224 Te Atatu Road, Te Atatu South 

  (Beryl Morris’s home) 

Ph: 09 837 2424 

Email: meharg@paradise.net.nz 

Mid Winter Christmas Dinner at Ray & Jan’s home, 

258B Te Atatu Road, 5.30 pm 

Will begin meeting regularly from 1st September 

and continue fortnightly on Tuesdays, 7:30—9 pm 

Location: Orewa 

Leader: Al Visini 

399 Hibiscus Coast Highway, Orewa 

Ph: 09 426 4424 

Email: al.visini.co.nz 

Mondays, 7:30—9 pm (fortnightly) 

Location: Hillsborough 

Leader: Neil Lindstrom 

311 Hillsborough Road, Hillsborough 

Ph: 09 625 7071 

Email: lindfam@paradise.net.nz 

Tuesdays, 7:30—9 pm (fortnightly) 

Location: Mt Wellington 

Leader: Kevin and Dori Reeve 

Mountainside Lutheran Church, 1 Harris Road,  

Mt Wellington 

Ph: 021 125 0157 

Email: kevinanddori@gmail.com 

Wednesdays, beginning with a shared meal at  

6.30 pm (please bring along some food to share 

(fortnightly) 

Location: Mt Wellington 

Leader: Pastor Joe 

Mountainside Lutheran Church, 1 Harris Road,  

Mt Wellington 

Ph: 021 151 5186 

Email: joe.kummerow@clear.net.nz  

Wednesdays, 10—11 am (fortnightly) 

mailto:meharg@paradise.net.nz
mailto:lindfam@paradise.net.nz
mailto:kevinanddori@gmail.com
mailto:joe.kummerow@clear.net.nz
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A Travelers Guide to the Kingdom: 
Journeying Through the Christian Life 
by James Emery White 

I found this little gem on our Book Group 
Christmas visit to the Evermore 2nd had Christian 
Book Shop in Mt Roskill.  This book combines my 
love of travel logs along with a historical Christian 
focus and thought provoking meditations. 
I have found a couple of reviews that really 
explain the delights of this book: 
Amazon Review– Travel with James Emery White 
through the time and space to visit places like 
Martin Luther’s Wittenburg, where the 95 theses 
were nailed to the church door or The Eagle and 
Child pub, where C.S. Lewis, J.R. Tolkien and 
other inklings met to write and dream together.  
You’ll encounter many of the important spiritual 
sites of the history of Christianity and get a flavour 
for what it was like to be in that place at that 
time.  White then takes you even deeper, 
exploring key themes from these historical 
moments such as calling, conversion and 
spirituality and showing their implications for the 
Christian Life today. 
Amazon – readers review – Each of the nine 
chapters of a Travelers Guide to the Kingdom 
takes us to unique and remarkable destination, 
with White our tour guide describing how the 
place looks as we arrive, pointing out things we 
should notice.  We start in Oxford at the Eagle 
and Child Pub, marvel at the beauty of the 
Chartres Cathedral in France, reel at the stark 
oppression portrayed at the Apartheid Museum in 
Johannesburg and still apparent at the Dachau 
Concentration Camp.  He even takes us to St 
Catherine’s Monastery in Egypt at the site of the 
burning bush.  These places serve as jump-off 
points for White.  Each chapter becomes a 
meditation on a different topic, all relevant issues 
regarding life in Christ. I found this book mentally 
engaging and spiritually nourishing. 
If you wish to travel with JE White through the 
Kingdom – just let me know and I happy to lend 
you this book – Margaret Lindstrom 

Love in a Nutshell  by Janet Evanovich 
Kate Appleton needs a job after her husband has 
left her and she's been fired from her job as a 
magazine editor. Kate goes to her parents 
summer house, The Nutshell, in Keen's Harbor, 
Michigan which she intends to turn into a bed and 
breakfast. Problem is that she needs cash to do it 
up and so lands herself a job with Matt Culhane 
who owns a brewery spying on his employees for 
someone who has been sabotaging his company. 

