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PERSISTENCE IN PRAYER 
my prayers, where I have been struggling to 
see! This is how the body of Christ works 
among us encouraging each other and building 
each other up.  

One of the things that I cherish about this 
congregation here at Mountainside, is that in 
the short amount of time I have been here, I 
know that people are praying. As we walk 
together as a congregation, I believe it is vital 
that we remember to encourage each other in 
this, that we remember and encourage each 
other to persist, to always keep on praying for 
each other, just as God tells us to in his Word. 
As we do this, it is my belief that our Lord is 
guiding us, and giving us discernment, helping 
us to listen to him, helping us to follow where 
he wants to lead us. We may not see what this 
looks like just yet, but as we pray we know that 
God is at work among us.  

So I will finish by again encouraging you and 
reminding you of what God says to us: “18 And 
pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds 
of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be 
alert and always keep on praying for all the 
Lord’s people.” 

 
Blessings  
Pastor Nich 

T 
he Lord says to us as his children:  
“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions 
with all kinds of prayers and requests. 

With this in mind, be alert and always keep on 
praying for all the Lord’s people.” (Eph 6:18). 

Over the last few months, I have been 
thinking about Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, 
particularly the last chapter, where he talks 
about the Armour of God and also the 
importance of prayer, for the people of God, 
and that the message of the Gospel would be 
made known clearly.  

Prayer is something that as Christians we 
all know is at the heart of our relationship with 
our God, but it is also something that many 
people struggle with. Praying, you would 
think, would be something that comes 
naturally to us as Christians, but the truth is it 
is not as natural as we might think it is.  

We hear in this verse a word of 
encouragement as Christians, to be alert and 
to always keep on praying for all the Lord’s 
people. Some other versions say ‘keep 
persisting in prayer for the saints’. You see, 
prayer takes persistence sometimes, 
particularly when we are praying and we don’t 
seem to see God answering us; When we 
pray and nothing seems to happen; When we 
pray and we don’t feel that God is listening. 

But prayer is important because, even 
though we don’t see God working at times, 
the truth is that our Lord is, in fact, working in 
and through us.  

One of the joys of being a pastor is that I 
get to visit many different people and I get to 
listen to them, and at times I get to encourage 
them and point out to them the places and 
ways that God is working in their lives. Quite 
often people will say to me: “I did not even 
see him answering my prayers!” And the truth 
is that often we don’t see him answering us 
and this is true for pastors as much as it is for 
all God’s children, but he does. Many times I 
have been visiting with people and they point 
out to me, where God has been answering 
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Parish Council Update: 
 Council of Synod (CoS) LCNZ had their meeting at Mountainside on 30th of March 

2019. Mountainside leadership met with CoS that afternoon to discuss matters related 

to Mountainside missional outreach ministries, commencement of  Multicultural 

Ministries which includes Chinese fellowship, and the Botany Situation etc. Following 

on from this meeting Bishop Mark sent an update letter relating to Mountainside 

Chinese fellowship and Botany situation to members of both congregations. 

 CoS representatives have started to join in for part of Mountainside Parish Council 

meetings since April 2019 to discuss progress on Ministry matters that we have been 

working on together. 

 A joint working group has been established between Mountainside and CoS to work 

collaboratively on matters related to Church growth, Missional Outreach, Multicultural 

Ministry. We are discussing Mountainside becoming a centre of excellence, and  

networking with two other churches who have commenced Multicultural Ministries 

(proposal by Pastor Noel Due, Board for local Missions, LCA) etc. These working group 

members are; Bishop Mark Whitfield, Paul Argyle, Lesley Johnson, Pastor Nicholas 

Kitchen, Pastor William Chang, Fredric Doss and Peter Morris. 

 This working group has had their first meeting on 27th May 2019, facilitated by Pastor 

Noel Due. 

 Mountainside Leadership has had their leadership team workshop re: Ministry plan and 

prayer time on 25th May 2019. 

 Both Pastor Nich and Pastor William are attending the LCNZ Synod Convention in 

Hamilton June 7-9th along with delegates Ray Meharg, Roxanne Bakke and Peter 

Morris. 

Ateliana Fifita  

(daughter of Kula & Mosiana) was 

welcomed into God’s Kingdom and 

our Mountainside Church family 

through the miracle of  

Holy Baptism on  

Sunday 12th May 2019. 

