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Being Led by the Voice of the Good Shepherd 

O 
n the Sunday the 20th of January our 
LCNZ Bishop, Mark Whitfield, worshipped 
with us. He preached and also presided 

over the sacrament, which was a real blessing to 
have him serve in this way. In his sermon, which 
was on the wedding at Cana from John’s Gospel, 
he spoke about the importance of God’s timing. 
He referred to God’s timing in a number of areas, 
but one which stood out to me was, his 
comments about God’s timing in having a new 
pastor here at Mountainside. 
This intrigued me and during 
the weeks following I have 
been dwelling on what this 
means for the year that is 
ahead of us here at 
Mountainside.  

As we begin a new year, a 
number of people have asked 
me what I plan to do this year 
as I settle into my call here. It is 
a good question that I have 
been asked, and one that I 
have thought much about. 
When a new pastor comes 
there is always a sense of 
expectation. Some may think 
that now is the time to make 
changes, to do things 
differently, to look at new ideas. Others may 
think,’ I hope that pastor does not change much, 
we're happy with where we are’. 

But as I have thought about his I have been 
dwelling on Jesus words to us from John 10. 
Jesus in John chapter 10: 3-6 talks about himself 
as being a gate, or a door, for his sheep (his 
followers). He says” 3 The gatekeeper opens the 
gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He 
calls his own sheep by name and leads them 
out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he 
goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him 
because they know his voice. 5 They will not 
follow a stranger, but they will run from him 
because they do not know the voice of 
strangers.’ 

In reading this I have felt challenged: How do we 
know that we are listening to the voice of the 
Good Shepherd and where he is leading us? 
Particularly at a time in our culture and society 
where we are confronted with many different 
voices calling for our attention. How do we hear 
the Lord’s voice above all the others?  

So watch this space, because this coming year 
this is the question that I am going to explore 

together as the body of Christ 
here at Mountainside. Paying 
close attention to who we are and 
looking together to where our 
Lord is leading us as we work 
together to follow our Lord Jesus 
where he leads. Not only as 
individuals but also as the 
Mountainside church together. 

I see so much potential among us 
here at Mountainside, I clearly 
see our God working through the 
amazing diverse people that he 
brings from across Auckland to 
worship each week and I look 
forward to this coming year, in 
walking confidently with you to 
discern where we are being led 
knowing that we are following the 
voice of the Good Shepherd.  

So with this in mind, as we begin a new year 
ahead of us, I encourage you to pray. To seek 
the Lord so that together we all may know and 
hear his voice. And I encourage you all to pray 
that we may have the courage to follow where 
he leads us. No matter where you are, how 
much you are involved in church life, whether 
you come regularly, or whether you are unable 
to join us often. One thing that we can all do, is 
to pray to the Lord together to seek his guidance 
for the year ahead. 

God’s richest blessings to all of you for the 
coming year. 

Pastor Nich 
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The Folk Song Of the Church 
 
Popular speaker and prolific hymn writer John Bell explores the value of traditional 
folk melodies in sung worship. 
 
‘The Folk-song of the Church’ is a phrase probably coined by the late Eric Routley as an 
apt description of hymnody. 
Performance songs, whether they be from Handel’s Messiah or the latest album of a  
Christian rock-star were not primarily written for congregational purposes. But hymns have 
been and should always be intended for corporate use, enabling the people of God to sing 
their faith and praise their Maker, irrespective of their musical pedigree. 
For as long as there have been hymns, there have been sacred texts set to folk tunes.  
Indeed it is possible that some of the psalms may have been given voice thanks to ancient 
Jewish folk melodies. Purists who believe that good church music ended when Bach died 
in 1750 are often oblivious to the fact that some of the Lutheran tunes which he so  
gloriously harmonised had their origins in city taverns or rural ceilidhs. Such elitists also 
forget that the glorious English hymn tune Helmsley (Lo! He comes in clouds descending) 
started life as a sea shanty; and that Vaughan Williams, the most English of composers, 
delighted in bringing English folk melodies out of near oblivion into the singing of the 
church. 
Every nation (with the exception until recently of Calvinist Scotland) has employed native 
tunes to articulate religious texts. This is true of such diverse countries as the Philippines, 
Sweden and El Salvador. Hence tunes from these countries flow easily into the singing of 
British Christians. The melodies have been honed to suit the corporate voice, rather than 
elaborated to flatter soloists. 
And this is right and good, because one of the things which an indigenous melody does is 
to celebrate the incarnation. When people in the four nations comprising the United  
Kingdom or people in Argentina, Iceland or the Koreas use their folk tradition as a vehicle 
for articulating their praise, they allow their native culture to cradle the Gospel. Jesus is no 
longer a servant of the religious printing presses of the imperialist West. Rather he and his 
words come close through the intentionally diverse styles of music which the Holy Spirit 
has gloriously birthed across the globe. 