Matt will pay her a $20,000 bonus if she finds the 
culprit so she's highly motivated! Can these two 
smoke out a saboteur, save Kate's family home 
and keep a killer from closing in, all the while 
resisting their undeniable attraction to each other? 
This book delivers a novel of romantic suspense, 
small town antics, secretive sabotage and lots of 
beer.      Eva Lever  

Miracle at the Higher Grounds Café   
by Max Lucado 

Chelsea Chambers is re-opening the Higher 
Grounds Cafe. Her grandmother started serving 
coffee and dessert in the parlour of her Victorian 
style home. Chelsea has now inherited the house 
and cafe from her mother. However she  has 
several difficulties in her life – these include her 
charming but cheating , famous ball-player ex 
husband,  staffing difficulties at the cafe (solved 
by a mysterious stranger), financial worries, her 
relationship with her father, and the impact of her 
marriage breakup on their 2 children.  
I really enjoyed 2 aspects of this book. First, the 
‘God blog’.  A router is mysteriously attached to 
the cafe computer and this results in a direct line 
to God—anyone can ask a question and receive an 
answer, just by sending an email. Chelsea is not a 
particularly spiritual person,  but decides to go 
with the flow. Not surprisingly, there are long 
queues waiting at the cafe! – which is also good 
for her struggling business. The concept is quirky 
but imaginative – and on Max Lucado’s website 
there is a short video clip where the author talks 
about the idea of talking directly to God in this 
way.   
The other aspect I liked is one of the sub plots of 
the story . Chelsea’s sister is married to a pastor. 
The dreams and passions for their church  - where 
ministry is not easy but they are trying ways to 
engage with their community – seemed one of the 
most real parts of the book. 
This is not a long read. On the whole this book 
has been very well received – what’s  not to love 
about coffee and cupcakes! But there are also 
serious themes there. Sometimes it seems as if 
there are almost too many themes and story lines 
in this short book. As a result some aspects seem 
rushed and lacking depth which affected my 
enjoyment of the story. However some readers  
have said that on re-reading it they have found 
hidden depths. 

Ingrid Phyn 

MOUNTAINSIDE BOOK GROUP BOOK REVIEWS 



AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2015 Page 5 

Mountainside Women will be hosting a  

SOUP & DESSERT LUNCH 

following the Sunday Worship Service on 2nd August 

Please stay and enjoy a scrumptious bowl of soup and a delicious 

dessert.  Only $5 per person. 

There will also be a jams & pickles stall, so bring along some spare change to 

stock up your pantry with homemade goodies! 

God Leading his church to become a healthy 
mission-shaped multiplying sending church… 

Are you interested in bringing more people to 
come and know Jesus as their Lord and 
saviour? If you are then come and join mission facilitator, Dean Eaton, and the folk 
at Mountainside for an evening of evangelism training. 

Friday, 9th October from 7 pm – 9 pm 
Mountainside Lutheran Church, 1 Harris Rd, Mt Wellington 
Ph: 579 4490 for further details 

“Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations,  
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit” (Mt 28:20) 

Parish Council 
Highlights 

 The highlight of the Parish Council for 
the last couple of months has been the 
completion of work of the Church 
Planting Exploratory Committee.  This 
sub-committee put out a very 
comprehensive report and tried to get a 
wide scope of engagement throughout the 
parish to ensure that all questions were 
addressed in regards to this opportunity 
proposed by the Local Board for Mission 
in Australia.  Many thanks to the team:  
David Sutton (Chair), Stanley Skadiang & 
Eris Malcolm for their excellent work! 
After the results of the report were 
circulated, a parish meeting was held and 
the decision was made by the parish to 
pursue this opportunity. 

 Oversight by the Parish Council continues 
to ensure the Strategic Plan remains on 
track.  The Building and Enhancing 
Structure sub-committee is endeavouring 
to meet this month to review the parish’s 
ministries for relevance and effectiveness 
to achieving our mission and ministry 
objectives and determine the effective 
functioning of our Constitution and By-
Laws in supporting and providing 
governance over our parish. 

