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What will you take with you? 

… a meditation for the New Year 

2015 has been a bad year for many, and the 
stories of natural disasters and tragedies are too 
numerous to mention. But for a moment let’s 
reflect on just a couple. Try and imagine what must 
have been going through the minds of the people 
of Nepal, earlier in the year, on April the 25th, 
when a massive magnitude-7.8 earthquake struck, 
killing more than 8,800 people, and destroying 
nearly 900,000 buildings. Most were not even 
warned of the impending disaster, or had the time 
to consider what they would try and escape with, 
apart from their lives. And then there are countries 
like Syria, who remain in the grip of an on-going 
civil war. The atrocities there have sparked a 
humanitarian crisis that has resulted in millions of 
people pouring into Europe, forced to flee their 
homes and live as refugees; displaced persons 
without a home and making the journey with only 
the few possessions they could carry. The 
alternative for those currently left behind in Syria, 
and living in the besieged war-torn towns of 
Maydaya, Kefraya and Fouaa, has been to hope 
and pray for aid convoys to get through, or starve 
to death. 

“What will you take with you?” It’s a relevant 
question for all of us, no matter what our 
circumstances. But it is a question I think we avoid 
answering for a number of reasons. First, we avoid 
it, because we can. Thankfully most of us have not 
had to face the kind of suffering and trauma that 
others have faced. I think we also avoid such a 
question because as human beings, our natural 
inclination is to live for the now. We focus on what 
is within our grasp, on what we can control and 
influence today. We tend to think little about our 
future until such a time when we are forced to 
consider it. And when we think about the terrible 
things that happen to others, we tend to be rather 
dismissive of the possibility that such terrible things 
(that only happen on the TV) will ever happen to 
us. But what if something unexpected did happen 
to us…to you…something that involved loss in one 
form or another? What if you were forced to think 
about your life and the direction it was taking? 
What if you had to answer this question…“What 
will you take with you?” … tomorrow? I think it’s 
really a universal question. 
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W 
hat would you take with you if you had to 
leave somewhere in a hurry? On January the 

6th, 2016, the residents of Yarloop, a small town 
130kms south-west of Perth in Western Australia, 
were forced to answer that very question. As fires 
threatened their homes, livelihoods, and their lives, 
they had literally only minutes to decide what they 
would take with them and what they would leave 
behind.  

One resident was reported to have said, “The fire 
was too intense and too quick, the only thing to do 
was to get away…it was terrible, devastating, huge. 
I think people just didn’t know what to do”. In the 
aftermath of the devastation over 143 properties 
were destroyed, 128 of them houses. The blaze 
had burnt through over 67,000 hectares, and lives 
were lost. 

The Yarloop blaze was one of the worst fires in 
recent Australian history. As I write, it still 
continues, unabated in some areas and controlled 
in others. Emergency services have warned that 
the towns of Harvey, Cookernup and Wokalup are 
also facing a big threat. The West Australian, 
Premier Colin Barnett, has declared the main area 
of the fire to be the scene of a natural disaster and 
eligible for emergency funds. People have lost 
everything. An entire community has been 
destroyed, and for many there is now nothing for 
them to return to. 

As we think about such a scenario and enter into 
the New Year of 2016, I want to ask again the 
question I asked you at the start of our meditation, 
but this time slightly differently. The question I want 
you to consider is not, “What would you take with 
you?” but, “What will you take with you?” Whether 
we like it or not, 2015 is done with. It’s over. It may 
have been a great year for all sorts of reasons, or it 
could have been a terrible year for all sorts of 
reasons. It may have been a year where we 
achieved what we wanted to achieve in our life and 
work, or perhaps it was a year filled with regrets. In 
any case, 2015 is over. It is behind us, and now we 
have a new year to think about. So I’ll ask again the 
question, “What will you take with you… into 
2016?” 

There are many people around the world who 
have had to answer this question, especially as 
they faced danger or threats of one kind or another. 
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Mary and Joseph were forced to answer this 
question. An angel of the Lord had appeared to 
Joseph and said, “Get up, take the child with his 
mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell 
you, for Herod is about to search for the child to 
destroy him” (Mt 2:13).  