 
 
 
John Bell is the most represented contemporary hymn  
writer in Singing the Faith. His words are often set to  
traditional Scottish folk melodies.   

 

Reprinted with permission from  http://
www.singingthefaithplus.org.uk/?p=3158#comment-781560 

Congratulations to Christopher Tippett and Rebecca Norris who were 

recently married on Friday 21st December 2018 in Tawharanui.  May 

the Lord bless this couple and their new life together. 

http://www.singingthefaithplus.org.uk/?p=1791
http://www.singingthefaithplus.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/John-Bell5-Jan.091.jpg
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Listen to Messages of Hope and invite others to do the same. Download or listen online at 
www.messagesofhope.org.au, (www.messagesofhope.org.nz for New Zealand audiences). 
 
3rd February Burnout   (Interview) 
Do you find yourself torn between competing demands? It can be especially hard when you’re a working 
mum. Celia talks with Anna Doecke, a counsellor who helps people recognise and deal with burnout and 
stress. We don’t have to be slaves to our stress. 

 
10th February Language of Love   (Interview) 
Relationships are hard work sometimes. Often it comes down to communication and misunderstandings. 
Julie and Chris share the story of their relationship ups and downs and how understanding the way we show 
our love can help us to turn our relationships around. 
 

17th February I Remember When   (Pastor Richard Fox) 
Have you ever heard someone say “I remember when…” Memories are precious, especially when shared 
with people we love. Richard Fox shares the story of how he coped when his grandpa’s memory started to 
fade. 

 
24th February Dementia Is Not The End   (Interview) 
Do you struggle to understand and relate with a loved one who has dementia? This week Celia talks with 
Gaye, who has worked in aged care for over 20 years and specialises in dementia care. Gaye gives us her 
insights and encouragement for living with dementia. 

 
 
 
 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY  
SERVICE 

6th March, 7.30 pm 
@ Mountainside  

All welcome! 
 

(Lenten Devotions each Wednesday  
evening after Ash Wednesday) 

In Brief …  
 PASTOR NICH’S BIBLE STUDY:  Every 

Sunday before church, Pastor Nich will be 

holding a bible study at Mountainside. This 

runs from 8.55am-9.40am for anyone who 

wishes to attend. 

 PARISH AGM:  The Parish Annual General 

Meeting will be held in March 2019. Date is 

still TBC at the time of printing.  

 DATA PROJECTOR: Thank you to all those 

who generously donated towards this project. 

The projector has now been installed and it’s 

a great asset to have for our weekly services.  

 FAMILY & COMMUNITY WORKER 

POSITION:  Applications have now closed 

and interviews will be commencing shortly. 

Mountainside on Double Duty for December and January!                        