 
Upcoming Fellowship Events: 

Starting Again in September, it’s the Car 

Boot Sale! – Saturday, 5 September 

starting at 9 am—hope for a sunny day!  Time 

to Spring clean those closets and organise yourself 

to have a selling spot on this Saturday.  Spots 

available for as little as $10.  Contact the church 

office if you are interested in booking.  If you 

can’t face those dark closets, come out for a 

coffee and a yummy treat at the café and bring 

your friends! 

Parish Small Group Event–Saturday, 19 

September – With the small groups going full 

speed ahead over the past few months, it’s time 

for a wider gathering!  All the small groups are 

invited to come together for a potluck dinner for 

a bit of dining and fellowship.  Anyone who has 

been to a small group or has thought about going 

to a small group but just hasn’t made it to one is 

welcome!  Come along and see who is doing what 

and where and bring a plate of your favourite 

salad, casserole or dessert to share! 
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  MAINLY KIDS PAGE 
 
 
 
 

http://crossroadskidsclub.net/ 
 

Do you know what the eight commandment is?  

Why not come upstairs and find out or ask one of the 
Mountainside kids! You might also want to check out our 
Sunday school room and see what the Kids have been up to.  

This term we’ve been learning the Ten Commandments and 
responding to God’s word in a variety of ways. Each week 
someone gets to create a poster about the Kids talk. We sometimes hear the bible story on the iPad and 
this term we will take turns using the Bible app for kids.  

Children ages 4-10 are welcome to join us upstairs after the Kids Talk. Mums and Dads don’t forget to 
encourage your children to participate in worship before they come upstairs. Enjoy what I call time for 
‘church nurses’! Whisper to your child what is happening in worship, especially if they are too young to 
read the screen or follow the service order. 

Don’t forget to check out the link above and see the fantastic clips on Crossroad Kids club. 

iBible for Kids 

 
The Bible App for Kids is the newest 
member of the YouVersion family of 
apps. Available now for Android 
smartphones and tablets, the Bible 
App for Kids is always completely free! 

Through interactive adventures and 
beautiful animations, kids explore the 
big stories of the Bible. The Bible App 
for Kids is a delight-filled experience 
designed to encourage kids to return 
again and again. It’s the beginning of 
a lifelong love of God’s Word. https://
www.bible.com/kids 

http://crossroadskidsclub.net/
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Jesu’ Joy of Man’s Desiring 
In the 1950’s core music at the secondary school I attended was largely limited to preparation for 

massed singing (in up to six parts) for the annual school concert. Since any class would be involved 
with a limited number of parts it was often difficult to appreciate the overall effect until final 
rehearsals. Bach’s “Jesu’ Joy of Man’s Desiring” was at that time totally unknown to me but my 
interest was sparked when I heard the rippling organ accompaniment. For several years I longed to 
play this piece. Eventually I found an arrangement by Ted Smith in which the rippling part of the 
Bach accompaniment was set against the Christmas song “The First Noel”. Later I found a choral 
version of the original through the Broadcast To Schools music materials. 

Bach used this chorale in several of his cantatas. The version with which we are most familiar is 
from BWV 147 where it is used twice and the familiar version occurs at the end. Cantatas were 
‘short” works of maybe 20 minutes often performed after the Gospel in a service which typically 
would begin around 7 a.m. and conclude around noon. The Chorales in the cantatas gave the 
congregation an opportunity to participate and stretch. 

Neither the words nor the chorale tune were originally Bach’s. His output was immense and 
borrowing both from his own work and that of others was a common practice. In this case the text is 
attributed to Martin Janus (1661) and the music attributed to Johann Schop between 1661-1664. 

The translation of a poetic work from one language to another is difficult particularly if the metric 
form is to be adhered to. The usual English translation used for choral settings does not therefore 
accurately reflect the German original. 
A more literal translation would be: 

Well for me that I have Jesus, 
O how strong I hold — to Him 

That He might refresh my heart 
when so sick and sad — am I. 

Jesus have I, He who loves me, 
He who takes me as — His own! 

Ah, therefore I don’t leave Jesus, 
lest I should break my heart. 