So what did they do? Joseph and Mary did what 
any parent would do. They grabbed their son and 
they fled…for Egypt. There was no time to say 
their goodbyes, no removalist truck arriving to pack 
the furniture, no time to prepare some nice food to 
eat for the journey, and no time to give the garden 
one last water. They were leaving…and NOW! 
Herod was jealous. He knew his power and 
position of authority were in danger, and so he 
seeks to remove the threat. And once he realises 
that the Magi aren’t coming back to tell him where 
Jesus is, he gives the order to kill every child under 
two years of age in and around Bethlehem. 

Now perhaps we find it hard to imagine this kind 
of atrocity. Sometimes we see it on our TV 
screens, even in real time, but it’s always edited 
and sanitised. And though such events evoke 
strong emotions within us, we remain distant from 
the true horror of it all. Anyway, this particular story 
concludes a few years later. Herod dies, and so 
the danger is over for Mary, Joseph and Jesus. No 
longer refugees, they return to their hometown of 
Nazareth. 

So what’s this all got to do with us? Well as the 
New Year of 2016 gets well and truly underway, 
God is calling you to himself and to walk closer 
with him. And he’s asking you to consider the 
question I posed at the start, “What will you take 
with you?” “What will you take with you as you 
embark on this New Year?” It’s a question we need 
to ask ourselves because at the end of every year 
we face another year ahead; a year where we are 
confronted with new challenges, and given new 
opportunities, all of which force us to respond in 
one way or another. So think about it…“What will 
you take with you… this year?” 

I want to answer this question for you, by first 
answering another related question… “What will 
you leave behind?” In 2 Corinthians 5:17, Paul 
says, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new 
creation has come: The old has gone, the new is 
here!” In other words, as you start this New Year, 
there’s some stuff that we really need to leave 
behind as people who live in Christ. It’s the bad 
stuff. It’s the heartaches and disappointments of 
last year. It’s our sin and selfishness. It’s those 

times when we perhaps spoke badly of another 
person or failed to offer the love and support 
someone was looking for. It’s the regrets, the bad 
things we have done and the good things we have 
left undone. To all this stuff, God says…leave it all 
behind!  If you don’t these things become like giant 
boulders along the way that prevent you from 
moving on and being in a different place than you 
were at the start of the year. It’s good and healthy 
to always keep on the move! 

You see God wants you to think and reflect on 
the past and learn from it, but he also wants you to 
be on the move. Life’s a journey, and he’s called 
you on the trip of a life-time. It’s not an excursion or 
a holiday where you can simply relax, put your feet 
up and enjoy yourself, but rather it’s a journey that 
requires some endurance and patience. On the 
road he’s placed you it will sometimes be hard 
going, and life will have its ups and downs. But God 
promises to be with you, and he promises through 
his son, to lead you to a good place in life. Where 
you’re at right now, is not where you will be into the 
future. Instead God is leading you to a place filled 
with life and beauty, not a place of fear, but a place 
where every night will have a morning, where every 
trouble will pass, and every burden will be 
lightened. It is the place of God’s new creation 
where all things will be new... to eternity. 

And of course this place is not anywhere here. 
And it’s not found with a map or a compass or a 
GPS device. This place and this life is found only in 
the life of a person, Jesus. You see, Jesus himself 
went on a journey, and it wasn’t easy. It led him all 
the way to the cross. But for us, this means that 
there is no place where we might go, where Jesus 
hasn’t already been. Jesus is with us always. He’s 
our travelling companion. So the question I have for 
you then is this…will you take him with you…I 
mean personally! Will you take Jesus with you into 
the New Year of 2016?   … continued page 3 ... 

Ash Wednesday Service 

10th February, 7.30 pm  

@ Mountainside 

All welcome! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Sights and Sounds  
of Lent 

Mid-week meditations for Lent, starting 
Wednesday, February 17th, 7.30 pm 

@ Mountainside  
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Will you give him all those things that burden 
you? Will you let Jesus heal you and transform 
your life in ways that you could never have 
imagined? Will you take his forgiveness, his love, 
his compassion, his justice and mercy, his 
gentleness, his self-control, his humility…into all of 
your relationships with family and friends, work 
colleagues, and those new to our church? Will you 
show Jesus to others as you take him with you, 
and will you let him be in charge of your life now 
and into the future, whatever your future holds? 

It’s all about priorities, isn’t it? And when we get 
them around the wrong way, and make bad 
choices in life, as we do, you can be sure that God 
doesn’t…and that’s because his priority is you. He 
sent Jesus into the world as proof of where his 
priorities lie! And so as we continue on into the 
New Year of 2016, you can be sure of God’s love 
and faithfulness to you.  

