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‘Knowing God’ 

“There is a rumour going around that I have found God. I think this is unlikely because I have 

enough difficulty finding my keys, and there is empirical evidence that they exist” (Terry Pratchett)  

A second reason that suggests the existence of 
God is the beauty and order, the complexity and 
harmony of creation. The universe just seems too 
amazing to be the result of random chance. Along 
with this, notions such as beauty, truth, and 
goodness aren’t able to be explained by an 
evolutionary world view.  

Our personal experiences can also suggest the 
presence of God. Maybe you’ve had a prayer 
answered, or you’ve been saved from an accident, 
or healed of a disease. We like to believe that 
there is a God in control of our lives, and there are 
times when we feel his guidance and help. 

Finally, though not exhaustively, I think there is 
also related to this “evidence” for God, the notion 
that human beings are incurably religious. True 
atheists are rare, and most people can’t help 
believing in something more that the observable 
world. It was Saint Augustine of Hippo who said, 
“Thou hast formed us for Thyself, and our hearts 
are restless till they find rest in Thee.” (Augustine, 
Confessions (Book 1). In a sense then, our life-
long journey is a life-long search for God. 

I’m sure there are other reasons that lead 
people to think or believe that there may be some 
kind of “higher power” or a god of some sort that 
exists. However, all these possible explanations, 
though they might suggest there is a god “up 
there”, none of them can tell us much about what 
God is actually like. It’s the difference between 
knowing about God, and simply knowing God. So, 
how can we know God?  

(continued page 2) 

Q UITE BY ACCIDENT one day 
I happened to inadvertently 

fall into a conversation about the 
Christian faith with an avowed 
atheist, with a very high IQ, and 
who happened to also be a 
scientist. What was I thinking?! 

Need less  to  say the 
conversation was rather short-
lived. All the biblical references I 
could muster seemed unhelpful 
to my cause, as I tried to defend 
my position. And my friend’s 
insistence on the virtues of 
empirical evidence, left little room for open and 
helpful debate. We left each other convinced of our 
own personal positions, but thankfully still friends. 
Not a bad outcome, I suppose. But that encounter 
made me think more about the importance of good 
apologetics… (Yes, there is such a thing as bad 
apologetics!)… a word that may be simply defined 
as the defence of the Christian faith. 

 Now it’s important to remember that in 
apologetics we are not trying to defend God, after 
all he’s big enough and clever enough to defend 
himself. Instead we are trying to defend what we 
believe about God. But to believe anything about 
God, you first have to believe that he actually 
exists. So the question becomes, “How can we 
know God…that he even exists, and if he does 
exist, how can we know him personally?” 

The truth is most people have some kind of 
notion that there is “someone up there”, a “higher 
power”…we’ll call him God! But why do we think 
that? Well, first, our conscience suggests there is a 
god. Most people, thanks to their conscience, have 
a sense of right and wrong, a feeling that there are 
universal laws and moral standards that suggest a 
higher law-giver to whom we are accountable.  

Paul supports this view in his letter to the 
Romans where he says, “For when Gentiles, who 
do not have the law, by nature do what the law 
requires, they are a law to themselves, even 
though they do not have the law. They show that 
the work of the law is written on their hearts, while 
their conscience also bears witness, and their 
conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse 
them…” (2: 14-16). 



JUNE/JULY 2016 Page 2 

(… continued from page 1) 

To know God, you need to know Jesus. That’s 
what Jesus himself said when he responded to 
Phillip asking him to “show us the Father”. Jesus 
replied, “Whoever has seen me has seen the 
Father” (John 14: 9). And in another place he said 
to the Jewish crowd, “I and the Father are 
one” (John 10:30).  

Of course I could cite many more biblical 
passages to demonstrate how we know God 
through Jesus, but here’s the interesting thing. 
Many of the things that Jesus himself said, his so-
called “hard sayings”, people find hard to swallow.  

“How can we believe in Jesus or trust in him 
when he claims to be God, when he says 
outrageous things like… Do you think that I have 
come to give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but 
rather division” (Lk 12:51), or in another place…. “If 
your hand or your foot causes you to stumble, cut 
it off and throw it away (Mt 18:8) or in yet another 
place Jesus says, “Whoever eats my flesh and 
drinks my blood remains in me, and I in them (Jn 
6:56). 

