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Celebrating Our Seniors 

~ A grey head is a crown of glory; It is found in the way of righteousness.  

(Proverbs 16:31) 

rule in action. 
Sadly though, many people in our society look 

down on the elderly. Old age is seen as an 
incurable disease. We fight against getting old, and 
we don’t want to be reminded of what time can do 
to us. So the elderly person can be made to feel 
useless, a burden to their family and their 
community. 

Another alternative view finds beauty in getting 
old. It sees the elderly as worth dignity and 
respect. As one writer puts it, the elderly are 
“giants of the forest, wise, full of experience, 
worthy of our praise and adoration”. This is the 
view the Bible holds on getting old and the elderly. 

In Proverbs 23:22, Solomon exhorts his son to, 
"Listen to your father who gave you life, and do not 
despise your mother when she is old". In the story 
of Job, we find that Elihu the younger of Job's 
friends waited until the older men had spoken to 
Job. He also treated his communication to Job with 
admiration and respect, since Job was his elder. In 
Exodus 20:12 we find the commandment – 
“Honour your father and mother, that your days 
may be long in the land which the Lord your God 
gives you”. In Mark 7:10-12, we find Jesus saying, 
"He who speaks evil of his father and mother, let 
him surely die." He goes on to say that the 
Pharisees had made void the law of God by their 
disgraceful treatment of the elderly.  

… continued on page 2 … 

W 
e love our elderly members! Here at 
Mountainside, we consider them one of our 

greatest treasures. They are an integral part of our 
history, and they are our history! But more than 
this, they have meaning for us today. If it weren’t 
for our elderly members, Mountainside would not 
be the congregation that it currently is. Our elderly 
members, still today, faithfully worship and serve 
our Lord, and continue to be a source of great 
blessing and encouragement to us all. They make 
incredible contributions to our church community, in 
all sorts of ways, and they challenge that common 
myth about the elderly that says, as soon as you 
get older, you become less useful or able to 
contribute in meaningful and important ways. 

Just think about the ways our elderly contribute 
to life here at Mountainside. They’re involved on a 
Sunday morning, participating in worship. We have 
elderly musicians, and elderly people doing the 
sound. Our elderly members help in administration 
by counting the offering. They serve us with their 
hospitality, making cups of tea and coffee or 
providing food. And they encourage us with their 
kind words and wisdom, their support, and their joy 
in worship. I’m sure you can think of lots of other 
ways our elderly people are a blessing to us! So it 
makes sense that we honour our elderly people, 
that we show them our care and concern, our love 
and respect. How we treat them is how we should 
all want to be treated ourselves.  It is the golden 
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… continued from page 1 … 

Nature herself teaches us that the elderly 
demand dignity and honour. The older the kauri 
tree, the more majestic. The older wines and 
cheeses are, the more they are praised and 
honoured for taste. Should this not also be true of, 
and give us some clues about, how we are to see 
and treat our elderly, the older they get?  

The older I get, the more I’m convinced that our 
young people miss one of the greatest 
opportunities available when they do not get to 
know the elderly and associate with them. All too 
soon these towering pillars of faith and wisdom will 
pass from our midst and the loss will be 
tremendous. 

As a church we need to understand that getting 
old does not mean becoming useless. Just 
because you might retire from paid work, it doesn’t 
mean you retire from life! I was reminded of this at 
a recent retirement seminar I attended. (Not that 
I’m ready to retire!) One of our speakers, Steve 
Farrelly, told his predominately elderly audience 
that “God honours movement…that the elderly 
have a purpose…” Ultimately it’s only God who 
retires us from life, and then his retirement plan 
means life…life forever!” In the meantime, as we 
care for our elderly, we should always be looking 
for meaningful ways for them to contribute to the 
life and work of the church. We might be surprised 
at what they can do, and how they can be a 
blessing to us and to each other! 

It’s also important that we allow the elderly to 
share their life with us. Some of the greatest 
lessons I’ve learned about life, I have learned from 
the elderly…from their stories, and from their 
experience. I had an uncle, he’s since died, who 
taught me some wonderful lessons on living. He 
was full of humour, wisdom, and was a strong man 
of faith in God. I’m also reminded of Timothy as he 
learned from the Apostle Paul, an old warrior 
instructing the new recruit. Had Timothy not 
allowed Paul to share his life with him, the church 
might have been hurt, even destroyed where 
Timothy was concerned. 