You can be sure that in Jesus, God wants to fill 
your life with joy and blessing. He wants to give 
you his comfort, peace and hope. And he wants 
you to know that whatever happens…however this 
year turns out for you, you are never alone. 

I leave you with the first verse of a song titled 
“God give you joy”. It seems fitting for this time of 
the year, and it is my prayer for you,  

God give you joy and lead you on ahead. 
God give you wisdom for the path you tread. 

May he fit you for each task  
and wrap you in his love. 
God give you joy always. 

God give you his joy as you take Jesus with you 
into this New Year, 2016!  Pastor Joe 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
All members of Mountainside are invited to 

attend our AGM on 

Sunday 28th February 2016 
after the worship service. 

This is an excellent opportunity to review the 

year just gone, and to find out what’s being 

planned for 2016. 

Jesus on the Radio! 

Hear Jesus’ message of hope on  
Newstalk ZB and The Hits radio stations 

from 1
st

 February 2016. 

Rev Richard Fox will be launching this exciting 
mission project after the worship service on 
Sunday, 31

st
 January 2016 at Mountainside 

Lutheran Church (followed by a shared potluck 
lunch). 
Come along to hear how the good news of 
Jesus Christ will be shared to over 250,000 
people throughout Auckland every week, and 
how you are involved.  The presentation 
includes a training session. 
Thank you for being part of this God given and 
very exciting mission. 

Easter Services 
MAUNDY THURSDAY 24th MARCH, 7.30 pm:  
Service with Holy Communion 

GOOD FRIDAY 25th MARCH, 10 am 

EASTER SUNDAY 27th MARCH, 10 am: 
Easter Service with Holy Communion  

{Note: We will be having a ‘Living Cross’ again this year, so please bring along 
any flowers that you have to place on the cross} 

ALL WELCOME! 
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Mountainside Lutheran Support of Mt Wellington Foodbank 
Jesus calls out to us to minister and care for the poor in our communities.  Mountainside has 
answered that call for the past 24 years through our support of the Mt Wellington Foodbank 
which has provided emergency food support for families in our community through the 
distribution of over 12,500 food parcels to families in need. 

Many will be aware that our dedicated Foodbank Team, Maurice and Linda Heidrich, have 
retired their role of coordinating Mountainside's Foodbank volunteers and we have been 
looking for a new coordinator.   

If anyone is interested, the coordinator role is simply to: 
1. coordinate/promote the volunteer roster for the parish's designated service month(s) 

for deliverers and packers, which there are 4 in each year with the present structure; 
2. liaise with the Citizen's Advice Bureau daily during the parish's service month(s) to 

disseminate the information about the deliveries; 
3. attend the monthly Foodbank Committee meetings, and  
4. provide communication to the parish about the Foodbank activities and needs. 

In our transition period, the parish's service month is this February and we have managed to 
fill the delivery roster for the entire month and many thanks go to those who have signed up 
to do these deliveries!! 

Sadly, however, without a coordinator, Mountainside will not be able to continue its 
support of the Foodbank.  Unless we have a volunteer coordinator by our February AGM on 
the 28th, we will be presenting a motion to the parish to discontinue our charter member 
support of the Mt Wellington Foodbank and offer our resignation to the Mt Wellington 
Foodbank Committee. 

Please pray about Mountainside's call to serve the needy in the Mt Wellington community 
and, if you are interested in being a coordinator or a joint coordinating team, please speak 
to Pastor Joe or Roxanne Bakke, Parish Chairperson. 

Molly Neal and Theo Quax’s Confirmation service held on  

29th November 2015 

13th February, 

6th March, 2nd April, 

& 7th May  

9 am – noon  

 

Now that Christmas/New Year is over, perhaps you have some things that you would like to get 

rid of.  Why not earn yourself a bit of extra cash for them?  Book yourself a stall at our first Car 

Boot Sale for 2016.  Or perhaps you’re on the lookout for some bargains while enjoying a cuppa 

and a slice (proceeds go towards the Mission & Ministry of Mountainside). It’s also a great time 

to meet the local community around the church. 

