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Do you have room for Jesus this Christmas? 

We are coming to that time of the year where 
Christmas is just around the corner. So I thought 
that I would give us all something to think about 
as we journey towards remembering the birth of 
our Lord Jesus this year. 

Some of the verses of the Christmas account 
that stood out to me are from Luke 2: 5-7. “5 He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 
engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While 
they were there, the 
time came for her to 
deliver her child. 7 And 
she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands 
of cloth, and laid him in 
a manger because 
there was no place for 
them in the inn.” 

When Jesus the son of 
God was born, when 
he came into this very 
world to be among us, 
there was no place or 
room for him, so he 
was born in a manger! 

When I used to think of Christmas I would think 
of the Angels appearing to Mary or the dream 
that Joseph had, or the Angels appearing to the 
shepherds in their fields, or perhaps the wise 
men coming from afar. I would think about the 
wonder of it all.   

But I have to come to see that in focusing on the 
more spectacular things in the Christmas 
accounts, it becomes easy to miss this 
significance of there being no place or room for 
him at the inn. Such a significant thing is so often 
overlooked. 

Right from the very beginning, the world seemed 
to have no room for Jesus. And in a way it is no 
different today is it? Jesus is still among us, still 
present with us, but it seems like there is no 
room or place for him in our lives, both 

individually, but also in our society. I can’t help 
but think about the parliamentary prayer that 
was controversially changed recently here in NZ. 
Notice that the prayer is still there (with some 
changes), but the words “through Jesus Christ 
our Lord” were removed. It’s like we want the 
prayer, but we have no room for Jesus! 

The Christmas season itself can be like this too 
can’t it? We can be so busy in what is commonly 

called ‘the silly season' 
that when we are 
preparing for 
Christmas, we go 
about preparing for all 
of the logistical 
planning for the day: 
Gifts, food, family, 
friends. But do we 
have room for Jesus at 
Christmas? Do we 
think about Jesus 
coming to us during 
this season? Or do we 
not see this because 
we have no room for 
him. 

Over time I have come 
to think of Christmas, as a day of remembrance. 
During Christmas Eve and Christmas day and 
the time around this, we do significant things. 
We come to the Lord's house for worship and 
hear God's Word. We eat and fellowship with 
our loved ones; we give gifts to each other to 
celebrate. All of these things are things that we 
do, as we celebrate Jesus coming to us.  

Can you imagine having a day like ANZAC day 
and going through the rituals and parades and 
not remembering those who have gone before 
us and the sacrifices they made? Imagine 
participating in all the activities, and functions 
and events and not thinking about them. To do 
this would be pointless. It would become a 
meaningless day. Yet Christmas is very similar  
     … continued page 2 ... 
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… continued from page 1 … 
to this in my view. Why do we do the things we 
do at Christmas? Is it not to remember the 
biggest gift of all, that gift of Jesus Christ the 
Son of God who is God’s gift to us for our 
salvation and our future hope. To go through all 
of the things we do during this time and not 
remember Jesus, loses its very meaning.  

One of the greatest things about our Christian 
faith is that our God acts through his son Jesus 
Christ, and he does not have to wait for us to get 
our acts together before he does. Despite the 
fact that there was no room for him at this birth, 
and that the world does not want to make room 
for him ever since he came anyway. Jesus 

continues to this day to work in the lives of 
people with the gift of God's grace to them 
through himself and what he has done for us 
through his birth, life death and resurrection. 
This is the greatest gift we have and this is worth 
celebrating and remembering this Christmas 
season.   

Therefore, celebrate this Christmas with all your 
family, friends and loved ones. As you do 
remember the one you are remembering and 
celebrating with,  Jesus Christ the saviour of the 
world and the prince of peace, by making a 
place and room for him in your life this season. 