The difficulty of the words that Jesus spoke, 
who he claimed to be, and what he did, can be a 
real stumbling block for people who are exploring 
the Christian faith and coming to know God. NOT 
THAT JESUS HIMSELF IS THE STUMBLING 
BLOCK…but rather the difficulty lies in what we 
are required to believe about him. 

I recently discovered a good 
example of this in a book I read 
while on leave, “Seeking Allah, 
Finding Jesus”. It’s the true story of 
a young man, Nabeel Qureshi, who 
walked away from his Muslim faith 
and became a Christian. In a culture 
where elders are to be obeyed, not 
q u e s t i o n e d ,  a n d  w h e r e 
abandonment of one’s religion can 
be punished by death, it was a 
significant challenge for him, but that 
is exactly what he did. 

Qureshi writes, “Regarding 
Jesus, there are two issues on 
which Muslims particularly disagree 
with Christians: that Jesus died on 
the cross and that Jesus claimed to 
be God…Islam is a fair religion. It 
has none of this nonsense about some random 
person having to suffer for your sins. According to 
Islam, we will stand before God, each accountable 
for our sins. No one will be able to intercede for us. 
Our spiritual lives are our own responsibility, and if 
our good deeds outweigh our sins, we will go to 
heaven. If our sins outweigh our good deeds, we 
will go to hell. Of course, if God wishes to grant us 
grace, he may. He is God, after all. But what is 
completely out of the question is God taking your 
sins and mine and placing them on an innocent 
man, as if that man can be punished for your 
crimes while you get off scot-free. What kind of 
   justice is that?!” 

What Qureshi struggled with in coming to know 
Jesus and to know God as his loving Father, was 
something that many people struggle with, even 
those people who call themselves Christian and 
who worship regularly. It is the shocking reality of 
GOD’S GRACE…GOD’S AMAZING GRACE… 
that when it comes to life eternal, all our good 
works ultimately count for nothing and that it is only 
by GRACE through faith in Christ alone that we are 
saved (Eph 2:8). 

To the claim that Jesus is God, and to those 
who struggle with this claim, C.S Lewis writes, “I 

am trying to prevent anyone saying 
the really foolish thing that people 
often say about him: ‘I’m ready to 
accept Jesus as a great moral 
teacher, but I don’t accept his claim 
to be God.’ That is the one thing we 
must not say. A man who was 
merely a man and said the sort of 
things Jesus said would not be a 
great moral teacher. He would either 
be a lunatic—on a level with the man 
who says he is a poached egg—or 
else he would be the devil of hell. 
You must make your choice. Either 
this man was, and is, the Son of 
God; or else a madman or 
something worse. You can shut him 
up for a fool, you can spit at him and 
kill him as a demon, or you can fall 

at his feet and call him Lord and God. But let us 
not come with any patronising nonsense about his 
being a great human teacher. He has not left that 
open to us. He did not intend to.” (Mere 
Christianity, p.52). 

So, to know God we have to know Jesus. The 
writer to the Hebrews put it this way, “Long ago, at 
many times and in many ways, God spoke to our 
fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he 
has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed 
the heir of all things, through whom he also 
created the world. [Jesus] is the radiance of the 
glory of God and the exact imprint of his 
nature…” (Heb 1:1-3).        (continued page 3) 

Mountainside Women  

will be hosting a  

SOUP & DESSERT 

LUNCH 

following the Sunday Worship Service 

on  

3rd July & 7th August 

Please stay and enjoy 

a scrumptious bowl of 

soup and a delicious 

dessert.   

Only $5 per person. 
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(… continued from page 2) 

As children of God, as Christians, we know 
God, and more importantly, he knows us…
everything about us. But how do we share what we 
know with others so that they too may come to 
know our God? Returning to my conversation with 
an atheist that I mentioned at the beginning, this 
question really has to do with apologetics or the 
“how to” of evangelism. The scope of this paper 
does not allow me to go into any great depth at this 
point, but let me make a few closing comments.  