It was Mountainside's turn to do the double month over the Christmas season.  Since the Foodbank 

shuts down for a few weeks during this period, each year one church does both months.  Doesn't 

sound too bad?  Probably wouldn't be in usual circumstances but after being closed for 3 weeks and 

having Christmas in the middle and the expenses of starting school at the end, it makes for wild 

times!  The first day the Foodbank opened, Mountainsides hardy volunteers (with some external help from our  

Catholic partners), delivered 15 parcels in one day!  I think that might be a record for us!  A week and a bit later, we 

had a 28 parcel week.  A total for the two month period was 83 parcels feeding around 350 adults and children for 

up to a week.  That is a lot of food!!  Needless to say, the Foodbank stocks were well and truly hit!  Many donations 

and our other corporate supporters soon came back to work to build up our stocks again. Please pray for all of these 

families to get through their difficult times and that the Holy Spirit will touch them through the pamphlets with Bible 

verses and words of encouragement that we leave with them.  Please also pray for our volunteers and supporters 

without whose help we could not do this important ministry in our church community. 

We are next up for Foodbank service in May.  Please prayerfully consider how you can be involved in feeding the 

poor and underprivileged in our community.  
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Welcome to the Marks Family! 
 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ at Mountainside, 
 
It's hard to believe, but it's been over a month 
since the Marks family first walked in the door of 
Mountainside Lutheran Church.  It has been an 
absolute joy getting to know you all and 
becoming part of the Mountainside family. 
Thank you for the warm hospitality and Christian 
love we've felt since day one!  You may have 
gotten bits and pieces of who we are and why 
we’re here, but Jenna Hewett thought it might 
be nice for us to introduce ourselves more fully 
in The Rumblings, so here goes! 
  
I am Marty Marks and I serve as the Pastor of 
Immanuel Lutheran Church in DeKalb, Illinois, 
USA (www.Immanueldekalb.com). I have been Pastor of the congregation for 17 years and have been involved with the 
congregation for over 30.  Krista and I met and then married there years before God brought us back to the same place 
to serve, so it holds a special place in our hearts!  Last summer in June (your winter!), the congregation voted to approve 
me taking a sabbatical for 3 months at the beginning of 2019. I was free to choose how to spend this time, but the goal 
was to spend time in "sabbath", the Biblical concept of "rest".  This break from secular work allows me to focus on 
relationships with God and his people and provides a time of recharging so that I can serve Immanuel Lutheran with 
renewed vigor come April and in the years to come.  
  
Many people wonder how we chose to come to New Zealand of all the places in the world.  I am a bit of a fantasy 
literature fan (okay, that might be understated!) and for several years have been working on a piece of Christian-oriented 
fantasy children’s literature in the vein of J.R.R Tolkien and C.S. Lewis in my spare time.  As I thought about where I’d 
love to be as I write and create the characters and world that will share God’s story, New Zealand was the backdrop that 
kept coming to mind. No doubt this is in part thanks to the cinematic productions of Tolkien’s and Lewis’ stories that have 
used NZ as their setting, but I have admired the beauty of New Zealand from afar my entire life!  Most people from the 
US only dream of coming to New Zealand, so we feel very blessed to have brought this trip from a crazy idea to reality! 
  
So a bit about us…  I am passionate about people and thrive on developing new relationships with those from different 
cultures and walks of life.  I love the Lord and am ridiculously passionate about Bible study. I also enjoy board games, 
card games, and tramping through New Zealand!  Krista and I married 25 years ago. You may know her as the baker of 
the yummy “Krista bars" served after church last Sunday. Those things helped many a professor put up with me in 
Seminary!  She is a School Social Worker at an elementary school. She's passionate about photography and electronic 
gizmos, including her drone. She's the "cool" and "fun" Marks adult!  
  
We have four children.  Riley just turned 18. An accomplished runner, he is spending his time here training to run the 
1500m when we return to the States.  He loves music and reading, as well as philosophical and psychological 
conversation. He’s also quite the juggler! Sadie just turned 15 and is an amazing artist.  Ask her to show you her 
sketchbook… incredible! She also enjoys walking on the beach and is always up for an adventure. Carter just turned 12. 
He’s a bit on the shy side but get to know him and you’ll discover a fantastic sense of humour.  He loves mathematics, 
reading, video games, board games, and lemons! Our baby of the family, Chloe, is 9 and has a zeal for life. She loves 
animals, crafts, and making slime! She is the task master of the family, keeping all of us on track.  If we ever can’t find 
something, we ask Chloe! 
  
