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FAITH AT HOME 

of our young people to others. If we do, there will 
be terrible consequences. 

 When it comes to faith formation, it must begin 
in the home, not firstly the church, or the school, or 
any other institution for that matter, but in the 
home. Effective Christian formation of our young 
involves the family. Luther understood this well.  
The Small Catechism which he authored, places 
the family, and in particular the head of the house, 
at the front and centre of the Christian formation of 
children. 

At the beginning of each chief part of the 
catechism, Luther makes an extremely insightful 
statement. He provides the name of the chief part 
and then says, “…in the plain form in which the 
head of the family shall teach them to his 
household”. His expectation was that the head of 
the family would be teaching these things at home. 

Perhaps this comes as a shock to you? We 
often think of children learning the faith at church, 
after all, that’s why we have Sunday Schools, isn’t 
it? Well, no! As an aside it is important to realize 
that Sunday Schools were originally literally 
schools. Begun in Britain in the 1780s, the Sunday 
school movement provided a place where poor 
children could learn to read. It kept them off the 
street and gave them a chance at a better life, but 
their original intent had nothing to do with Christian 
formation. These days, many Christian parents see 
it very differently. They have sadly abdicated their 
responsibility to educate their children in the faith 
(especially fathers), and they instead see it as the 
job of the church or Christian school to educate 
their children in the faith. … continued page 2 ... 

I  am increasingly disillusioned with what our 
secular education system has to offer. Not only 
is there, in many schools, a toxic peer group 

culture that erodes the faith of our young people, 
but many of our schools have also become as 
Dreher contends, “front line advocates for many of 
the latest and worst trends in popular 
culture” (p.156). 

If things were tough in our time, then these days, 
they are even more so for our children. Who among 
us adults could ever have envisaged a time in 
school when sex education actively promoted the 
ideology of the LGBT community, or a time when 
we’d be having a discussion about what toilets 
transgender kids could use? Who of us could ever 
have imagined a time when our children would 
routinely come home from a day at school and 
nonchalantly tell us that, “so and so is gay…or on 
drugs…or pregnant?” 

Today we parents inhabit a very different world 
to the one we grew up in. It is a world where 
traditional Christian and family values are under 
increasing attack. As a Christian parent with 
teenagers, this reinforces to me that if our children 
are to have a robust faith into the future, one that 
equips them for life in a post-Christian world, then 
the education of our children, in terms of their 
Christian formation, must begin at home. As 
parents we have to take on the primary 
responsibility of inculcating our young people with 
values and morals that reflect a Christian and 
biblical world-view. I say this, (and firmly believe it), 
because we do not live in a morally neutral society, 
and so we cannot and must not leave the education 

“The insidious forces of secular  
liberalism are…robbing us and  future 
generations of our religious beliefs, 
moral values, and cultural memory, and 
making us pawns of forces beyond our 
control”  
(Dreher in The Benedict Option”, p.145) 

“Education has to be at the core of 
Christian survival…”  
(Dreher quoting Michael Hanby, JP11 
Institute, p.145) 
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(… continued from page 1) 

This is not to say the church does not have a role 
to play in Christian formation. After all, we all learn 
the faith from somewhere. And if we take seriously 
our Lord’s third commandment to “gladly hear and 
learn the Word of God” (SC), then clearly this 
means we parents need to spend some time in 
Church. But whatever is learned in church must be 
reiterated and reinforced in the home. And this was 
to be done, traditionally at least, by the head of the 
household. 

Now of course today, the family structure in 
many instances, is very different. The “nuclear 
family” as typical is a thing of the past. But notice, 
Luther did not say “the man of the house” should 
do the teaching. Historically, while it was the man 
who did the teaching, Luther also knew that there 
were many circumstances that might lead to the 
father’s absence. In light of this he called the head 
of the household to do this crucial work—no matter 
who it is—to do the teaching. 

When it comes to fathers though, it is sad to say 
that many have dropped the ball in terms of their 
responsibility to teach their children the faith. They 
seem to regard parenting and education as 
primarily the mother’s role, a feminine role, and 
their role as simply to provide for the family—to put 
it bluntly…to bring home the pay packet! Women 

are seen as the nurturers and comforters, and 
fathers as the providers, the hunters and gatherers. 
This is despite the fact, and there is lots of 
research to support this, that children are more 
likely to attend church regularly and have faith into 
the future as adults, if they have had both a mother 
and a father teaching them the faith at home and 
together attending worship with them. 

