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Bravely I went on a busy Saturday morning where 
even angels themselves fear to tread—Sylvia 
Park.  As I entered the plaza, I was overcome by 
the crowds, the dazzling sights and the sheer 
volume and cacophony of sounds.  It was still 
almost a month out from Christmas, and already 
there were in place a plethora of over-sized 
reindeers, tinsel, European-like Christmas trees, 
and a dozen or so, jolly and rather fat looking 
Father Christmases.  There were old people and 
young people, families by the hundreds, along with 
the cries of anguish coming from bedraggled 
looking mothers, burdened with over-laden 
shopping trolleys, with children clinging to their 
legs, and being dragged from one shop to another 
kicking and screaming.  It was beginning to look a 
lot like Christmas, I thought to myself. 

Forgive me in advance, if I sound like a grumpy 
old man, but what is it with all this madness that 
surrounds what secularists like to call the “silly 
season”?  

… continued on page 2 … 

I 
t’s around this time of the year that Christian 
preachers all over the world begin to think 
about, “How am I going to re-tell the Christmas 

story this year… the same old story involving 
animals, shepherds, angels, and a baby… a story 
that people have heard over and over again”!  
Some things never change, and we’re all familiar 
with the story and with those traditional carols that 
accompany our Christmas celebration… the same 
old carols that we also sing year in and year out.  
So what will be new and exciting and engaging 
about that same old story this year? 

Well you all know the Christmas story, and in a 
little less than a month’s time you will get the 
chance once again to hear the story and celebrate 
the anniversary of one of the, if not the most 
significant event in human history.  I’m talking of 
course about the birth of Jesus.  So, I won’t go over 
that same ground again, at least not yet.  But I do 
want to say something about Christmas, because 
alongside of Easter, it is the great festival of the 
Christian calendar.  It’s a time when church 
attendances swell, and commercial activity is at a 
record high for the year. 

It was Katherine Whitehorn who once said, 
“From a commercial point of view, if Christmas did 
not exist, it would be necessary to invent it”.  Just to 
highlight that point, I share with you a shopper’s 
prayer that I came across the other day.  It is a 
fitting summary I think, and tribute to, the 
materialism and commercialism of Christmas.  Be 
warned though, I have slightly kiwi-ized it! 

Armani, who art on-line at Smith & Caughey's, 
hallowed be Thy shoes  

Thy Prada come, Thy shopping done  
On Queen St, as it is in Paris  

Give us this day, our Visa Gold and forgive us our 
balances  

As we forgive those who charge us interest  
Lead us not into Look-Sharp  

And deliver us from Pak’n Save  
For Thine is the Chanel, the Gaultier, and the 

Versace.  
For Dolce and Gabbana  

Amen. 

It’s this kind of brand materialism, and the 
commercialisation of Christmas that I decided to 
explore a little further.  My exploration for meaning 
and understanding took me to a shopping centre.  

Christmas Services 
@ Mountainside Church 

Christmas Eve, Thursday 24th Dec: 

7 pm Children’s Christmas 

Programme  

11 pm Christmas Story & Carols 

Christmas Day, Friday 25th Dec: 

10 am Christmas Day Service 

with Holy Communion 

All Welcome!! 

http://www.smithandcaugheys.co.nz/brands-by-category
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My target for complaining became obvious—
Father Christmas or Santa, as he’s commonly 
known.   My question is this, ‘How did the kindly 
Christian saint, Bishop Nicholas of Myra, who 
hailed from the city of Patara and died in 350AD, 
how did he become a roly-poly, fat, red suited 
American symbol (now global) for merry holiday 
festivities and commercial activity?’  Well, it’s too 
long a story to tell in full, suffice to say that the man 
who started it all, Saint Nicholas, was a man who 
showed his devotion to God through extra-ordinary 
acts of kindness and goodwill, in particular to 
children.  Add a couple of centuries, some good 
stories, some pagan religion, and Coca-Cola, and 
you see before us what we have today—the 
modern day Father Christmas. 