Pastor Nich 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES: 

Monday 24th December, 7 pm: 

Christmas Eve Service 

  (with Children’s Programme) 

Monday 24th December, 11 pm: 

Carols & Readings Service 

Tuesday 25th December, 10 am: 

Christmas Day Worship  

with Holy Communion 

We’ve done it again! This year we again prepared special lunchboxes ready to gift on to Auckland City 

Mission who help feed the city’s homeless population. 

As with the years prior, we exceeded last year’s tally of 122 lunchboxes by a considerable amount — 

144 two-litre ice cream container lunchboxes were donated and blessed by Pastor Nich before being 

given to a representative from the Auckland City Mission.  An envelope was taped to the top of each 

lunchbox containing a note of explanation, folded paper napkin, and a couple of Christian tracts.  A huge 

thank you to everyone who packed, prepared and donated to this very worthy cause. A letter of thanks from 

the Auckland City Mission can be viewed in the foyer on our Noticeboard. 

Mountainside Women  
would like to invite all  

women of the parish to their  

Christmas Lunch  
on Sunday 9th December  

after the worship service. 

Please bring a plate to share and 
a small $5 wrapped gift to swap. 
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Sunday 2nd December   

Advent Carols Service 

followed by Mountainside 

Women’s fundraising supper  

(coffee & cake). 

All Welcome!  

Begins at 7pm  

On All Saints Sunday (4th November) we remembered those who have left this earth to rest in the 

arms of our Loving Father during the year: 

Beryl Morris 28/7/1930—25/1/2018 

Nina Sawyer 5/3/1918—12/5/2018 

Theodorus (Dick) Quax 1/1/1948—28/5/2018 

Margrit Romaniuk 17/1/1929—30/7/2018 

Kin Fon 28/7/1938—4/9/2018 

 
Mt Wellington Foodbank—Mountainside on Duty!  
The time is approaching for our service to the  
Mt Wellington Foodbank.  Our period is December/
January.  While it sounds like a lot, there is a break for 
the Christmas period.  The last deliveries for December 
are on Friday, 14th December and then we start up 
again on the 10th of  January.  Your help is needed for 
donations of food, to assist with packing food parcels 
for delivery and to make the deliveries.  There is a  
roster on the bulletin board that we need to fill by 1st 
December.  Please prayerfully consider how you can 
help!  Your prayers are also needed for all those who 
require food assistance at this time.  We are leaving 
some Christmas pamphlets in December and also a 
schedule of our Christmas services.  Please pray that 
the Holy Spirit will be at work with us and the Word 
will be heard by those who most need to hear 
it!  Please see Roxanne Bakke if you have any ques-
tions about the Foodbank or how you can assist. 

Mt Wellington Foodbank  

Can You Help? 

 

 

 

A Family & Community Worker position is 

now available at Mountainside - this is for 

a fixed 1 year term, and 20 hours per 

week, (with potential to extend). Please 

contact Fredric Doss or Ingrid Phyn  

for further information on how to apply. 
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MOUNTAINSIDE School holiday outing— 
Ports OF AUCKLAND 

On a boat trip we shall go! Several of our Mountainside families attended a group outing to the 
Ports of Auckland last school holidays. Here are a few snaps of their big day out which was  
thoroughly enjoyed by all.  

Kathy has been a wonderful and faithful servant to Mountainside as Parish Administrator for 

over 20 years. Pastor Nich gave Kathy a blessing during our worship service and we joined to-

gether for fellowship and a delicious shared morning tea afterwards. Kathy was also presented 

with a thank you gift (ornamental garden art pieces as pictured below). There are not enough 

words to express our gratitude to Kathy for the gifts she has given us all. We wish you many 

blessings for all the things to come in the next chapter. 

Thank you for your service Kathy! 
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It seems like only moments ago we were between terms enjoying 
holiday time. October is traditionally the time where we host a 
Holiday Bible Adventure here at Mountainside, but due to a busy 
schedule and various people travelling we decided to try something 
a little different. This proved to be a lot of fun! 
 