So, teach the faith at home. As Luther urges us 
to do in his Table of Duties, “…fathers [and 
mothers] bring [your children] up in the discipline 
and instruction of the Lord” (Eph 6:4). That is my 
encouragement for all you mums and dads. It is 
vital for your child’s future that it may go well for 
them. For only God’s love and his Word can bring 
your children the wisdom to deal with the 
challenges of life. Only his forgiveness can restore 
those who have shunned his desires for them. And 
only as your children learn to follow Jesus and trust 
in his pathway, will they find their way home. 

“Train up a child in the way he should go; even 
when he is old he will not depart from it.”   

(Proverbs 22:6) 

 “But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to 
you, then choose for yourselves this day whom 

you will serve… But as for me and my 
household, we will serve the Lord.”  

(Joshua 24:15) 
Pastor Joe 

Announcing Mountainside’s Annual 

Longest Lutheran Lunch 
 
     This year we continue …  

On Sunday 5th November 2017 we will each bring a 
packed lunch, to be given to the Auckland City 
Mission [Luke 14:12] 

We will with joy, and with thankful hearts give a 
tasty lunch to someone who needs it. 
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Luther’s Walk on Sunday 17
th

 September took us first to 

the doors of the Wittenberg castle church, where we were confronted 

by an insistent person offering to sell us indulgences for any number of 

sins - past, present or future. On the doors were nailed Luther’s 95 

statements of faith, and we were challenged to think about what we 

stand for in our faith today. 

 

Continuing the walk, we stopped at the 

Translation Station and reflected on how 

precious it is to own and read a Bible in our 

own language. At the Printing Press we 

learned how the invention of the printing 

press in 1440 enabled the spread of 

Luther’s writings. 

 

Moving on to Katie’s Corner, we met Martin’s beloved wife 

Katie – Katharina von Bora – and learned of the legacy she left 

to the church. In Luther’s Lounge we viewed a pictorial history 

of the Reformation, and the Prayer Room gave a quiet space to 

pray and meditate. The Kids’ Corner provided a play space for 

the children. 

 

A Reformation Lead-light 

window in the foyer highlighted the three founding principles of 

the Reformation; that we are saved by 

grace alone, through faith alone, in 

Christ alone. At a craft table we could 

make our own Luther’s Rose, the seal 

designed by Martin Luther.  The Art 

Space Reformation Triptych invited 

the artists to think about the impact of 

the Reformation, past, present and future.  

 

Before the walk we had been nourished by a 

simple meal of tasty soup and bread, followed 

by a celebratory chocolate cake.

The afternoon’s “walk” was relaxed, 

informative, thought-provoking and a pleasure to take part in.  Through 

these Reformation 500 experiences we continue to learn more, and be 

amazed at the life, work and influence of Martin Luther. 

Visse Hopley 
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Cathedral Parking Instructions 
$4 Parking is available at WILSON’S HOBSON STEET CAR PARK (old Farmers) and $2 Parking is available at 

WILSON’S DURHAM LANE CAR PARK. 
Your ticket must be validated in the Cathedral before returning to Wilson’s. The validator is at the left as you 

enter the main doors of the Cathedral. As soon as the light turns red withdraw your card.  
When you return to Wilson’s go to the payment machine.  
It helps to have two dollar coins ready for payment to exit.  

Dear members and friends of Mountainside Lutheran Church,  
With a firm commitment to ecumenical relationship 

The Catholic Bishop of Auckland, Most Rev Patrick Dunn and 
The Assistant Bishop of the Lutheran Church of NZ, Rev Jim Pietsch invite you to the 

Lutheran Church 
of New Zealand  

Catholic Diocese 
of Auckland  
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Ecumenical Worship in the Cathedral  

of St Patrick and St Joseph 

~ a Pastoral Letter 

Dear members and friends of Mountainside, 

What are we to make of this Reformation 500 

year and all the commemorations that go along 

with it? What are we to make of the cooperation 

and good will that is on show between Catholics 

and Lutherans, and those of other Christian 

denominations, as they invite each other to 

attend their various Reformation events they are 

hosting, and even to worship together? 