Good apologetics requires the ability to be able 
to answer objections. To do this you need to know 
something of the faith and life of those whom you 
are evangelising. You also need to know the 
content of your own faith, and to not be afraid to 
test what you believe to be true, to see whether it 
is in fact true or not. Paul in his letter to the 
Christians in Thessalonica says, in referring to 
prophecy, “Do not despise prophecies, but test 
everything; hold fast what is good” (1 Thess 5:20-
21). The measuring stick if you like, the thing by 
which we are to test everything is of course God’s 
Word. A helpful Lutheran principle to abide by here 
is to let “scripture interpret scripture”. If a passage 
of scripture is unclear in one location, see if there 
is another passage of scripture that adds support 
to it. 

When you are sharing your faith with someone 
else, it is also important to be aware of your own 
cultural biases and how you yourself have been 
brought up within your own family circle. Here I 
think what Qureshi says is instructive. “Islamic 
cultures tend to establish people of high status as 
authorities, whereas the authority in the western 
culture is reason itself…To dissent is to bring 
shame and dishonour”. Perhaps one of the 
important points for Christians here is, don’t 
believe simply because an authority tells you what 
to believe. No human being is infallible, even your 
pastor! Instead, as I’ve said… “test everything”. A 
word of caution here though is warranted, because 
in western cultures, the pendulum has swung too 
far the other way. We have misguidedly elevated 
human reason as our chief authority, and as such 
have tended to disregard or at the very least look 
down on those who have authority within our 
community and our church, be they politicians, 
pastors and/or leaders within our church. This is to 
our detriment. Human reason, especially when we 
are talking about God and His Word as 
authoritative, is always and only subservient to it. 

If you want others to come to know God…and 
surely that is what we all want…then you also have 
to get to know the person. Good evangelism 
requires a relationship. Now this might be stating 
the obvious, but “soap-box” style “street preaching” 
doesn’t work. You really have to get to know the 
other person and share your faith with them in that 
context. It is not about trying to win an argument, 
but about trying to win someone for Christ by 
honestly searching together for the truth. And that 
takes friendship. The problem with surface level 

friendships is that they snap under the tension of 
disagreement. 

There’s one last word of advice that I’d like to 
leave you with, and it is this. Always exercise 
humility. Learn to acknowledge that it is possible 
that you are wrong. As Christians we do not have a 
monopoly on the truth, only Jesus does (Jn 14:6). 
The truth is there is much we can learn from others 
as we humbly approach our interaction with them. 
We need to recognise that it is okay when people 
struggle as they grapple with the Gospel. It’s okay 
for them to have doubts, to ask questions and to 
argue against what we believe to be true. And it is 
okay to struggle with and fight against the reality of 
knowing that there is so much one must give up in 
order to follow Jesus. 

For Nabeel Qureshi, the young man that I told 
you about earlier, the struggle was immense. 
Coming to know Christ shattered his entire world 
view. But how could he hurt his parents by 
becoming a Christian? They had honestly done 
everything they thought was best for him. They 
loved him so much and he loved them equally in 
return. To abandon Islam would be to shame them 
in a way that they might never forgive him. Would it 
be the end of his relationship with them? 

Qureshi knew that as a Muslim he risked a lot to 
embrace the cross, but he also knew the reason 
for the cross. As Jesus says, “Whoever wants to 
be my disciple must deny themselves and take up 
their cross and follow me. For whoever wants to 
save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their 
life for me and for the gospel will save it” (Mk 8:34-
35). 

So on the day he became a Christian, Qureshi 
did lose his life, but he also gained it. And when he 
pleaded with God in despair after having told his 
parents, “Why didn’t you kill me? It would have 
been better if you had killed me at the moment I 
believed so my family would never have had to 
taste betrayal”, God simply answered him, 
“Because this is not about you” (p. 281). 