Yes, it is, amongst all the legends of Christmas, 
an established truth that Coca-Cola adopted Santa 
around the turn of the century, giving him the 
colours he now wears.  By the 1930’s, Santa, 
dressed in coke colours, had become the 
established icon of contemporary commercial 
culture… and all thanks to Coke!  Life-sized, jolly, 
and wearing the now familiar red suit, Santa 
appeared in magazines, on billboards and shop 
counters, encouraging Americans to see Coke as 
the solution to, and I quote, “a thirst for all 
seasons”. 

Don’t get me wrong, I quite like Santa, and I 
don’t mind my kids sitting on his knee, especially if 
it’s for free!  But the problem with Santa as one 
perceptive soul once said, is his secret identity.  A 
friend of mine made the comment, “Santa is 
actually the High Priest of Mammon.  His job is to 
make us (and our kids) measure value and worth 
by gift giving, by the “size of the spend”.  But this 
leaves me a tad uncomfortable, because you see 
I’ve never been able to match or reconcile Coca-
Cola’s values with Christian ones.  “Give unto 
others” sounds like it fits right into the Christian 
spirit, but I thought Jesus was talking about giving 
to people in need.  And that’s the bit that doesn’t fit 
the coke economy, because if we only spent on the 
needs of the “have-nots”, all that glorious spending 
that keeps the economy ticking over would subside 
very quickly. 

As I said, I quite like Santa, and there is much 
good that we can take from him.  So I can’t really 
see much point in getting stuck into the jolly fat 
man in the red suit.  But there is something about 
this time of the year that is much more sinister, that 
really irks me, and it’s called political correctness.  

One kiwi commentator I heard recently 
remarked, “Gone are the days—not so long ago—
when shop assistants wore Christmas hats and 
wished you ‘Merry Christmas’ with a smile.  Days 
when you heard Christmas carols in streets and the 
Salvation Army Band would drive around the 
streets in their open air truck in the evenings 
playing the old favourites.  It was fun and exciting.  

Political correctness hadn’t raised its ugly head 
and it was acceptable to wish people a ‘Merry 
Christmas’.  Now things seem sadly “flat”. 

Political correctness hasn’t really had a huge 
impact on the festive season here in New Zealand, 
but it certainly has in other parts of the world.  One 
Christmas Day, I began my sermon like this, “Dear 
friends, as of this year, we will no longer be singing 
the traditional carols that celebrate the birth of 
Jesus.  Rather than try to respond to all the various 
religions and try to balance them, and in the 
interests of not offending anyone, it is my view that 
we should celebrate Christmas with a non-religious 
tone.  Instead of singing traditional Christmas 
carols, I want to encourage you to sing songs such 
as “Frosty the snowman” and “Winter 
Wonderland”.  These words are tragically true, 
spoken by the then Director of Education in New 
Jersey’s Orange/Maplewood school district in the 
USA. 

We may laugh at this, but we shouldn’t be 
surprised by it.  America is not the only place 
where civil libertarians are getting on the 
bandwagon, and getting their grubby little claws 
out to remove Christ from Christmas.  King Herod 
was the first person to try that trick and it’s been 
happening ever since.  Way back on December the 
12th 2004, two headlines in the Australian 
newspaper the Herald Sun read, “Claus are out for 
Christmas” and “No Room At The Inn”.  One of the 
stories at the time was about the City Council’s 
decision to exclude the nativity scene from its 
annual festive decorations.  This was done despite 
the fact that numerous complaints were received, 
and support shown for this Christian festival by, 
ironically, leaders from both the Jewish community, 
and the Islamic Council of Victoria.  Thankfully the 
Melbourne City Council decided not to bow to a 
few fringe pressure groups, and instead decided to 
go ahead and erect the nativity scene.  When you 
think about it, it’s an example of political 
correctness gone mad.  Not having Christ in 
Christmas is a silly and blatant distortion of history! 

After all, Christ is what Christmas is all about—
the baby Jesus—God himself in nappies, our 
Saviour born in a humble, smelly manger—in an 
animal’s feed trough.  And this true story fits in so 
well with the Christmas spirit, the spirit and legend 
of Father Christmas, the spirit of giving.  “For God 
so loved the world, that he gave his only 
Son” (John 3:16).  And his giving cost.  Giving at 
Christmas time (indeed any time of the year) costs 
us money, but God’s giving cost Jesus his life!  
“For God so loved the world…”  These words in 
John’s Gospel say so much.  They tell us about 
God’s extraordinary generosity in giving his one 
and only Son, but they also say much about the 
spirit in which God gives.  