‘The Least Of These’ - The Graham Staines Story 

Upon the new release of this movie in the Event Cinemas, we decided to 

book a private theatre screening of ‘The Least Of These’ on Wednesday 

29th May. This movie is the story of the Christian missionary Graham 

Staines and his work in India. It’s a hard hitting tale with few dry eyes 

left in the room by the end of the screening, a story of faith, loss and 

legacy. The credits explain that the movie is based on true events, with 

dramatic interpretation/extra 

characters added to make it a movie. Great to spend 

time together outside of our usual Sunday fellowship, 

many thanks to Fredric Doss for all the organisation of 

this event, for all those who braved the cold winter 

night to join us and to those who donated tickets so 

others could attend. We hope to do another movie 

night at some stage in the future. 
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Easter School Holiday Programme  
The vision of Design for Change is to ensure that all children grow with the mindset that they can make changes to 
make this world a better place. We use the four-step model (Feel, Imagine, Do, Share) to lead children to understand 
situations empathetically, imagine creative solutions and work collaboratively to put those solutions into action.  

 
I believe that these four steps are also important elements in our Christian 
faith.  Just as Jesus was concerned about people’s difficulties and kept 
remembering them in HIS heart, HE had also use creative ideas to solve 
our problems through actions (incarnation and resurrection of Jesus are 
really imaginative actions of GOD). He also commanded us to spread the 
good news to all nations. Therefore, it is essential for us to train our next 
generation to acquire the ability to feel, imagine, do and share to 
accomplish God’s plan for the 
world. 

 
The program has spread over 50 countries worldwide and promotes design 
process as a way of encouraging children to create and develop solutions in 

their communities. 
 
In our holiday break, we led two 
groups of children to go through 
the FIDS process by firstly, 
taking them out to “Feel” the beauty and wonder of the world created by 
GOD. Next, we also showed them some existing global problems to 
stimulate passion within them. 
 
We learned from the parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) how 
to live out the LOVE of GOD by our Actions. Children started to 
brainstorm to see what concrete steps could be taken to help others and 
show them the love of God. 

 
Children felt from their hearts and decided to help homeless people and to reduce 
food waste. Group A (Stella, Ruth, Jade, Jessica, Amitola, Tevita) decided to raise 
money by selling little gifts and snacks so that they can donate money to Auckland 
City Mission to help homeless people. They made posters and prepared food and 
small gifts by themselves. We were so surprised by their creative ideas. They raised 
$251.50 and we are so excited to know that they are really making a change for 
other people.  
 
Group B (Aiolani, Kezia, Jennifer, Christian, Zach) used their talent in drama to 
record a video to create the awareness of the problem of food wastage. The video 
was played after a Sunday service to remind us not to waste food but give to the 
needy.  
 
We really appreciate what our children have done through the LOVE of GOD. And 
we pray that the seed of the gospel of love in words and actions will continue to 
grow in their hearts. 
 
Felix Tong 
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THE BELL  

I KNOW WHO I AM  
I am God's child (John 1:12)  

I am Christ's friend (John 15:15)  
I am united with the Lord(1 Cor. 6:17)  

I am bought with a price(1 Cor 6:19-20)  
I am a saint (set apart for God). (Eph. 1:1)  
I am a personal witness of Christ (Acts 1:8)  

I am the salt & light of the earth (Matt.5:13-14)  
I am a member of the body of Christ(1 Cor 12:27)  
I am free forever from condemnation (Rom. 8: 1-2)  

I am a citizen of Heaven. I am significant ( Phil.3:20)  
I am free from any charge against me (Rom. 8:31-34)  
I am a minister of reconciliation for God(2 Cor.5:17-21)  
I have access to God through the Holy Spirit (Eph. 2:18)  
I am seated with Christ in the heavenly realms (Eph. 2:6)  
I cannot be separated from the love of God(Rom.8:35-39)  
I am established, anointed, sealed by God (2 Cor.1:21-22)  

I am assured all things work together for good (Rom. 8: 28)  
I have been chosen and appointed to bear fruit (Joh n 15:16)  

I may approach God with freedom and confidence (Eph. 3: 12)  
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me (Phil. 4:13)  

I am the branch of the true vine, a channel of His life (John 15: 1-5)  
I am God's temple (1 Cor. 3: 16). I am complete in Christ (Col. 2: 10)  

I am hidden with Christ in God (Col. 3:3). I have been justified (Romans 5:1)  
I am God's co-worker (1 Cor. 3:9; 2 Cor 6:1). I am God's workmanship(Eph. 2:10)  

I am confident that the good works God has begun in me will be perfected (Phil. 1: 5)  
I have been redeemed and forgiven (Col. 1:14). I have been adopted as God's child(Eph 1:5)  

I belong to God  
Do you know  
who you are!?  