And that is the truth. Evangelism is never about 
you or me. It is about someone else. It is about 
someone else who is lost coming to know God, 
and coming to live in his family as a beloved child 
of God. That is why we lose our life, and that is 
how we gain it.    Pastor Joe 

Thank you to the Covenant 
Players who performed 3 
skits during our worship 
service on 15th May. 
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‘Where Love Comes to Life’ 
Bible Study & Sermon Series 

SERIES OUTLINE:  

Over five weeks discover why a missional life is where love comes to life.  

 WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE - Introduction to the series  

 WHERE LOVE  

 WHERE LOVE COMES  

 WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE  

 LOVE. LIFE COMMUNITIES  

PURPOSE OF SERIES: To help people grow in their understanding and participation in the 

mission of God in the world.  

Pastor Joe will begin the sermon series on Sunday 5th June, and it will continue each week, 

concluding on Sunday 3rd July. 

Face to Face 
“Please send me one of your depression booklets that was advertised on the radio this morning.” 
Jennifer responded to a 30 second message during breakfast radio offering hope to people struggling 
with depression. Thanks to Jan and Ray Meharg, Jennifer received the booklet along with a postcard 
that has information about Face to Face and Mountainside Lutheran Church. As Jennifer struggles with 
depression, please pray that she can be reassured of God’s loving presence with her. 
Many others like Jennifer are seeking real hope in Jesus Christ. Please pray for them. Pray also for Jan 
and Ray as they deliver booklets to people who are responding to the radio messages. Pray for the 
radio station that carries the good news of Jesus Christ to people who don’t even know who he is. Pray 
that we can share and engage people with Jesus’ message of hope. 
If you would like to hear the message that Jennifer heard, you can watch it on the Face to Face NZ 
YouTube channel. Simply go to www.facetoface.org.nz and click on the YouTube icon on the top right 
of the website. You’ll also see the Facebook and Twitter icons there too. Join us on Facebook and 
Twitter to like and share inspiring pictures and the radio messages to help spread Jesus’ hope to 
people in New Zealand. 

If you’d like to read a booklet on any of these topics, please speak with Jan and Ray Meharg or Pastor 
Joe Kummerow. 
Thank you for your support! 
 God bless,  Pastor Richard Fox 

http://www.facetoface.org.nz
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Immanuel College Concert held at Mountainside, Sunday 17th April 2016 

A wonderful afternoon of music and singing was enjoyed by all on a wet day in Auckland.  The 
professional performance abilities of the 44 students from Immanuel College in Adelaide was a 
joy to experience with a variety of musical styles included.  The Tongan Wesleyan Methodist 
Church Choir also performed 3 pieces for us.  Thank you very much to all involved. 

Location: Te Atatu South 

Leaders: Jan & Ray Meharg 

Ph: 09 837 2424 

Email: meharg@paradise.net.nz 

Location: 224 Te Atatu Road, Te Atatu South 

  (Beryl Morris’s home) 

Wednesdays, 7:30—9 pm (fortnightly) 

Location: Three Kings 

Leader: Neil Lindstrom 

Ph: 09 625 7071 

Email: lindfam@paradise.net.nz 

Location: 15 Warren Avenue, Three Kings 

  (Fredric & Mari Doss’ home) 

Wednesdays, 7:30—9 pm (fortnightly) 

Location: Orewa 

Leader: Al Visini 

Ph: 09 426 4424 

Email: al.visini.co.nz 

Location: 399 Hibiscus Coast Highway, Orewa 

Start date: to be advised 

SMALL GROUP MINISTRY 

Most of our small groups are currently meeting, so we would like to encourage all 

members to be involved in a small group in their local area. 

Please make contact with the group leaders if you would like more information. 

Location: Mt Wellington 

Leader: Kevin and Dori Reeve 

Ph: 021 125 0157 

Email: kevinanddori@gmail.com 

Location: Mountainside Lutheran Church,  

1 Harris Road, Mt Wellington 

Wednesdays (fortnightly), beginning with a 

shared meal at 6.30 pm (please bring along 

some food to share) 

Location: Mt Wellington 

Leader: Pastor Joe 

Ph: 021 151 5186 

Email: joe.kummerow@clear.net.nz  

Location: Mountainside Lutheran Church,  

1 Harris Road, Mt Wellington 

Wednesdays, 10—11 am (fortnightly) 

mailto:meharg@paradise.net.nz
mailto:lindfam@paradise.net.nz
mailto:kevinanddori@gmail.com
mailto:joe.kummerow@clear.net.nz
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Deadline for articles for the August/September  

issue of ‘Mountainside Rumblings’ is  

TUESDAY 26th JULY 2016. 

