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A Church Community That is Hospitable 

B y the time this edition of the Rumblings is 
printed, Julie the boys and I will have been 
here at Mountainside for just over two 

months (doesn’t time fly!). One of the things that 
have impressed me, in my short time here, is the 
openness and willingness of people here to invite 
us into their homes over a meal. Not only this, 
but the willingness to go the extra mile and to 
take into account our families need for no gluten 
in food, this has communicated to us just how 
much the people of this congregation care. 

The hospitality of people in this congregation has 
played a significant role in our family being able 
to settle, it has helped us to feel welcome after 
moving from Australia.  

As I have been thinking about this I have been 
pondering on how important hospitality is to who 
we are as Christians. Two passages from God’s 
Word have stood out to and spoken to me.  

1 Peter 4: 8-9 “Above all, maintain constant love 
for one another, for love covers a multitude of 

sins. 9 Be hospitable to one another without 
complaining.” 

Romans 12:13 “Contribute to the needs of the 

saints; extend hospitality to strangers.” 

Living life as Christians, demonstrating the love 
of Jesus Christ to each other and also those who 
are not believers, requires that hospitality is 
important to us. In my early times here I have 
certainly been on the end of some very good 
Christian hospitality that has made a significant 
impact on our settling into this congregation. This 
I am very thankful to God for. But hospitality is 
not just about the pastor and his family.   

I have noticed in my short time here at 
Mountainside, that we have had a number of 
people who visit to worship with us on a Sunday. 
I have been amazed at the different people who 
have visited, from all over the world, as well as 
people who have come from the Auckland area. 
As I thought about them, it got me thinking. Often 
in our culture, we see hospitality as something 
that is done by individuals. For example, one 

family invites another family to their homes for a 
meal, which is very good and needed. But in the 
two readings above where being hospitable is 
spoken of, it’s God’s Word given to the church 
as a whole. It is God’s Word given to the 
Christian community.  

So how do we as a congregation, be hospitable, 
to those God brings to Mountainside. One of the 
things that stands out to me is that in our homes, 
we invite conversations with our guests. We 
don't invite someone to join us, and then leave 
them on their own while we talk to our family 
members. No, we want to get to know our 
guests. As a congregation, I would encourage us 
to think this way about people who visit with us. 
Learning about the people who come, taking an 
interest in them. In a congregation like ours, it is 
tempting to only speak to the people we know 
and perhaps are familiar with, which can mean 
that visitors may not feel as welcome as they 
could. 

Being hospitable means that we invite others to 
join us. As people, from our individualistic 
culture, we don’t usually start talking to others 
we don’t know, we tend to wait for someone to 
approach us. But this is where being hospitable, 
means intentionally speaking to people, inviting 
them to connect with us and other people here. 
This can even be people who only come 
occasionally, who we don’t see often. 
Intentionally speaking to them when they do join 
us, can communicate a great deal to them. 

Being hospitable as a Christian community 
means that we go out of our way to make people 
welcome. This can often be very practical, 
something as simple as sitting next to them in 
worship, checking if they know how Holy 
Communion goes (each congregation does 
things differently, often visitors are anxious 
about doing the right thing in a congregation 
they have not been in). Personally invite them to 
stay and have a coffee after the service, rather 
than leaving them to find their own way. It is 
easy to walk into our congregation and walk out 
on a Sunday without speaking to anyone.   
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Being hospitable as a church community is a 
concrete way that we show Christian love to 
others. But it is not something that we naturally 
do, which is why God's word encourages us to 
do it, and why we need to be reminded of how 
important hospitality is to who we are as 
Christians. It is also a vital characteristic, of a 
congregation that wants to reach out to others. 
When people join us for worship, do they feel 
welcome?  

When I think about hospitality and Jesus, I think 
about the account of Zacchaeus. Jesus comes 
to the city of Jericho, and while he is there 
Zacchaeus hears about his being there and 
wants to come and see and hear him. So he 
climbs a tree so he can see, showing how 
committed he is to see Jesus. Jesus comes to 
the tree and says; “Zacchaeus, hurry and come 
down; for I must stay at your house today.” 6 So 
he hurried down and was happy to welcome 
him…” (Luke 19: 5-6). Jesus did not just speak 
the Gospel to Zacchaeus, in some detached 

Kin Fon 

On the 4th September, Kin joined our Lord  

in heaven, at the age of 80   

 and was farewelled at a service held on 

12th September at Mountainside. 

Our sincere condolences to the family and  

friends of Kin. 

kind of way, no he went to his house, and he 
was welcomed. Of course, Zacchaeus then 
heard the Gospel and became a follower of 
Jesus. This happened because Jesus reached 
out to Zacchaeus and intentionally invited him 
into a conversation. Invited him into a 
relationship with him.   

People coming into our church are coming to 
see Jesus and as his followers, it is important 
that we welcome them, by being intentionally 
hospitable. 

As someone who has experienced 
Mountainside’s hospitality, and who can see how 
God is using you to welcome me and my family 
here into this fantastic community, can I 
encourage you to extend this great gift that you 
have, to others whom God brings amongst us? 
So that they too feel as welcome as I have. 

 

Pastor Nich 

 
Do you want to be Inspired and Empowered?  
 