… continued on page 3 … 
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Mountainside Women  
would like to invite all  

women of the parish to their  

Christmas Lunch  
on Sunday 6th December  

after the worship service. 

Cost is $10 per person. 

… continued from page 2 … 

God doesn’t give like we do, does he?  Have 
you ever heard the comment said to a child or 
grandchild, “If you’re not good, Santa won’t bring 
you anything”?  We all know that’s not true, 
because what parent only gives to their children 
when they’re good?  No parent refuses their child!  
As an aside, it was interesting to read sometime 
ago about a friendly witch from the Italian culture 
called La Befana.  Apparently she visits all the 
children in Italy and fills their stockings with candy if 
they’re good, and coal if they’re naughty.  At least 
in Italy you still gets something whether you’re 
good or bad! 

The point is this, God gives to us even when we 
are not good.  In Romans 5, Paul reminds us, 
“While we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us” (5:8).  We could even say, “While we were still 
sinners… Jesus was born”.  The bottom line is that 
this God didn’t hang around waiting for us to get it 
right with him.  Instead he sent us a saviour.  

He gave to us not on the basis of our goodness, 
but instead precisely because we are not good.  So 
this Christmas, when you give to someone, think 
about the right reasons to give, and after you’ve 

unwrapped your presents and the parties are well 
and truly over… in fact before they even begin, 
don’t forget to spend some time reflecting on the 
greatest gift of all—Jesus—the gift of life who 
came into our world to bring life to all. 

That’s what this same old story is all about.  It is 
really all about Jesus.  It is part of the same old 
story that is repeated over and over again, as we 
hear the Christmas story, as we sing carols, and 
as we worship and honour and give praise and 
thanksgiving to our Lord.  So I’m glad that some 
things never change.  But my prayer for you this 
Christmas is that you will receive this same old 
story in a new way, and that it will change you… to 
be more trusting of God, that it will deepen your 
faith in him, and widen your love for one another.  
And now as we approach the Christmas season, 
may you have the spirit of Christmas—Peace, the 
gladness of Christmas—Hope, and the heart of 
Christmas—Love.  God bless you and keep you 
safe, and may he give you much joy and 
happiness as we leave 2015 behind, and enter into 
a new year and whatever the future brings . 

Pastor Joe 

Community Carols 
Sunday 13th December, 3 pm 

at 1 Harris Road, Mt Wellington 

Mountainside Lutheran Church invites 
you to come and sing your favourite 

Christmas carols and be entertained with 
some musical items. The programme will 
be followed by a free sausage sizzle and 

ice-creams. 

Invite your friends! 

All welcome! 

Book Group  

Christmas Break-up: 
Saturday 12th December,  

Book Group Christmas visit, 10 am at  

Heart of Te Atatu South Book Exchange, 

247 Edmonton Road, followed by coffee.   
Contact Ingrid 021 180 9672. 
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CHRISTMAS CAR BOOT SALE & MARKET  

Saturday 5th December, 9 am – 12 noon   

 Christmas Fair and Market - Car Boot sale  

 Christmas crafts 

 Christmas café 

 Photo opportunity with an antique car (donation $5.00) 

 Sausage sizzle 

 Monique End New Zealand Artist, Cards, Tiles, Prints. 

moniqueendt.co.nz  

 Music  

This is our final car boot sale for the year, so reserve your space today! Cost is $10 per 

selling space, or $15 for a space with a table.  If you would like to know more, or to book 

a spot, please contact the church office on 579 4490 or email lcnz.auckland@clear.net.nz. 

18th General Synod Report 
I was privileged to be Mountainside’s lay delegate at the Lutheran Church of 
Australia 18th General Synod at Rochedale, Brisbane, Queensland in September 
2015. The venue is a Lutheran High School, it is huge, has amazing facilities 
and a perfect place for a synod. 