Keith Duncan 

On 24th April 2019 Keith joined our Lord in 

heaven, at the age of 79 years.   

Keith was farewelled at a service held on  

30th April 2019. 

Vera Naish 

On 30th April 2019 Vera joined our Lord in 

heaven, at the age of 92 years.   

Vera was farewelled at a service held on  

7th May 2019. 

Our sincere condolences to the family & friends 

of both Keith and Vera. 
Mountainside’s ‘Living Cross’ on Easter Sunday 

2019. Photo credit to Kathy Kirtlan. 
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Congratulations to Bjorn & Katie Geese on 

their recent wedding, which was held at 

Mountainside  on Saturday 27th April 2019.  

May the Lord bless your marriage and be a 

guiding light and comforting presence. 

Check out below the beautifully hand crafted tree Mary Jala has made 
for our Sunday School room. This is all handmade from paper and card. 
Thank you Mary for using your amazing creative skills in making such a 
lovely reading corner for our kids!  Can you spy the wee owl who has 
made it his new home?  

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
We are starting up again! On 

Saturday 29th June, we will 

once again be hosting the 

Men’s Breakfast. Please come 

and join us if you are free.  

This will be at Mountainside starting at 

8.30am. Details of upcoming dates 

thereafter will be in the bulletin.  

Any questions, please contact Pastor Nich. 
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Deadline for articles for the  

August/September 2019 issue of  

‘Mountainside Rumblings’ is  

TUESDAY 30th July 2019. 

Don’t forget that you have 3 options for receiving this 
newsletter—a printed copy available in the foyer of 
Mountainside Lutheran Church, we can post you a 
copy if you let us know your address, or we can email a 
copy in PDF format which you can enjoy in full colour!!  
Just contact the office and we will organise it for you.  
And please remember to let us know if your contact 
details change so we can alter our records accordingly.   

Thanks very much. 

PRAYER POINTS 
In your prayers this month, please 
pray for the following: 

We pray ... 
 For our Pastors, our ministry programmes, our 

meetings and ongoing work within our church 

as we move forward in faith.  

 For those who are grieving the loss of loved 

ones at this time. 

 For the members of our Parish Council, Elders 

and all who serve our parish through our 

various ministries. 

 For the churches & volunteers involved with 

the Mt Wellington Foodbank and all who work 

with those in need. 

 For all who are sick or suffering at this time— 

may God give them strength and his healing 

comfort. 

 For the Convention of Synod of the LCNZ in 

Hamilton, and the fruit that it will bear in the 

coming weeks and months ahead. 

 For our small group ministry leaders and the 

participants as they continue to meet regularly 

to study God’s word and grow in their faith. 

 For all new members joining our Mountainside 

Family on our journey together. 

 For the young people who will soon be 

beginning confirmation classes with Pastor 

Nich. 

Samuel Kitchen (3rd) Nich Kitchen (9th) 

Molly Neal (9th) Maurice Heidrich (10th)

Jennifer Jala (12th)  

Annette Nielsen-Geese (20th) 

Karen Rasmussen (22nd) Manita Beatty (25th) 

Tanya Sutton (25th)  

Tevita & Saimone Ongoongo (30th) 

Wedding Anniversary Congratulations to: 
Bernard & Sandra Naish 6 years on the 15th 

 

‘Happy Birthday’ and Best Wishes to the following 

people celebrating birthdays in July: 

Sandra Naish (1st) Joshua Armstrong (3rd) 

Jeff McClintock (5th) Jenny Lindstrom (6th) 

Amberlee Jones (11th) Kathryn Skadiang (12th)

Michael Meharg (15th) Margaret Ross (20th) 

Nina Girard de Soucanton (23rd) 

Zachary Hewett (25th) Bjorn Geese (27th) 

Mari Doss (27th) Ofa Ongoongo (29th) 

Jorgen Holgersen (30th) Ellie Skudder (30th) 

 

‘Happy Birthday’ and 

Best Wishes to the fol-

lowing people celebrating 

birthdays in June: 

&