Don’t forget that you have 3 options for receiving 
this newsletter—a printed copy available in the 
foyer of Mountainside Lutheran Church, we can post 
you a copy if you let us know your address, or we 
can email a copy in PDF format which you can enjoy 
in full colour!!  Just contact Kathy and she will 
organise it for you.  And please remember to let us 
know if your contact details change so we can alter 
our records accordingly.  Thanks very much. 

&

PRAYER POINTS 
In your prayers this month, please 
pray for the following: 

We pray ... 
 For Pastor Joe as he begins the bible study & 

sermon series ‘When Loves Comes to Life’ in 

June.  Help us all to grow our love and faith. 

 For the young people who are about to begin 

confirmation instruction with Pastor Joe.  Be 

with them, Lord as they learn and grow in their 

faith in you. 

 For our small group ministry leaders and 

participants as they continue to meet regularly 

to study God’s word and grow in their faith.  

 For the people of New Zealand, our 

congregation in Auckland, the Lutheran 

Church of New Zealand, media outlet NZME, 

and Lutheran Media as we communicate 

Christ's message of hope into people's lives 

via the Newstalk ZB & The Hits radio stations. 

 For people in need of hope that their ears are 

opened to receive the good news of Jesus 

Christ and believe in him. 

 For the family and friends of all who tragically 

lost their lives in the recent EgyptAir plane 

crash.  Be with the investigators as they try 

and find out how this tragedy happened, and 

also with the wreckage recovery team. 

 For all who are sick or suffering at this time— 

may God give them strength and his healing 

comfort. 

Sumita Golconda (5th) Molly Neal (9th)  
Maurice Heidrich (10th) Jennifer Jala (12th) 
Sky Mullen (18th) Joe Kummerow (19th) 
Annette Nielsen-Geese (20th) 
Karen Rasmussen (22nd) Manita Beatty (25th) 
Tanya Sutton (25th) 

Wedding Anniversary Congratulations to: 
Peter & Sumita Golconda 22 years on the 8th 
Bernard & Sandra Naish 3 years on the 15th 

‘Happy Birthday’ and Best Wishes 

to the following people 

celebrating birthdays in June: 

Sandra Naish (1st) Joshua Armstrong (3rd) 
Jeff McClintock (5th) Jenny Lindstrom (6th) 
Joyce Mayhew (10th) Amberlee Jones (11th) 
Kathryn Skadiang (12th) Michael Meharg (15th) 
Rowena Mullen (21st)   
Nina Girard de Soucanton (23rd) 
Zachary Hewett (25th) Bjorn Geese (27th) 
Mari Doss (27th) Beryl Morris (28th) 
Jorgen Holgersen (30th) Ellie Skudder (30th) 

‘Happy Birthday’ and Best Wishes to the following 

people celebrating birthdays in July: 

The Luther Garden:  

500 years of reformation  

- 500 trees for Wittenberg 

Luther loved trees!  He said “Even if I knew that 
the world were to collapse tomorrow, I would still 
plant my apple tree today".  500 trees are being 
planted in Germany, in special garden areas in the 
town of Wittenberg where Martin Luther nailed his 
95 theses to the door of the Castle Church, on 31 
October 1517 - nearly 500 years ago.  Over 300 
trees have been planted so far by churches from all 
over the world, including a tree from the Lutheran 
Church of NZ.  A partner tree is also to be planted 
in NZ.  Check out the website which includes 
photos of the tree planting (the NZ tree is no. 321), 

and also a short 5 minute video of the garden, 
http://www.luthergarten.de/welcome.html 

http://webmail.clear.net.nz/deferrer.html?redirectUrl=%2Fwebmail.cgi%3Fcmd%3Durl%26url%3Dhttp!3A!2F!2Fwww.luthergarten.de!2Fwelcome.html