All the talk before this Synod was about will the Church vote to allow women 
to be ordained in the Lutheran Church of Australia.  As you know by now the 
vote didn’t get carried.  64% of the delegates present voted in favour of ordaining 
women.  The Church requires 67% majority.  It was lost by 13 votes.  The way 
Synod conducted itself in dealing with this sensitive subject is a real credit to 
Bishop John Henderson.  There was a lot of debate for and against.  As the vote 
was read out, there was no joy.  Everyone was quiet—you could hear a pin drop.  
There were tears from those who voted for and from those who voted against.  
Those who voted against realise it will be only be a matter of time before the 
Lutheran Church of Australia will allow women’s ordination.  Both sides realise 
how close the vote was.  Those who voted for realise they have to wait and be 
patient as it will happen in God’s time.  

There were many highlights of the Synod, but one 
that stands out was the worship.  We worshipped 
every morning before the sessions.  Bishops from 
each of the districts preached, all very different, all 
very good and inspiring.  The other highlights were 
the people I met, some old friends, some people I 
have never met before.  Everyone was friendly 
and interested in NZ. 
One of the afternoons we were divided into 
groups.  We went to different venues of the 
school, to hear how different ministries of the 
Church are doing, how we can support them, and 
what they do.  It was very informative, inspiring 

and enlightening.  In most cases this is 
where the rubber meets the road, grass 
roots ministries. 

The attached photo is the cross that is in 
the Chapel.  The back lighting can be 
changed which creates mood and match the 
seasons of the year. 

I would encourage anyone who is able to 
attend a Lutheran Church of Australia 
Synod, to do so.  
Thank you for this opportunity. 
    Ray Meharg   

Altar during Taize worship 
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Fellowship News 
First of all, a huge THANK YOU to everyone 

who has supported our fundraising efforts this 

year, through the Car Boot Cafés and “Take a 

Slice out of the Debt”, and then recently 

“Munchies for Mission and Ministry”.  You have 

given generously, especially to the first Sunday 

of the month slices.  All that money was given to 

repay the North Shore account debt, and that 

was achieved by August.  Now we are raising 

money for Mission and Ministry projects. 

Another big THANK YOU for the donations to 

Refugee Relief on the Longest Lutheran Lunch 

Sunday.  We were able to send $A320 to 

Australian Lutheran World Service, who will 

make sure the money is put to good use. 

We have one more Car Boot Sale and Café this 

year.  We invite you all to come along to this, 

perhaps make some purchases, and then sit down in the café to enjoy delicious baking 

and coffee or tea, and chat to your Mountainside friends. 

Season’s Greetings from your Fellowship Team – Visse Hopley, Kathryn Skadiang, 

Malcolm Wisker, Caroline Samsom, Roxanne Bakke. 

Introducing the Schmidt Family from Canada …  

Greetings!  

We recently moved to Orewa from Canada.  We left our home 

in Saskatoon (Saskatchewan) and our home congregation at 

Augustana Lutheran Church for a one-year visiting academic 

position at the University of Auckland.  Beyond our regular work 

and school routines, over the past several months the 

splendors of New Zealand have amazed our family including 

the geothermal activity and fly fishing at Rotorua, tramping at 

Waitomo, kayaking at Hahei, surfing at Mount Maunganui, and 

the countless beautiful beaches.  But even more touching and 

memorable are the people we’ve had the opportunity to meet.  

Since arriving in New Zealand, we have been incredibly 

fortunate to call the North Shore service our new home 

congregation and we wish to thank Pastor Joe and the entire 

North Shore congregation for their warm welcome and 

fellowship.  Over the next several months, we look forward to 

becoming better acquainted with Mountainside Lutheran 

Church and its members, and introducing you to our extended 

family as they visit us to avoid the Canadian winter!   

We are incredibly blessed to have the opportunity to share a 

year of our life in this beautiful country God has created and it is 

a joy to worship with you. 