Growing old is not a disease or a woe to 
humanity. It is a privilege allowed by God. It is an 
opportunity to be useful and productive a little 
longer in the service of our family and of our God. 
Becoming elderly is a truly beautiful thing; a 
blessing for the person and for those who are 
blessed through them. 

In recognition and honour of elderly people, the 
United Nations has designated October the 1st as 
the International Day of The Older Person. 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon says, "Older 
persons make wide-ranging contributions to 
economic and social development. However, 
discrimination and social exclusion persist. We 
must overcome this bias in order to ensure a 
socially and economically active, secure and 
healthy ageing population." 

I like that word active. Elderly people can still be 
active and here at Mountainside they still are. So at 
worship on October the 4th, particular mention will 
be made of the elderly. We will give them a special 
blessing and pray for them. We will thank God for 
what they mean to us, and we will ask God to 
continue to bless us through them. 

Pastor Joe 

Please join us on  

Sunday 29th November at 7 pm 

for a brief  

Advent Meditative Service 

followed by Mountainside 

Women’s fundraising supper  

($5 for coffee & cake). 

All Welcome! 

On Sunday 30th August 2015 Emily Kummerow and Heyab Solomon 

received their First Communion. 
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Evangelism Training With Dean Eaton 
Venue: Mountainside Lutheran Church, 1 Harris Rd, Mt Wellington, Auckland  

How do we successfully share the Gospel with people in a way that has biblical integrity, sensitivity 
and will ensure that we see them added to our Congregations?  
NEW Evangelism is a series of six two-hour workshops for all Christians and presents practical 
biblical steps without resorting to novel techniques.  
The trainer for this event is Dean Eaton, the Lutheran Church of Australia and New Zealand’s 
Church Planting Mentor and Mission Facilitator. Evangelism is his primary gift and passion. Dean 
has participated with Christ in planting twenty-one new Congregations in both rural and urban 
settings in Australia and Japan. Dean is the former Principal and Head of Ministry, Mission and 
Culture at Tabor Adelaide.  
This is a free event sponsored by the Lutheran Church of Australia and New Zealand’s Board for 
Local Mission and open to all. The first one of the six workshops is on 

NEW Evangelism ONE   

Friday 9
th

 October 7 pm – 9 pm 

Saturday 10
th

 October 9 am – 4 pm 

Please register your interest in attending at: lcnz.auckland@clear.net.nz or phone the Mountainside 
Lutheran Church office on (09) 579 4490. 

For Friday evening’s session there will be a welcoming glass of wine and cheese available from 
6.45 pm. At our session on Saturday, morning and afternoon teas, as well as lunch will be provided. 
You are invited to contribute a koha to help cover costs. 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Listen to FACE TO FACE and invite others to do the same. Download or listen online at  
www.facetoface.org.au, including on your mobile internet devices. 

4
th
 October  God goes before us (Interview) 

“I used to be able to walk into a room and engage with anybody, now I walk into a room and I don't 
want to engage with anybody.” We continue our interview with Ann who has early onset Dementia. We talk 
about the struggles to communicate and be understood, and how Ann and her husband Timothy approach the 
future, knowing the disease will worsen as time passes. 

11
th
 October  Freedom (Pastor Richard Fox) 

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to be truly free? You may have heard of people being rescued 
from mines, or hostages set free. But what about living in the freedom from things like guilt and fear? 

18
th
 October  Being carried (Pastor Noel Due) 

“Trust is nothing other than resting back, letting someone else take the strain. It’s not trying to carry 
yourself, it’s being carried.” Noel Due reflects on the sense of security he had as a child, being carried in 
the arms of his dad. Do you remember a time when you could trust someone enough to relax in their arms. 

25
th
 October  Leg Less (Interview) 

“I love going for walks but when I walked down to the beachfront that morning I had no idea that I was 
going to lose my legs.” How would you cope if you suddenly lost both your legs? Dean talks about his near 
death encounter with the flesh eating infection Necrotizing Fasciitis (Fash-ee-itis). After almost 3 months in a 
coma he survived to discover that both his legs had been amputated. How is he coping 3 years on? 

Like, share or make a comment on Facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/facetofaceradio 
www.facebook.com/lutheranmediaministry 
www.facebook.com/happyland4kids 

http://www.facetoface.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/facetofaceradio
http://www.facebook.com/lutheranmediaministry
http://www.facebook.com/happyland4kids
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Fellowship 
News 

Upcoming Fellowship Events: 

Come along to the car boot sale on 

the first Saturday of the next three months, and 

pop in to the cafe for some delicious home baking 

(we have containers for take-aways), and hot 

coffee or tea. Proceeds go to the Mission and 

Ministry of Mountainside. 