Both weeks of the holidays we invited families/kids from our con-
gregation to come and join us at the church for Thursday movie 
and activity days. The weather wasn’t great so indoors, with good 
company, was the best place to be. We had a fantastic team on 
hand to help keep things running smoothly (assisting with snacks, 
movie set up, crafts, supervision, tidying up) and the children were 
happy to have a go at all that was provided. In typical Auckland 
fashion the weather even improved for a time so we were able to 
get out to the local school playground for some fresh air. High-
lights of these two days included the epic Scavenger Hunt, yummy 
popcorn snack bags, playing board games with friends, rock painting 
and making wool craft God’s eye weaving. I know my kids are look-
ing forward to the next one! 
 
Thank you to our team of helpers, the kids who attended, and the 
wonderful Marjon for coming up with the idea and bringing it all  
together.      
 
- Jenna  

OCTOBER SCHOOL HOLIDAY FUN! 
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Deadline for articles for the  

February/March 2019 issue of  

‘Mountainside Rumblings’ is  

TUESDAY 29th FEBRUARY 2019. 

Don’t forget that you have 3 options for receiving 
this newsletter—a printed copy available in the 
foyer of Mountainside Lutheran Church, we can 
post you a copy if you let us know your address, or 
we can email a copy in PDF format which you can 
enjoy in full colour!!  Just contact the office and we 
will organise it for you.  And please remember to 
let us know if your contact details change so we 
can alter our records accordingly.   

Thanks very much. 

PRAYER POINTS 
In your prayers this month, please 
pray for the following: 

We pray ... 
 For all of our family at Mountainside as we 

prepare for Christmas and the New Year. 

 For safe travelling over the holiday season. 

 For a good start to the coming year for our 

congregation.  

 For the Family & Community Worker Position 

that is currently being advertised, may the 

right person be called by the Spirit to serve in 

this role.  

 For the members of our Parish Council, Elders 

and all who serve our parish through our 

various ministries. 

 For the churches & volunteers involved with 

the Mt Wellington Foodbank and all who work 

with those in need. 

 For all who are sick or suffering at this time— 

may God give them strength and his healing 

comfort. 

 For students, teachers, and families as they 

break shortly for the Christmas holiday period. 

 For new beginnings and ministry in the 

upcoming 2019. 

 For peace in areas of the world where there is 

on-going conflict and political instability. 

Jack Neal (2nd)              Prasanna Prabhakaran (4th) 
Marjon Gerson (5th) Caitlin Tippett (8th) 
Julie Kitchen (14th) Isabella Jorna (15th) 
David Sutton (17th) Christian Geese (20th)
Janet Mason (21st) Katelyn Sutton (21st) 
Theo Quax (27th) Janet Choo (29th) 
Caroline Samsom (30th) 

‘Happy Birthday’ and Best Wishes to the following 

people celebrating birthdays in January: 

Jacque Morris (1st) Jessica Jala (6th) 
Jenna Hewett (9th) Pat Heinemann (11th)
Tabitha Fagan (15th) Linda Heidrich (20th)       
Dori Reeve (24th)  
Annabelle Skadiang (28th) 

‘Happy Birthday’ and 

Best Wishes to the fol-

lowing people celebrating 

birthdays in December: 

Wedding Anniversary Congratulations to: 
Janet & Ed Mason 45 years on the 11th 
Maurice & Linda Heidrich 62 years on the 19th 
Julie & Armstrong Mathews  24 years on the 19th 
Kevin & Dori Reeve 9 years on the 23rd 
Nick & Jenna Hewett 12 years on the 27th 
Neil & Jenny Lindstrom 59 years on the 30th 

Wedding Anniversary Congratulations to: 
John & Lisa Fraser 13 years on the 17th 
Anand & Mary Jala 14 years on the 20th 
Paul & Sue Samsom 63 years on 23rd 