Regan, Charity, Trinity and Augustine Schmidt 
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Mt Wellington Foodbank Annual Update 
The Foodbank had its annual birthday celebration in October.  Mountainside has been supporting 

this important mission in our community for 24 years!  This year 499 parcels were delivered by the 
churches involved in supporting the Foodbank and these parcels provided 1,916 people with much 
needed food.  Mountainside has been a part of this ministry since the beginning and all of you 
Foodbank volunteers have been part of delivering 12,411 food parcels!!  That is an average of 517 
parcels per year!   

It may be that you help a little bit here and a little bit there; but collectively and, as part of the 
large group that you are, you are making a BIG difference in our community.  Many of you would 
know that it is a humbling experience to be part of this ministry.  Many thanks to all who contribute 
to this mission!  Your dedicated time, food donations, money donations and other support is what 
keeps the Foodbank alive and working in the lives of those in this community who find themselves in 
a position where they can’t feed their families. 

Many thanks are also extended to Maurice and Linda Heidrich who have been faithful and 
dedicated leaders of this ministry on behalf of Mountainside.  They are wanting to step down from 
their leadership roles, so we are looking for someone or possibly a couple of people who can work 
together to take over from them and make this a ministry that they wish to promote in our parish 
and the Mt Wellington community.  If you can assist, please let Maurice or Linda know of your 
interest! 

The Foodbank will be in operation until Friday, 18 December when it will be closed over 
Christmas/New Year.  If you would like to donate any special Christmas foods, they will be very 
welcome.  Please have them to the church by Sunday, 13 December. 
Mountainside's next delivery month will be February 2016.  A roster is on the bulletin board for you 
to sign up if you are able to support the Foodbank by making deliveries of food parcels this coming 
February.  Please ensure you can work with a partner for reasons of meeting requirements under 
Health & Safety legislation.  If you have any questions, please see Linda Heidrich or Roxanne Bakke. 

Holiday Bible Adventure 2015 
The annual Mountainside HBA (Holiday Bible Adventure) for 2015 was 
all about Faith Building.  We focused on key bible verses each day, the 
first being, ‘What are we?’ ‘We are God’s Masterpieces!’ (Ephesians 
2:10).  The three days were based around Faith Building Play stations; 
activities that involved thinking about our faith development, 

connecting to Bible stories and of 
course, relaxing with some holiday fun.  Building our lives on a firm 
foundation was a feature in the block building and thinking about 
how Jesus is the cornerstone in our lives was a major part of the 
three day event.  We enjoyed watching Bible video clips, 
experiencing a Prayer walk, hearing bible stories, sing-a-longs 
and working co-operatively with each other.  The best part of our 
HBA is the way our Senior Mountainside members help support us. 
Many gave up their time to volunteer in the Kitchen and help with 
the art and craft activities.  It was a wonderful time with over 30
-35 children attending on each of the three days.  We look 
forward to next years ‘Faith Builders’ 
event and building on the firm 
foundation, Jesus our rock! 
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‘Re-thinking Child, Youth & Family Ministry in Modern NZ’ 
Jenna Hewett and I had the privilege of attending a recent Child, Youth & Family Ministry Seminar in 
Wellington, hosted by St. Pauls Lutheran church.  The GROW Ministries Team Pastor, Vaughn Spring 
and the Resource Coordinator, Vicki Rochow were our Leaders. 

Pastor Vaughn encouraged us to ask the hard questions and 
challenged us to re-think how we do what we do to support our young 
people (and their families) in their faith formation.  

We were asked to think about our NZ culture and how that affects 
what we do and how we interact with each other. (How we 
communicate and engage in our digital world today is, of course, very 
different to how our Grandparents use to!)  

During the Saturday session, it was a good chance for Jenna and I to 
reflect on the Ten Guiding Principles of effective Child, Youth and 
Family Ministry, particularly in relation to our congregation and how 
children and young people are engaged with Intergenerational church 
experiences. 

Here are just a few of the questions we want to re-think and reflect on: 

How are we cultivating caring relationships across all ages in our 
church family?  (Some of us already have immediate family members in 
our church, but we want to extend that caring relationship to all church members in meaningful and 
more intentional ways.) 

How are we engaging all ages and generations together in learning scripture and the Christian 
teachings of the Lutheran Church?  (This year our Sunday school children focused on learning 
memory verses and some of the catechism but we still have so much more to learn!  How can our 
young adults help us more in this exercise?) 