We will be heading to the South Island for 2 weeks at the end of February.  Until we head back to the states on March 
27th we plan to savour every moment we have in Aotearoa.  If any of you find yourselves near Chicago, please let us 
know. We'd love to return the hospitality!  Thank you for welcoming us into your family! 
  
In Christ, 
Marty and Krista Marks 
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Mountainside Moments...  

Thanks to all the kids, 

parents and helpers who 

were involved with both 

the Christmas Eve 

Children’s Programme 

and the Christmas Day 

Indian Dance 

performance. Well Done! 

 

(dance photo credits to 

Anand Jala)  
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Deadline for articles for the  

April/May 2019 issue of  

‘Mountainside Rumblings’ is  

TUESDAY 26th MARCH 2019. 

Don’t forget that you have 3 options for receiving 
this newsletter—a printed copy available in the 
foyer of Mountainside Lutheran Church, we can 
post you a copy if you let us know your address, or 
we can email a copy in PDF format which you can 
enjoy in full colour!!  Just contact the office and we 
will organise it for you.  And please remember to 
let us know if your contact details change so we 
can alter our records accordingly.   

Thanks very much. 

PRAYER POINTS 
In your prayers this month, please 
pray for the following: 

We pray ... 
 For our Parish AGM which will be held in 

March.  We give thanks for all who have 

faithfully served on Parish Council and other 

committees over the past year.  

 For the Family & Community Worker Position 

and the interviews that are to commence 

shortly for this role.  

 For the members of our Parish Council, Elders 

and all who serve our parish through our 

various ministries. 

 For the churches & volunteers involved with 

the Mt Wellington Foodbank and all who work 

with those in need. 

 For all who are sick or suffering at this time— 

may God give them strength and his healing 

comfort. 

 For couples who are preparing for their 

upcoming weddings, and those recently 

married. 

 For all schools, teachers, staff and students 

as they prepare to go back to school in 

February. 

 For all of our returning and new programmes 

that will take place at Mountainside in 2019. 

Terri McClintock (3rd) 
Ruth, Andrea & Grace Sutton  (3rd) 
Kalikula Fifita (4th) Geeta Sharma (5th) 
Lalitha Doss (5th) Mary Jyothsna (6th) 
Nolla Lippelt (18th) Elizabeth Duncan (22nd)
Funaki Ongoongo (22nd) Malcolm Wisker (23rd) 
Philip Rawson (25th) 

Wedding Anniversary Congratulations to: 
Jorgen and Martha Holgersen 6 years on the 1st 
Floyd and Marjon Gerson 14 years on the 9th 
Peter and Jacque Morris 36 years on the 12th 
Malcolm and Barbara Court 52 years on the 18th 
Lucien and Annette Jorna 25 years on the 19th 
David & Tanya Sutton  25 years on the 19th 
Hayden & Rhiannon Morris 4 years on 23rd 
Iska & Boris Girard de Soucanton  14 years on 25th 

‘Happy Birthday’ and Best Wishes to the following 

people celebrating birthdays in March: 

Jade Hewett (1st) Marianne Frederiksen (3rd) 
Annette Jorna (5th) Luseanne Masima (5th)
Betty Muirhead (6th) Marianne Kraack (7th)
Kristen Lindstrom (9th) Eleanor Fraser (9th)  
Inoke Masima (12th) Samuel Doss (13th)  
Sarah Kirtlan (17th) Kristina Brock (18th)
Stephen Lindstrom (20th)  Leon Lin (23rd) 
Benjamin Gerson (26th)   Jens Meder (29th) 
Isobel Alexander (29th)  Neil Lindstrom (30th) 

Wedding Anniversary Congratulations to: 
Kalikula & Mosiana Fifita 11 years on the 8th 
Ray and Jan Meharg 42 years on the 12th 
Brett & Marcia Thomson 9 years on the 31st 

‘Happy Birthday’ and 

Best Wishes to the fol-

lowing people celebrating 

birthdays in February: 