We had a very friendly and food-filled evening on 

Saturday 19th September at our pot-luck dinner 

focusing on the small groups of our church. We 

shared food and fellowship, conversation and 

singing. We heard what is happening in each 

group, and each speaker issued an invitation for 

more people to join their happy group. Why not 

check one out. You'd be very welcome. 

Our next parish event is the "Longest Lutheran 

Lunch" on Sunday 25th October. Planning is still 

underway, but we will let you know how you can 

sign up to this annual event (and get well fed at 

the same time!) Put the date on your calendar. 

Organ Concert ~Martin Setchell 

Saturday 10th October, 7.30pm at St Columba 480 Ti Rakau Drive.  

Adults $20, students and children FREE.  

The Botany Charitable Trust is greatly privileged to to host this world-renowned organist who delights in 

making organ music entertaining and enjoyable. The Rodgers Infinifty three-manual organ at St Columba is 

the perfect instrument for him to demonstrate his wide range of skills.  

Background detail on Martin Setchell www.organist.co.nz.  For details on the organ see http://

rodgersinstruments.com/organ361.  The installation at St Columba is exceptional featuring over 20 

independent channels of sound. 

Saturday 3rd October, 

& Saturday 7th November  

9 am – noon   

(First Saturday of each month) 

Book a stall or come along for a bargain or a 

cuppa and slice from our café (proceeds go 

towards the Mission & Ministry of 

Mountainside). It’s also a great time to meet 

the local community around the church. 

Selling spots are from $10. If you would like 

to know more, or to book a spot, please 

contact the church office on  579 4490 or 

email lcnz.auckland@clear.net.nz. 

Book Group Dates: 
Thursday 22nd October , 

12th & 26th November. 
The venue for each meeting 

is yet to be decided.  
Contact Ingrid, 

ph 625 2436.  
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Location: Te Atatu South 

Leaders: Jan & Ray Meharg 

224 Te Atatu Road, Te Atatu South 

  (Beryl Morris’s home) 

Ph: 09 837 2424 

Email: meharg@paradise.net.nz 

Tuesdays, 7:30—9 pm (fortnightly) 

Location: Orewa 

Leader: Al Visini 

399 Hibiscus Coast Highway, Orewa 

Ph: 09 426 4424 

Email: al.visini.co.nz 

Mondays, 7—8.30 pm (fortnightly) 

Location: Hillsborough 

Leader: Neil Lindstrom 

311 Hillsborough Road, Hillsborough 

Ph: 09 625 7071 

Email: lindfam@paradise.net.nz 

Tuesdays, 7:30—9 pm (fortnightly) 

SMALL GROUP MINISTRY INFORMATION 

The following small groups are currently meeting and we would like to 

encourage all members to be involved in a small group in their local area. 

Please make contact with the group leaders if you would like more information. 

Location: Mt Wellington 

Leader: Kevin and Dori Reeve 

Mountainside Lutheran Church, 1 Harris Road,  

Mt Wellington 

Ph: 021 125 0157 

Email: kevinanddori@gmail.com 

Wednesdays, beginning with a shared meal at  

6.30 pm (please bring along some food to share 

(fortnightly) 

Location: Mt Wellington 

Leader: Pastor Joe 

Mountainside Lutheran Church, 1 Harris Road,  

Mt Wellington 

Ph: 021 151 5186 

Email: joe.kummerow@clear.net.nz  

Wednesdays, 10—11 am (fortnightly) 

West Auckland Home Group Mid-Winter Christmas 

The West Auckland home group decided to kick 

away the winter blues and to celebrate Christmas 

early, in the middle of winter, to enjoy each other’s 

company and celebrate once again the birth of “the 

baby” with a more European spin on it—cold and 

rainy outside—lots of fun and laughter inside. 

Roast chickens, roast vegetables, yummy salads 

and delicious desserts were all on the menu along 

with sparkling drinks, loads of coffee and juices. 

Jan Meharg did a fantastic job of decorating the 

Meharg “Christmas grotto” with fairy lights, 

Christmas decorations and loads of lovely 

Christmas trinkets— rumour has it Jan had just been to Harndorf in Adelaide and purchased more 

wonderful Christmas goodies and these were proudly displayed at the Christmas dinner table.  