Refresh 2018 is not to be missed! 
 
WHEN: Now  
WHO: You – Me – ALL of US … in this TOGETHER  
 
Sharing the gospel is not everyone’s cup of tea…  
Many factors work against it.  
These factors deprive God’s children of one of the greatest fulfilments and joys in the Christian life, 
and, at the same time, weaken the Church from being an outreaching community…  
 
Come and be inspired and empowered to reclaim this God-given authority and power to proclaim the  
gospel of Jesus Christ.  
 
Mountainside Lutheran Church, Auckland Saturday 13th October (9.30am-3.30pm)  
St Lukes Lutheran Church, Palmerston North Saturday 27th October (9.30am-3.30pm)  
 
For registration forms, contact Jenna Hewett (mside.lutheran@gmail.com)  
Forms must be received by LCNZ District Office by 30th September: admin@lutheran.org.nz  
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Announcing Mountainside’s Annual 

Longest Lutheran Lunch 
This year we continue …  

 
On Sunday 4th November 2018 we will each 

bring a packed lunch, to be given to the 
Auckland City Mission [Luke 14:12] 

 
We will with joy, and with thankful hearts 

give a tasty lunch to someone who needs it. 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Listen to Messages of Hope and invite others to do the same. 
Download or listen online at www.messagesofhope.org.au, (www.messagesofhope.org.nz for New Zea-
land audiences). 
 
 
7

th
 October  Not Good Enough   (Interview) 

Do you ever feel like you’re not good enough? Listen this week as Celia chats with Sarah about the challeng-
es she’s faced to feel truly loved and accepted 
 
14

th
 October Who Am I?   (Pastor Richard Fox) 

Who am I? Have you ever asked yourself who you are and what you are doing here? It can be difficult to an-
swer. This week Richard shares some of the answers he has found which have given him peace with who he 
is.  
 
21

st
 October A Farmer’s Life    (Interview) 

Many farmers around Australia are experiencing a tough time because of the drought. Listen this week as 
Richard talks with Tim about where he finds hope in the tough times. 
 
28

th
 October  Hope in the Desert   (Pastor Noel Due) 

Have you ever broken down in the middle of nowhere and all alone? Noel Due shares the true story 
of a friend who broke down in the desert and how the experience changed her life. 
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Deadline for articles for the December 2018/

January 2019 issue of ‘Mountainside 

Rumblings’ is TUESDAY 27th 

NOVEMBER 2018. 

Don’t forget that you have 3 options for receiving 
this newsletter—a printed copy available in the 
foyer of Mountainside Lutheran Church, we can 
post you a copy if you let us know your address, or 
we can email a copy in PDF format which you can 
enjoy in full colour!!  Just contact the office and we 
will organise it for you.  And please remember to 
let us know if your contact details change so we 
can alter our records accordingly.   

Thanks very much. 

PRAYER POINTS 
In your prayers this month, please 
pray for the following: 

We pray ... 
 For media outlets to be open to sharing Jesus’ 

message of hope to their listeners. 

 For family mourning the loss of Kin Fon, who 

passed away in September. 

 For the members of our Parish Council, Elders 

and all who serve our parish through our 

various ministries. 

 For the churches & volunteers involved with 

the Mt Wellington Foodbank and all who work 

with those in need. 

 For all who are sick or suffering at this time— 

may God give them strength and his healing 

comfort. 

 For all children and teachers to have rest and 

refreshment during the holidays before the 

final term of the school year. 

 For all the children and helpers who are part 

of the school holiday activities we are running 

these October holidays. 

 For the Pastors, delegates and attendees of 

the upcoming October Synod. 

 For Refresh 2018, the knowledge, sharing 

and growth it will produce within us and our 

church/community. 

Julie Routley (1st) Sonya Tippett (3rd) 
Malcolm Court (5th) Rawlin Walker (9th) 
Hayden Morris (12th) Tevita Masima (13th) 
Kathy Kirtlan (16th) Jovitah Mathews (16th)
Eva Lever (17th) John Choo (17th) 
Jacob Quax (28th) Heyab Solomon (28th)
Christian Gerson (30th) Jean Cuff (31st)  
Ray Meharg (31st) Kate Neal (31st) 
Aiolani Fifita (31st) 

‘Happy Birthday’ and Best Wishes to the following 

people celebrating birthdays in November: 

Sue Samsom (1st) Kevin Reeve (2nd) 

Albert Vallès (7th) Betty Robson (8th) 

Pippa Girard de Soucanton (8th) 

Aase Hansen (9th) Anneliese Lindstrom(17th) 

Nick Hewett (17th) Stuart Neal (19th) 

Soren Geese (24th)  

‘Happy Birthday’ and 

Best Wishes to the fol-

lowing people celebrating 

birthdays in October: 

Wedding Anniversary Congratulations to: 
Arild and Aase Hansen 67 years on the 9th 
Fredric and Mari Doss 19 years on the 12th 
Keith and Ingrid Phyn 39 years on the 24th 
Kevin and Kathy Kirtlan 27 years on the 30th 

Save the date!  

Sunday 2nd December   

Advent Meditative Service 

followed by Mountainside 

Women’s fundraising supper  

(coffee & cake). 

All Welcome!  

(more details to come) 