Selling spots are from $10. If you would like to know more, or to book a spot, please contact 

the church office on  579 4490 or email lcnz.auckland@clear.net.nz. 
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The Services Team has identified a problem with the aging of the light fixtures 

inside the church plant.  Due to the heat given off by the lamps, the surrounds are 

experiencing cracking.  The cost to replace is $10,841 + GST and will be completed 

in stages throughout the year.  This replacement project has been approved by 

the Parish Council with the intention of funding it through applying for grant(s), 

through the 2016 budget and by a special fundraising appeal. 

The fundraising will commence in February with the usual scrumptious slices and cakes on Sunday 

14
th

 February and continue until the goal of $4,000 is achieved.  Please bring your gold coin donations 

on the 14
th

!! 

If anyone wishes to give specially to this fundraising appeal, you can also put a special offering in the 

offering plate on Sunday morning marking it for the Lighting Replacement Fundraising. 

2016 Capital Improvement Fundraising 

for Lighting Improvement  
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Deadline for articles for the February/March 

issue of ‘Mountainside Rumblings’ is 

TUESDAY 29th MARCH 2016. 

Don’t forget that you have 3 options for receiving 
this newsletter—a printed copy available in the 
foyer of Mountainside Lutheran Church, we can post 
you a copy if you let us know your address, or we 
can email a copy in PDF format which you can enjoy 
in full colour!!  Just contact Kathy and she will 
organise it for you.  And please remember to let us 
know if your contact details change so we can alter 
our records accordingly.  Thanks very much. 

&

PRAYER POINTS 
In your prayers this month, please 
pray for the following: 

We pray ... 
 For all people in need of hope – especially as 

we start a new year. 

 For the Small Group leaders and all our 

ministry volunteers as they prepare for 

another year of service. 

 For our Parish AGM which will be held on 28th 

February.  We give thanks for all who have 

faithfully served on Parish Council and other 

committees over the last year. 

 For the people of New Zealand, our 

congregation in Auckland, the Lutheran 

Church of New Zealand, media outlet NZME, 

and Lutheran Media as we communicate 

Christ's message of hope into people's lives 

via the Newstalk ZB & The Hits radio stations. 

 For the churches & volunteers involved with 

the Mt Wellington Foodbank.  Please give 

prayerful consideration as to how you may be 

able to help with this important community 

service. 

 For all those affected by recent bushfires in 

Australia and storms/snowfalls in America & 

Europe. 

 For all who are sick or suffering at this time— 

may God give them strength and his healing 

comfort. 

Emily Kummerow (3rd) Terri McClintock (3rd) 
Ruth, Andrea & Grace Sutton  (3rd) 
Geeta Sharma (5th) Lalitha Doss (5th) 
Mary Jyothsna (6th) Finn Alexander (9th) 
Esther Barrett (12th) Danielle O’Neill (13th) 
Nolla Lippelt (18th) Simon Lieschke (19th) 
Elizabeth Duncan (22nd) Malcolm Wisker (23rd) 
Isabelle Peach-Lamont (27th) 

Wedding Anniversary Congratulations to: 
Jorgen and Martha Holgersen 3 years on the 1st 
Floyd and Marjon Gerson 11 years on the 9th 
Peter and Jacque Morris 33 years on the 12th 
Malcolm and Barbara Court 49 years on the 18th 
Lucien and Annette Jorna 22 years on the 19th 
David & Tanya Sutton  22 years on the 19th 
Hayden & Rhiannon Morris 1 year on 23rd 

‘Happy Birthday’ and Best Wishes 

to the following people celebrat-

ing birthdays in February: 

Jade Hewett (1st)        Marianne Frederiksen (3rd)  
Lucas Peach-Lamont (4th)  Annette Jorna (5th) 
Nina Sawyer (5th) Betty Muirhead (6th) 
Marianne Kraack (7th) Kristen Lindstrom (9th) 
Eleanor Fraser (9th) Samuel Doss (13th) 
Joel Golconda (16th) Sarah Kirtlan (17th) 
Kristina Brock (18th) Stephen Lindstrom (20th)  
Asher Talapati (20th) Merry Tsao (26th) 
Jens Meder (29th) Isobel Alexander (29th) 
Neil Lindstrom (30th) 

Wedding Anniversary Congratulations to: 
Ray and Jan Meharg 39 years on the 12th 
Brett & Marcia Thomson 6 years on the 31st 

‘Happy Birthday’ and Best Wishes to the following 

people celebrating birthdays in March: 