We had a lot of laughs, told silly Christmas jokes and really enjoyed fellowship with each other—a 

real extension of our fortnightly home group. 

mailto:meharg@paradise.net.nz
mailto:lindfam@paradise.net.nz
mailto:kevinanddori@gmail.com
mailto:joe.kummerow@clear.net.nz
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Deadline for articles for the December/January 

issue of ‘Mountainside Rumblings’ is 

TUESDAY 24th NOVEMBER 2015. 

Don’t forget that you have 3 options for receiving 
this newsletter—a printed copy available in the foyer 
of Mountainside Lutheran Church, we can post you a 
copy if you let us know your address, or we can email 
a copy in PDF format which you can enjoy in full 
colour!!  Just contact Kathy and she will organise it 
for you.  And please remember to let us know if your 
contact details change so we can alter our records 
accordingly.  Thanks very much. 

&

PRAYER POINTS 
In your prayers this month, please 
pray for the following: 

We pray ... 
 For the Holiday Bible Adventure ‘Faith 

Builders’ being held at Mountainside from 

29th September—1st October.  Bless all the 

volunteers and children involved in this 

programme. 

 For Theo Quax and Molly Neal as they 

complete confirmation instruction with Pastor 

Joe, and prepare to publicly confirm their faith 

on 29th November. 

 For our national church and all delegates as 

they prepare for the LCA General Convention 

of Synod to be held in Rochedale, 

Queensland, 29th September—4th October. 

 For the health of our Bishop: Heavenly Father, 

ruler of all things, Your Son, our Saviour Jesus 

Christ, healed all manner of infirmities and 

cured all manner of diseases. Mercifully help 

your servant, Bishop Mark, in body and in 

soul, and if it be your will, free him from his 

sickness that, restored to health, he may with 

a thankful heart bless your holy name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 For all who are sick or suffering at this time— 

may God give them strength and his healing 

comfort. 

 For a peaceful resolution to the ongoing 

conflict in Syria, and especially pray for safe 

passage for the thousands of refugees fleeing 

the war-torn region. 

‘Happy Birthday’ and Best Wishes 

to the following people celebrat-

ing birthdays in October: 

Julie Routley (1st) Malcolm Court (5th) 
Halli Meyer (6th) David Talapati (8th) 
Franz Wagner (8th) Hayden Morris (12th) 
Kathy Kirtlan (16th) Jovitah Mathews (16th) 
Eva Lever (17th) Jacob Quax (28th) 
Heyab Solomon (28th) Jean Cuff (31st) 
Ray Meharg (31st) Kate Neal (31st) 

Sue Samsom (1st) Kevin Reeve (2nd) 
Pippa Girard de Soucanton (8th) 
Aase Hansen (9th) Anneliese Lindstrom (17th) 
Nick Hewett (17th) Laura Wagner (17th) 
Soren Geese (24th) 

Wedding Anniversary Congratulations to: 
Arild and Aase Hansen 64 years on the 9th 
Fredric and Mari Doss 16 years on the 12th 
Keith and Ingrid Phyn 36 years on the 24th 
Kevin and Kathy Kirtlan 24 years on the 30th 

‘Happy Birthday’ and Best Wishes to the following 

people celebrating birthdays in November: 

Prayer for General Synod: 
Almighty God, you are good and gracious to us.  
We have blessings more than we can count, and you 
have protected us in times of trouble and difficulty, 
even when they are of our own making. Each day we 
rise to the praise of your name, and go to bed still 
singing your praises. Your greatest blessing is given 
to us in Jesus our Saviour. That you would give us 
your Son is more than we could ever expect or 
imagine. We ask you once more to protect us from 
mistakes and poor judgement as our church gathers 
in the General Convention of Synod this week. You 
have been watching us, listening to us and guiding us 
as we have prepared for this convention, particularly 
as our delegates discuss and decide who may be 
ordained among us as pastors. We know the answer 
is clear to you, and you have shown us everything we 
need for salvation in your word. But we are often slow 
to understand, and even slower to act on what you 
tell us. Give us, and our delegate/s at Convention 
ears to listen, hearts and minds to understand, and a 
spirit of willingness and cooperation. Forgive us, 
Lord, where we have thought and done wrong things. 
Set us straight, put us on your path, so that we may 
live our whole lives long in praise of you.  Amen.  