This chorale with its rippling accompaniment 
of triplets is probably the best known of Bach’s 
church works. It continues to be played at Weddings and Funerals. It has been adapted to incorporate 
other chorale or hymn tunes with for example ” Fairest Lord Jesus” being  substituted  for the chorale. 

Bach’s cantatas tend to be performed mainly as concert pieces today.  There are two reasons for 
this (a) a fear that a part of the liturgy may be viewed as a performance and (b)  modern congregations 
are less accepting of five hour long services. 

Nevertheless both St John’s, Melbourne, and St Paul’s, Wellington have from time to time 
incorporated Bach cantatas in their liturgies. 

A version of Jesu Joy of Man’s Desiring can be found at http://tinyurl.com/bachjjomd. 
Keith Duncan 
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Deadline for articles for the October/November 

2015 issue of ‘Mountainside Rumblings’ is 

TUESDAY 22nd SEPTEMBER 2015. 

Don’t forget that you have 3 options for receiving 
this newsletter—a printed copy available in the 
foyer of Mountainside Lutheran Church, we can post 
you a copy if you let us know your address, or we 
can email a copy in PDF format which you can enjoy 
in full colour!!  Just contact Kathy and she will 
organise it for you.  And please remember to let us 
know if your contact details change so we can alter 
our records accordingly.  Thanks very much. 

&

PRAYER POINTS 
In your prayers this month, please 
pray for the following: 

We pray ... 
 For all students and teachers as they 

commence the 3rd term. 

 For wisdom and guidance for Mountainside’s 

structural review committee. 

 For Emily Kummerow and Heyab Solomon as 

they prepare for their First Communion. 

 For Theo Quax and Molly Neal as they 

continue confirmation instruction with Pastor 

Joe. 

 For our Semi AGM to be held on Sunday 23rd 

August after worship. 

 For the Kirtlan family as they mourn the loss 

of Kevin’s mother, Dorothy, who was called 

home on 1st July. 

 For our national church and all delegates as 

they prepare for the LCA General Convention 

of Synod to be held in Rochedale, 

Queensland, 29th September—4th October. 

 For all who are sick or suffering at this time— 

may God give them strength and his healing 

comfort. 

 For the ongoing conflict in Syria, that violence 

and bloodshed may end and leaders work for 

peace. 

 For the safety of inmates in our prisons. 

Arild Hansen (7th) Floyd Gerson (12th) 
Aarthi Pilli (15th)  Ingrid Phyn (17th) 
Jacob Firmin-Cavanagh (20th) 
Saskia Jorna  (23rd) Julie Sigamani (25th) 
Kevin Kirtlan (27th) Fay Visini (31st) 

Wedding Anniversary Congratulations to: 
Peter and Eva Lever 44 years on the 7th 
Franz and Antje Wagner 9 years on the 26th 

‘Happy Birthday’ and Best Wishes 

to the following people celebrat-

ing birthdays in August: 

Ben Hopley (5th) Kyin Wong (5th) 
Thomas Lindstrom (7th) Peter Heidrich (7th) 
Iska Girard de Soucanton (8th) 
Sophie Thomson (10th) Al Visini (11th) 
Leanie Trainer (13th) Marge Rowland (14th) 
Sharon Golconda (14th) Francesca Jorna (15th) 
Julie Kummerow (23rd) Peter Morris (28th) 
Amaana Pilli (30th) 

‘Happy Birthday’ and Best Wishes to the following 

people celebrating birthdays in September: 

CAR BOOT SALE 

Café & Sausage Sizzle 

Saturday 5th September, 

9 am – noon   

(First Saturday of each month) 

The first car boot sale following the 3 month 

winter break will be the first Saturday in 

September.  

So if you’re in the mood for a bit of spring 

cleaning and find some items that you’d like 

to sell, then this is an ideal way to make some 

extra cash. 

Book a stall or come along for a bargain or a 

cuppa and slice from our café (proceeds go 

towards the Debt Reduction Fund).  

Selling spots are from $10. If you would like 

to know more, or to book a spot, please 

contact the church office on 579 4490 or 

email lcnz.auckland@clear.net.nz. 