On Tuesday, the 31
st

 of October, 

Mountainside’s years’ worth of commemorative 

activity will culminate with an ecumenical 

worship service in the Cathedral of St Patrick 

and St Joseph, here in 

Auckland. This is a 

commemoration service 

initiated by the Catholic 

Church and that we 

Lutherans have been 

invited to attend and 

participate in. This 

invitation has caused 

some anxiety and 

concern amongst both 

C a t h o l i c s  a n d 

Lutherans. 

Some Lutherans fear 

that we are giving a 

wrong impression of 

how close we are 

doctrinally to the 

Catholic church, and 

that by worshipping 

together  we are 

expressing a unity where there is no such unity. 

They are uncomfortable worshipping in the 

Cathedral and would rather the service be held 

elsewhere, if at all. Some Catholics, on the other 

hand, are either a bit bemused by it all, or 

slightly “embarrassed” that our church history is 

being dragged up again, and they would rather 

get on with their church life. 

What are we then to make of it all, and how 

can we worship as the “one holy, catholic and 

apostolic church” that we confess, without 

having a troubled conscience about it? 

The first thing I would say is that it is okay to 

be a little cautious about worshipping together 

with our Catholic brothers and sisters. What 

happened 500 years ago was a long time ago, 

but differences do remain, and we all have long 

memories. It is therefore important that we be 

honest in any ecumenical engagement and 

avoid giving false impressions of unity.  

But these factors alone should not stop us 

from going on a journey together, even if there 

is still some distance to go before we reach our 

destination. Whilst it is true that there remain 

significant doctrinal differences between the 

Catholic Church and the Lutheran Church, it is, 

however, also true to say that we have reached 

a level of agreement in many areas. In over forty 

years of Lutheran-Catholic dialogue, there has 

been significant progress made in our 

understanding of what each of us “believe, 

teach and confess”. The result has seen an 

advance in ecumenical relations never before 

seen, and for that that we can and should thank 

God. 

And today this journey 

continues. We continue to 

hold conversations with 

our Catholic brothers and 

sisters. We continue to 

learn from each other and 

to seek to understand 

what the other is saying. 

We continue to explore 

ways to express the unity 

that is already ours “in 

Christ Jesus” knowing 

that, as one of my 

catholic friends said, 

“What unites us as 

Christians is infinitely 

greater than what divides 

us. And this is because 

what unites us is Christ 

himself, but what divides 

us is only our own fallible human 

interpretations”. 

So church unity is important and something 

that we should pray about and work together 

for. Indeed, in John chapter 17, Jesus himself 

prays for the unity of the church in his great 

high priestly prayer. He prays that “[we] may all 

be one”… “so that the world might believe that 

you have sent me” (John 17:21). Since Jesus 

prays, we too should and must pray. Our unity 

and expressions of unity are a great and 

powerful witness to the world. They are the fruit 

of our prayers, and with the Holy Spirit’s help 

they may also lead people to faith in Christ. 

So, while there are clearly things we cannot 

yet do together as Catholics and Lutherans, 

there are things we can do together, with 

honesty and integrity, in good faith and with 

good will shown towards those with whom we 

are not in full agreement with. 

… continued page 6 ... 
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… continued from page 5 ... 

And one of those things we can do together, God-

willing, and with a good conscience, is to attend and 

participate in the ecumenical service to be held in the 

Cathedral on Tuesday, the 31
st

 of October. This will not 

be an occasion to say what we cannot say, but to say 

what we can say. It will be an occasion to do what we 

are able to do, to thank God for the unity that we 

already have “in Christ”, to repent before God for the 

sins we have committed against each other, and to hear 

the Words of the Gospel which remind us all of what 

God in Christ has done and continues to do, for his one 

church. And of course, we will on this occasion pray 

together. For Jesus calls us to pray, and it is his prayer 

to remind you again, “that they may all be one, just as 

you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may 

be in us, so that the world may believe that you have 

sent me” (John 17:21). 