Jenna and I look forward to having more 
conversations with you in the future.  We 
are excited with what the New Year will 
bring as we aim to support our younger 
members with ‘Mountainside mentors’!  
Watch this Space. 

‘Just as each of us has one body with 
many members, and these members 
do not all have the same function, so 
in Christ we who are many, form one 
body, and each member belongs to all 
the others.’  Romans 12:4-5 

Julie Kummerow and Jenna Hewett 

On All Saints Day (1st November) we remembered those 

who have left this earth to rest in the arms of our Loving 

Father during the year: 

Betty Muriel Perry   4/7/1922—6/4/2015 

Vedanayagam Vedanayagam  15/7/1941—29/5/2015 

Hannelore Meyer    6/10/1928—26/9/2015 
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Deadline for articles for the February/March 

issue of ‘Mountainside Rumblings’ is 

TUESDAY 26th JANUARY 2016. 

Don’t forget that you have 3 options for receiving 
this newsletter—a printed copy available in the foyer 
of Mountainside Lutheran Church, we can post you a 
copy if you let us know your address, or we can email 
a copy in PDF format which you can enjoy in full 
colour!!  Just contact Kathy and she will organise it 
for you.  And please remember to let us know if your 
contact details change so we can alter our records 
accordingly.  Thanks very much. 

&

PRAYER POINTS 
In your prayers this month, please 
pray for the following: 

We pray ... 
 For the Christian Church as we prepare to 

celebrate the birth of our Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ.  Bless all who attend Christmas 
services and hear the wonderful message of 
God’s love through his Son. 

 For Theo Quax and Molly Neal who were 
confirmed in the faith at a special service on 
29th November.  May our Lord continue to 
nurture their faith in coming years. 

 For students undergoing exams and for all 
teachers as they complete the school year. 

 For a safe and relaxing holiday period for all 
families.  

 For all who are sick or suffering at this time— 
may God give them strength and his healing 
comfort. 

 For Neil & Jenny Lindstrom and family as they 
mourn the recent passing of Neil’s sister 
Doris. 

 For those whose loved ones have died or been 
injured, those whose homes, livestock, crops 
and livelihoods have been destroyed in the 
bushfires in Australia; grant your comforting 
presence in this time of need. 

 For the Syrian refugees and other migrants as 
they flee the turmoil in their home countries.  
We also pray for the countries accepting 
refugees that they may provide them with 
shelter and basic necessities. 

 For the people of France as they deal with the 
aftermath of the terrorist attacks in Paris. We 
also pray for all countries to remain vigilant 
against all evil elements. 

 For peace in areas of the world where there is 
on-going conflict and political instability. 

‘Happy Birthday’ and Best Wishes 

to the following people 

celebrating birthdays in December: 

Jack Neal  (2nd) Marjon Gerson (5th) 
Caitlin Tippett (8th) Isabella Jorna (15th) 
David Sutton (17th) 
Alexander & Nicholas Kummerow (18th) 
Christian Geese (20th) Janet Mason (21st) 
Katelyn Sutton (21st) Theo Quax (27th) 
Caroline Samsom (30th) 

Wedding Anniversary Congratulations to: 
John & Lisa Fraser 10 years on the 17th 
Anand & Mary Jala 11 years on the 20th 
Joe & Julie Kummerow 18 years on the 20th 
Paul & Sue Samsom 60 years on 23rd 

Jacque Morris (1st) Jessica Jala (6th) 
Jenna Hewett (9th) Pat Heinemann (11th)
Tabitha Meharg (15th) Margrit Romaniuk (17th) 
Linda Heidrich (20th)       Dori Reeve (24th) 
Annabelle Skadiang (28th) 

Wedding Anniversary Congratulations to: 
Maurice & Linda Heidrich 59 years on the 19th 
Julie & Armstrong Mathews  21 years on the 19th 
Kevin & Dori Reeve 6 years on the 23rd 
Nick & Jenna Hewett 9 years on the 27th 
Neil & Jenny Lindstrom 56 years on the 30th 

‘Happy Birthday’ and Best Wishes to the following 

people celebrating birthdays in January: 