God’s peace and blessings be with you and with his 

church!      Pastor Joe 

NEW EMAIL ADDRESSES 
With the closure of Vodafone’s email service in November, we have had to create a new email address 
for our church.  The new email is: mside.lutheran@gmail.com  
Pastor Joe’s new work email is pastor.mside.lutheran@gmail.com 
Parish Council have also decided to create email addresses for the Chairperson, Treasurer and Secretary.  
These are: chair.mside.lutheran@gmail.com; treasurer.mside.lutheran@gmail.com and 
secretary.mside.lutheran@gmail.com respectively.   
Could you please update your contacts list with these new email addresses. 

Listen to Messages of Hope and invite others to do the same.  
Download or listen online at www.messagesofhope.org.nz  

1st October   Endless Love   (Pastor Noel Due) 
Do you feel like your future is looking bleak? When times are tough it’s hard to see the way ahead. 
Listen in as Noel tells the story of Geoff who struggled to survive in the Japanese prisoner of war 
camps and what helped to get him through. 

18th October  Smashing Plates – part 1 (Interview) 
Have you ever felt like smashing something? Overcoming feelings of anger, frustration, and 
helplessness can sometimes seem impossible. Listen in to hear one woman’s journey of healing from a 
childhood trauma. 

15th October  Smashing Plates – part 2  (Interview) 
Are you struggling to clear your mind of something from the past? Join us for the second part of this 
program where Chris shares one of the key things that helped free her from the trauma of her past. 

22nd October   Unexpected   (Interview) 
Have you ever experienced a sudden event which threw you for six and left you wondering why? Join us 
as we talk to Bishop John Henderson and try to make sense of why bad things happen. 

29th October  Good enough   (Pastor Richard Fox) 
Do you ever ask yourself “Am I good enough?” Trying to measure up to family and friends, your boss or 
even yourself can be difficult. Listen in to Richard as he shares some good news for those of us who 
never quite feel we are good enough. 

http://www.messagesofhope.org.nz


OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2017 Page 7 

Congratulations to Miika & Milja 

Hannula on the birth of their daughter 

Minea Elsa Maria Hannula 

on 23rd August 2017 

Lowri Carter Morris  

(daughter of Hayden & Rhiannon Morris) was welcomed into 

God’s Kingdom and our Mountainside Church family through 

the miracle of Holy Baptism on Sunday 10th September. 

On Sunday 20th August 
2017 seven of our young 
people were welcomed to 
the Lord’s table.   

They are L—R: Stella Hewett, Jovitah 
Armstrong, Ofa Ongoongo, Alex Kummerow, 
Nick Kummerow, Ruth Gerson, Christian 
Gerson. 

Mountainside Moments...  

Congratulations to Tabitha Meharg and Kelsey Fagan 

on their marriage held on Saturday 16th September 

2017 at Simunovich Olive Estate.  
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‘Return to Paradise’ 
We had only days to soak up the sun of this still mainly 
Christian island country!  Yes, you guessed it, our Pacific 
neighbour to the north, Samoa.  It was a delight to spend 
five days in this charming pacific paradise.  “Return to 
Paradise” was the name of the luxury resort we stayed 
at.  The second world war film with Gary Cooper and 
Rock Hudson was filmed on the beach where the resort 
is now.  The name of the film, you guessed it, was 
“Return to Paradise”- made in 1953. 

The Samoans are a friendly, hospitable and warm people 
reflecting their diverse Christian culture.  We had the 
privilege to experience this in many ways, from the staff 
at the resort with their song and dance presentations, 
often with Christian hymns and songs. 

The climax for us was to join the locals in  a combined 
Congregational  worship service of about 400 people, all 
dressed in white, with white hats for all the ladies.  The 
resort made available a mini bus with driver to take us to 
the lovely large church in the village of Faimafili on the 
south coast of the island. 

Even though the service was in the Samoan language we 
appreciated the wonderful songs of praise by the choirs 
and the congregation.  Communion was served by the 
elders, passing the bread and juice along the aisles of 
worshippers.  It was a very different, but uplifting 
experience.  All in all it was a wonderful five days away 
from our kiwi routine. 

Fay Visini 

Dutch Spice Cake  (Ontbijtkoek) 
by Sue Samsom 

INGREDIENTS: 
2 cups self-raising flour 
½ cup dark brown sugar (demerara sugar) 
1/3 cup molasses or treacle 
1 cup milk 
1 teaspoon each ground cloves, cinnamon and ginger 

½ teaspoon grated nutmeg 
pinch of salt  

Combine all the ingredients to a smooth paste.  Butter an oblong 8” x 3” cake tin, fill with 
dough and bake for about one hour in a slow oven (300 degrees F or 150 degrees C).  When 
cooked, allow to cool and keep in a tin or in the bread-bin for 24 hours before serving. 

This cake keeps moist when out in the bread-bin with the bread.  The Dutch serve it with 
their “elevenses”, buttered or on a slice of bread for breakfast. 

* Sue sometimes adds a bit of sugared ginger and sugared orange peel.  Elevenses is a short 
break taken at around 11 am to consume a drink or snack of some sort. 
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Deadline for articles for the  

December 2017/January 2018 issue of 

‘Mountainside Rumblings’ is  

TUESDAY 21st NOVEMBER 2017. 

Don’t forget that you have 3 options for receiving 
this newsletter—a printed copy available in the 
foyer of Mountainside Lutheran Church, we can 
post you a copy if you let us know your address, or 
we can email a copy in PDF format which you can 
enjoy in full colour!!  Just contact Kathy and she 
will organise it for you.  And please remember to 
let us know if your contact details change so we 
can alter our records accordingly.   

Thanks very much. 

PRAYER POINTS 
In your prayers this month, please 
pray for the following: 

We pray ... 
 For people in need of hope that their ears are 

opened to receive the good news of Jesus 

Christ and believe in him. 

 For all those who have been affected by the 

devastating force of Hurricane Irma.  Give 

them strength and protection as they begin the 

task of rebuilding their communities. 

 For the millions of people affected by the 

recent flooding in India, Nepal & Bangladesh; 

as well as the earthquakes in Mexico. 

 Lord, be with all the emergency personnel and 

aid personnel agencies as they work to provide 

necessary supplies and medical treatment to 

all those in need. 

 For the churches involved in running the Mt. 

Wellington Foodbank that they may continue 

to meet the needs of those who are struggling 

to feed their families. 

 For all the children and volunteers involved 

with Botany Lutheran Church’s ‘Mega Makers’ 

Holiday Bible Adventure. 

 For the unity of the church in this year of 

commemoration for 500 years of the 

Reformation. 

 For all who are sick or suffering at this time— 

may God give them strength and his healing 

comfort. 

‘Happy Birthday’ and 

Best Wishes to the 

following people 

celebrating birthdays in 

October: 

Julie Routley (1st) Sonya Tippett (3rd) 
Malcolm Court (5th) Rawlin Walker (9th) 
Hayden Morris (12th) Kathy Kirtlan (16th) 
Jovitah Mathews (16th) Eva Lever (17th)  
Jacob Quax (28th) Heyab Solomon (28th) 
Christian Gerson (30th) Jean Cuff (31st) 
Ray Meharg (31st) Kate Neal (31st) 

Sue Samsom (1st) Kevin Reeve (2nd) 

Albert Vallès (7th) 
Pippa Girard de Soucanton (8th) 
Aase Hansen (9th) Anneliese Lindstrom (17th) 
Nick Hewett (17th) Soren Geese (24th) 

Wedding Anniversary Congratulations to: 
Arild and Aase Hansen 66 years on the 9th 
Fredric and Mari Doss 18 years on the 12th 
Keith and Ingrid Phyn 38 years on the 24th 
Kevin and Kathy Kirtlan 26 years on the 30th 

‘Happy Birthday’ and Best Wishes to the following 

people celebrating birthdays in November: 

Reformation 500 Posters 

Check out the changing display of Reformation 

posters during 2017 in the foyer at Mountainside.   

The posters bring the history of the Reformation to 

life. 

There are 7 Themes—each theme has 4 posters. 

One poster from each theme will be enlarged, but 

the others are displayed also.  If the text is a bit 

small there is a QR code on each poster—instant 

smartphone accessibility! 

The posters have been produced by the German 

government and are also available online.  

Delving Deeper…the website contains loads more 

information and graphics, for example 20 objects up 

close in 3D to discover and print.  http://here-i-

stand.com/en/ 

Also check out the 'Reformation 500' noticeboard at 

Mountainside—picture displays, event notices and 

articles of interest. 


